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1.

Project Background

1.1 Main Purpose of the Project
It is the aim of the Council and key stakeholders to make Carrick on Suir a more attractive place to
visit and to live in. The recent renovation work to the Ormond Castle (reopened in summer 2017)
has enhanced the visitor experience to the town and it is planned to build upon this achievement.
This project relates to Ormond Castle Park, an historic urban parkland of approximately 2ha,
located to the front (north) of the OPW managed Ormond Castle, east of Carrick on Suir town
centre, and adjoining the river Suir with direct linkages with the Suir Blueway.
The main purpose of the project is to carry out an assessment of the Park and to prepare a
schedule of improvement measures in consultation with the local community, with a focus on
biodiversity and ecological enhancement and with careful consideration given to the historical
significance of the park and its association with the medieval town.
1.2 Anticipated Benefits
The overall aim of the project is for discrete improvement measures to the park to enhance its
amenity, functionality and management, reinforcing the appeal of Ormond Castle as a major
visitor attraction and providing long-term recreational and social benefits for the Town, the
District and Region.
The Ormond Park project also forms an integral part of the broader Carrick On Suir Regeneration
Plan (‘A Journey from the Suir Blueway to the Ormond Castle Quarter’), developed by Tipperary
County Council in February 2020. The Plan aims to build on its relationships and synergies with
the Suir Blueway (west) and historic Ormond Castle Quarter (east) and thereby regenerate the
town centre as an immersive visitor destination and rural town in its own right.
Particular emphasis will be placed on linkage from the Blueway to Ormond Castle and improving
links throughout the town and helping to promote Carrick on Suir as a tourism destination. The
Regeneration Plan aims to:
 Provide a focal point for activity/footfall including improving linkage from the Blueway
to Ormond Castle to act as a driver for economic and social growth;
 Reduce pedestrian/vehicle conflict and improving pedestrian safety;
 Enhance the appearance of the town centre through careful design and selection of
appropriate surfacing and street furniture; and
 Safeguard the structure and appearance of heritage buildings by reducing the impact of
vehicles.
The existing parkland setting to Ormond Castle will be up-graded through new tree planting,
habitat creation and changed maintenance operations. Views of the castle across the park will be
retained, and enhanced by completing the avenue of trees along the spine footpath. A resurfaced
and widened spine footpath will provide improved conditions for pedestrians accessing and
participating in the park, and a new looped path will encourage increased interaction with other
park areas currently under-utilised.
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The park proposals include a wide variety of actions recommended by the ‘All-Ireland Pollinator
Plan’ (2015-2020), such as altering the frequency of mowing, creating a native perennial
wildflower meadow, tree and orchard planting selected from pollinator friendly species, and
provision of nesting habitats.
It is expected that the final improvement scheme will support a bid for funding in 2021 for
implementation of the agreed measures as part of the overall regeneration strategy for Carrick on
Suir.
1.3 Previous Studies and Reports
A number of studies have been undertaken on the history and archaeology of Carrick on Suir
including, most recently, a ‘Conservation and Management Plan of Carrick on Suir Town Walls’1,
and a ‘Preliminary report on archaeological investigations at Ormond Castle, Carrick on Suir, Co.
Tipperary’2. The town was also included in the Urban Archaeology Survey of historic towns in
County Tipperary3. These and other studies are listed in the reference section of the
‘Archaeological Impact Assessment for Castle Street, and a turning area at Ormond Castle,
Townparks townland, Carrick on Suir’4.
Recent research shows that the current Ormond Park forms part of an important designed
landscape, associated with the grounds of Ormond Castle and its former walled garden, dating
back to the mid-16th century. The Park also contains a high potential for subsurface archaeology,
including the remains of former 16th century Courts and the possible line of the former Town
Wall.
A research project, entitled ‘The Gardens at Carrick House in the Sixteenth and Seventeenth
Centuries’5, indicates that:
“Evidence from the early map of 1699 (John Taylor NLI referred to as Taylor Map in this
text) of the town provides a good deal of information regarding the layout of the courts in front
and gardens to either side of the main buildings of Carrick House (later Ormond Castle). This
evidence confirms that there were 3 walled courts and perhaps an axial approach, to the
north/principal front of the house in a similar fashion to several examples in England and
Portumna House in Ireland. In 1699 those courts furthest away from the house were planted with
ash trees and named Ash Park, as were the lands to the east and bounded by the Waterford Road.
Those areas immediately adjoining the main buildings to the northeast appear to remain
unplanted, with a suggestion that the court immediately in front of the
house/castle has been paved, as it is coloured the same as those areas of the town designated as
streets”.
A report prepared by Elizabeth Morgan, Senior Landscape Conservation Architect, OPW National
Monuments Service6, sets out the historical background to Ormond Castle’s designed landscape.
By reference to the first edition Ordnance Survey 1843, the report indicates that major
relandscaping works were carried out to Ormond Castle’s grounds in the early 19th Century.
1

Unpublished report for Tipperary County Council (Carrig 2013),
D Pollack (2018), Ministerial Consent C656, Excavation
3
Farrelly and FitzPatrick 1993
4
Aegis Archaeology July 2018
5
For Flora O’Mahony, Conservation architect OPW, by T. Jane Fenlon Ph.D, October 2016
6
Consultation Document relating to the ‘Public Realm Improvement Design Scheme for Castle Street and a Bus
Turning Area at Ormond Castle’, September 2018
2
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The walls to the former entrance court, the eastern wall of the Orchard court and the eastern wall
of Ash Park were removed and replaced with a sloping parkland design now called Castle Park.
The park was also extended to the south east with a new boundary wall to the river- side. The
northern section of former Ash Park was divided into a number of plots including a hospital. The
walled garden is still evident to the west of the castle, and has a rectangular garden layout with
two orchard areas. A new drive from Castle Street with a gate lodge passes close this garden.

First Edition Ordnance Survey Map c. 1843
Showing main historic elements of Ormond Park(6)

Ormond Castle is an important historical asset to the town and offers considerable tourist
potential. Although in easy walking distance of the town centre, visitor access is constrained by
the lack of bus-set down and turning area in the vicinity, and the Castle is attracting far less visitor
numbers than it should. Furthermore, the majority of visitors to the Castle do not currently visit
the town itself, or spend any time in the adjoining park.
A report commissioned by Tipperary County Council, entitled “Public Realm Improvement Design
Scheme for Castle Street and a Bus Turning Area at Ormond Castle, Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary”7
considered six possible options and recommended three viable approaches to accommodating
coach set-down and parking facilities which could enhance the Ormond Castle Quarter of the
town as a visitor destination. It was also a requirement that all the options should include upgrading the public realm of Castle Street, located to the south-west corner of the park.
Following further consultation with the OPW during August 2018, the option for incorporating a
possible bus set down and turning circle to the front of Ormond Castle was not pursued, due to
the adverse visual impact on the setting of the Protected Structure and Recorded Monument. The
preferred approach was to incorporate bus set down facilities within the existing New Street Car
Park (opposite the Town Hall), which is in a short walking distance of the Castle and would
encourage some interaction of visitors with town centre activities. Also, there would be no
archaeological impact on the Castle itself. This was considered as an achievable short-term option
and was progressed to preliminary design.
Part 8 Planning was granted for the Castle Street section of the proposals, between the entrance
to New Street Car Park and the entrance to Ormond Castle in August 2019.8

7

Nicholas de Jong Associates (Urban Design) and Systra (Traffic Management), January 2018
‘Public Realm Improvement Design Scheme for Castle Street, Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary - Part 8 Planning Report’,
Nicholas de Jong Associates, August 2019.
8
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2.

Planning Context

2.1

National/Regional Policy
The works will be undertaken in compliance with all National/Regional Policy and Guidelines,
including:
 Smarter Travel 2009
 National Planning Framework Project Ireland 2040
 Design Manual for Urban Roads and Streets 2013
 South Tipperary County Development Plan 2009 (as Varied)

2.2

Carrick on Suir Town Development Plan 2013
The Development Plan is the main public statement of planning policies for the local community. It
is the blueprint for the planning and development of Carrick on Suir for the period of the plan.
The Ormond Castle Park site is zoned as Amenity in the Plan. Land Zoning Development Objective:
“To preserve and enhance Recreation and Amenity areas”.

Extract from Carrick on Suir Development Plan 2013
Land Use Zoning Map 1

Around 75% of the site also falls within the town’s Zone of Archaeological Potential, as identified by
the National Monuments Section of the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. This zone
along with other sites and features of archaeological significance are listed by the National
Monuments Section in the Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) and are protected by National
Monument legislation.
The Council requires the preparation of an archaeological assessment where a proposed
development is located at or close to known archaeological monuments or sites, including site
works that are extensive in terms of area (ground disturbance of half hectare or more) or length (1
kilometre or more) and developments that require an Environmental Impact Statement. In this
regard the Council will consult with the DECLG and other statutory consultees when considering
applications for planning permission for development on or in the vicinity of archaeological sites
and/or monuments.
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Policy AH 3: Archaeology
It is the policy of the Council to safeguard sites, features and objects of archaeological interest
generally and the Council will protect (in-situ where practicable or as a minimum, preservation by
record) all monuments included in the Record of Monuments and Places and sites, features and
objects of archaeological and historical interest generally.

Carrick on Suir Development Plan 2013: Figure 9: Zone of Archaeological Potential

As set out under Section 4.6.1 of the Development Plan, Ormond Castle is a historical asset to the
town and offers considerable tourist potential. It is a policy of the Plan that new development does
not have a negative impact on the setting or amenity of this asset.
Other policies and objectives of relevance to the Improvement Scheme for the park include:
Public Realm
Section 3.2 of the Development Plan stresses that the continued enhancement of the town’s public
realm, including Public Parklands and Open Space, is essential for Carrick on Suir to secure its
tourism product. The development of a high-quality public realm integrated with the enhancement
of the setting of the historic buildings and spaces will greatly support the economic viability and
vitality of the town, will improve the town’s image and will make the town a more attractive place
to live and secure the tourism potential of the town.
Tourism
The attractive setting of the town, natural and man-made environment including the River Suir and
associated attractions, the historic Ormond Castle and the Town Wall and associated attractions
such as boating, river fishing, river walks and cycling holidays all combine to provide considerable
tourism potential.
In relation to Ormond Castle, it is recognised that this unique building is attracting far less visitor
numbers than it should and represents an unharnessed visitor destination. In order to increase the
visitor numbers to the Castle, the Development Plan considers it necessary to:
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a) Actively promote and market the Ormond Castle and Town Wall in order to raise awareness
among visitors travelling independently and organised tours. Tour organisers to be
contacted and encouraged to include the Ormond Castle and Town Wall on their itineraries
and bundle with other attractions in South Tipperary i.e. Butler Trail.
b) The value of first impressions of Carrick on Suir must not be overlooked. A number of
different factors effect such impressions, some of which lie outside the scope of this Plan
(such as quality of hospitality etc). However, several physical conditions have a significant
role to play and should therefore be coordinated in a strategic manner. These include the
positioning and character of new development on approach roads, the appearance and
quality of existing properties in prominent locations and the design and maintenance of
public spaces at arrival points. Visitors must also be made to feel welcome to the town and
be actively encouraged to explore and spend time in the town. This will be achieved through
good quality orientation and interpretation, quality of new development in the town and
surrounding areas the details of which are proposed in the specific actions set out under the
Plan.
c) The OPW currently only allows 25 people undertake the tour of Ormond Castle at any one
time. Therefore when larger tours are visiting the site there are invariable a portion of the
tour waiting. The majority of visitors wait at the Castle/Bus and do not walk to the Town
Centre. Appropriately qualified FAS Job Bridge to be appointed to escort any members of a
tour group on a short free tour of the Town Walls and Coffee Shop whilst they are waiting
to visit Ormond Castle.
d) The Ormond Castle is located approximately 230m from the edge of the Primary Retail
Area. Visitors to Ormond Castle should be enticed to visit the town centre through offers of
food and beverages in the town’s establishments. As a short term measure, signposting,
street furniture, improved pedestrian linkages and planting are required in order to
encourage people to walk to the town centre.
e) Leaflets advertising local coffee shops, attractions and eateries should be distributed to
tours on their arrival.
f) As a medium – long term objective a Coach Parking Facility is required between the Ormond
Castle and town centre. Any Coach Parking facility needs to allow easy access to the
Ormond Castle and the Town Centre along direct, inviting and attractive pedestrian
linkages/routes.
g) Tourism Arrival Point
h) Interpretation and Orientation (See Section 3.2 Public Realm)
i) The promotion and enhancement of the town’s built heritage – town wall, medieval
townscape, ecclesiastical buildings, castle - as a tourist package integrated with Cashel,
Cahir, Clonmel and Fethard (Walled Town Circuit) to improve the understanding and
interpretation of the town’s built heritage.
Policy TOUR 1: Tourism Development
It is the policy of the Council to enhance the visitor experience to the town and to co-operate with all
stakeholders and appropriate agencies in promoting sustainable tourism and securing the
development of tourist-based attractions and products, enterprises, facilities and related services in
the town.
Specific Tourism Actions (5.3) include:
T 4 To improve pedestrian linkages between Ormond Castle and the Town Centre by addressing
signposting, footpaths, street furniture and lighting.
T 5 To develop an appropriately located coach parking facility within easy walking distance
of the Ormond Castle and the Town Centre.
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Built Heritage
Carrick on Suir is a member of the Irish Walled Towns Network (IWTN) which, in partnership with
the Heritage Council, aims to unite and co-ordinate the efforts of Local Authorities involved in the
management, conservation and enhancement of historic walled towns in Ireland. The only
remaining upstanding sections of the medieval town walls in Carrick are located to west of the
Ormond Park.
Architectural Conservation Area (ACA)
The western end of Castle Street lies within the town’s ACA, which also includes Main Street, West
Gate, Sean Kelly Square and parts of Bridge Street and New Street. The ACA is so designated owing
to the area having particular architectural and environmental qualities which derive from the
unique layout, design, unity of character and the mellowing of time.
The Council considers that the protection of the historic townscape within this area is a critical
element in the successful regeneration of the town as an attractive retail, tourism and heritage
product, but also acknowledges that many of its buildings, frontages and open spaces require
improvements and visual enhancement.
Protected Structures
The following Protected Structures are located within the vicinity of the park:
RPS Ref.

Location

Description

1.1

Ormond Castle, Castle Lane

1.14

Corner of Castle Street and Castle
Lane

1.15

Castle Street No 1

Old castle with adjoining Tudor styled manor house
to the North. 7bay, 2-storey north façade with half
dormer roof.
This is a 3–storey over basement to the rear, 2-bay
building with Victorian sash-windows, fan-light
doorway, and vertical slate on the western gable.
This is a 3-storey, 4-bay building, with sash-windows,
coach-arch on eastern side, slate roof.

Policy AH 1: Protected Structures
It is the policy of the Council to conserve and protect buildings, structures and sites contained in the
Record of Protected Structures that are of special interest and to ensure any development is
appropriate and sensitively undertaken. In assessing development proposals the Council will, where
applicable, have regard to the Architectural Heritage Protection Guidelines for Planning Authorities
and any relevant Conservation and Management Plans. The Council, will proactively work with
developers/applicants to facilitate the appropriate reuse/redevelopment of Protected Structures.
The Planning Authority will resist:
a)
Demolition of protected structures, in whole or part
b)
Removal or modification of features of architectural importance
c)
Development that would adversely affect the setting of a protected structure.
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3. The Proposed Development
3.1

Existing Situation
Ormond Castle
This unique Elizabethan mansion, a National Monument in the ownership of the State, is the
architectural highlight of the town. It was built by Thomas the 10th Earl of Ormond in the 1560s. It
is the country's only major unfortified dwelling from that period and is considered to be one of the
best examples of the style nationally in Ireland. The Castle fronts onto the picturesque Castle Park
and is adjoined by the river Suir to the rear.
The Site
The roughly triangular-shaped park extends to 1.72ha. It is defined by established low-density
residential properties to the north (Castle Park); by the Tennis Ground, residential properties on
Castle Street and the Camphill Community building and Bnest café to the west; by the grounds of
Ormond Castle to the south (separated from the park by vertical steel security railings with
gateway); and by a narrow laneway (Strand Walk) along the outer edge of the Castle boundary to
the south-east, which forms part of the Suir Blueway, and beyond which is the Lower River Suir
Special Area of Conservation (SAC).
Remnants of the original town wall are a feature of the western boundary. Castle Street extends
westwards to the town centre, and provides the main pedestrian access to the park and Ormond
Castle. The Camphill Community building and Bnest café (serving light refreshments and local
crafts) is located at the south-west corner of the park. From here, a main footpath (with street
lighting) loops northwards through the park to Castle Park cul-de-sac. Each end of the cul-de-sac
also provides secondary access into the park.
The park largely functions as a landscape setting for Ormond Castle and as an amenity for local
residents. The ground rises gradually northwards, offering attractive views of the Castle, framed by
mature trees, and panoramic views of the southern part of the town and the uplands of County
Waterford beyond. Existing users tend to be local people passing through the park to and from the
town centre (including schoolchildren) and for informal recreation activities.
There are no existing facilities, apart from a map board of the East Munster Way located on Castle
Street at the south-west entrance to the park.
The vegetation of the park is mostly improved grass, subject to regular mowing, with occasional
single trees and a mature tree clump around an artificial mound towards the western edge. More
continuous mature trees and hedgerow occur along the south-western boundary. There are a
couple of small circular pockets of wildflower grass trial areas (introduced in 2020 as part of the ‘All
Ireland Pollination Plan’.
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Aerial view of Ormond Park from the north
3.2

Scheme Proposals
As set out in the Site Notice, the works include:
 Up-graded spine footpath and new secondary looped footpath; gathering space close to
Castle entrance; defined park secondary entrances; minor site furniture, including seats,
deerpark sculptures, interpretation boards, woodland activity deck, cycle stands and water
bottle refill station; replacement street lighting; and all ancillary site works.
 Habitat creation, including long grass meadow; native bulb strips; low native hedgerows at
entrances; native woodland planting; short (amenity) grass meadow; semi-mature and
selected standard trees; orchard fruit and nut trees; and habitat enhancement features.
The main features of the proposals comprise:
 Re-surfacing of spine footpath in resin-bound aggregate, increased in width to 3m wide, fully
accessible and with replacement LED street lighting (bat-friendly).
 New secondary looped footpath and links in self-binding gravel, providing a continuous circuit
around the park, connecting habitats and informal seating areas.
 Gathering space in vicinity of Castle entrance, with reinforced grass surface defined by low
native hedge, seats, cycle stands, water bottle refill station, and interpretation board (built
and natural heritage).
 Secondary park entrances from Castle Park cul-de-sac, with resin-bound aggregate surface
defined by low native hedge and with an interpretation board at the main spine and eastern
entrances.
 Semi-mature avenue trees along one side of spine footpath - columnar oaks to replace 4no.
existing trees.
 Native woodland planting to eastern edges of the park, comprising a mix of whips with
standard trees – oak, birch, holly, Scots Pine, whitebeam, rowan and willow.
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Heritage fruit and nut orchard to western boundary, in long grass meadow and including rare
and local pollinator-friendly species – hazelnut, chestnut, hawthorn, apples, pears, cherries
and plums.
Short grass amenity meadow to west of spine footpath, managed for wildlife and including
strip of wild daffodil bulbs along path edge.
Long grass meadowland to east of spine path, with informal mown paths and deerpark
sculptures to centre – native wildflower species.
Habitat creation features, such as bird and bat boxes, bug hotels, and log piles, distributed
informally throughout the park.

Layout Plan Proposals L-002

3.3

Landscape Management Proposals
The scheme will require changed maintenance operations to ensure that the habitat enhancement
proposals are achieved. Changing the frequency of mowing allows common wildflowers to naturally
grow amongst the longer grass, which is the most cost-effective way to provide food for pollinators
and other insects. The proposed pollinator-friendly maintenance regimes for the grassed areas at
Ormond Castle Park, based on the recommendations of the ‘All-Ireland Pollinator Plan’ (20152020), are as follows:
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Short grass amenity meadow
To be cut on a 6-weekly rotation after mid-April (5 cuts per annum). Cuttings to be removed. If
necessary, the cutting frequency can be increased or decreased depending on the use of the area,
but grass should not be cut from the beginning of March until mid-April or from the end of May
until mid-July.
These areas to be combined with pollinator friendly spring flowering bulb planting (e.g.,
Snowdrop, Crocus, Allium).
This regime keeps grass at a manageable level while increasing the growth of wildflowers as a food
source for pollinators. Not cutting until mid-April allows Dandelions to flower but not set seed.
Dandelions are a vital food source for pollinators in spring.
Cutting at the end of May and not again until mid-late July will increase the growth of important
plants like Clover, Selfheal, Cuckooflower and Bird’s-foot-trefoil.
Long grass meadowland
These areas are to be left uncut until late August-early September. One cut and lift per
year.
Meadows managed in this way will allow wildflowers to bloom throughout the pollinator season
and also provide undisturbed areas for nesting. The annual cut in September should be removed to
reduce soil fertility over time. Over a number of years the meadow will naturally become more
flower-rich with local species that are adapted to the site’s conditions.
Cutting paths through the middle or keeping a short border at the edge will demonstrate that these
meadows are being managed and allow the public to enjoy the resource.
It may take a number of years before the meadow becomes less grassy and more flower-rich. It will
gradually improve year upon year if the grass cut is lifted. In the early years pernicious weeds (e.g.,
Ragwort) should be removed.
Further guidance available on the Pollinator Plan website includes:
 ‘How-to-guide on creating and managing a wildflower meadow’; and
 ‘How-to-guide on collecting and using local pollinator friendly wildflower seed to naturally
improve meadows’.
To address the potential concern from the public that these areas look untidy or unkept, signage
will be used to identify that active management is in progress and that the effect is deliberate.
Use of pesticides
To minimise negative impacts on pollinators it is the aim to eliminate the use of pesticides
(insecticides, fungicides and herbicides) in most locations throughout the park. They should only be
used when absolutely necessary, and efforts made to minimise their impact on non-target species
like bees. Pesticides should always be applied exactly according to manufacturer guidelines.
3.4

Litter
It is proposed that no litter bins are provided within the park, as this could lead to unnecessary
clutter and detrimental impact on wildlife and the environment generally. Instead, it would be
promoted as a ‘Leave No Trace Park’, affiliated to ‘Leave No Trace Ireland’ which is an outdoor
ethics educational programme designed to encourage people to make better decisions when using
the outdoors. Users will be encouraged through signage at the main entrances (incorporated on
the proposed interpretation boards) to respect and minimise impact on the environment by taking
home litter, keeping dogs under control and preventing the creation of new trails away from
designated pathways.
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4

Scheme Impacts
The following categories have been identified as factors which may impact on the environment and
thus require further considerations:










4.1

Pedestrians and Cyclists
Landscape
Built Culture and Heritage
Public lighting
Drainage
Utilities
Noise and Air Pollution
Flooding
Appropriate Assessment

Pedestrians and Cyclists
The resurfaced and widened spine footpath will provide improved conditions for pedestrians
accessing and participating in the park. The new looped path will encourage increased interaction
with other park areas currently under-utilised. Although not specifically designated as a shared
pedestrian/cycle route, it is possible that some cyclists will use the spine footpath for traversing the
site, but as the numbers of cyclists are anticipated to be low, this is not considered to be an issue
for other park users. The provision of cycle stands at the proposed gathering space close to the
Castle entrance will be of benefit to those visiting the castle from the Suir Blueway (OPW advise
that bikes are currently left against the front wall of the castle or against the castle railings9).
As shown on Drg. No. L-004, the gradients of the spine and looped footpaths are around 1:40, and
two short lengths of secondary paths between 1:20 to 1:40, and therefore the pedestrian network
is fully accessible.
It is considered that the proposed scheme will have an overall positive impact for pedestrians and
cyclists.

4.2

Landscape
The existing parkland setting to Ormond Castle will be up-graded through new tree planting,
habitat creation and changed maintenance operations. Views of the castle across the park will be
retained, and enhanced by completing the avenue of trees along the spine footpath. The scheme
incorporates a wide variety of actions recommended by the ‘All-Ireland Pollinator Plan’ (20152020), such as altering the frequency of mowing, creating a native perennial wildflower meadow,
tree and orchard planting selected from pollinator friendly species, and provision of nesting
habitats.
The combined improvements are considered to be beneficial to the enjoyment of the park for both
local people and visitors, ensuring its long-term development for increased amenity and biodiversity purposes, and will therefore have an overall positive impact on the local landscape.

9

Refer responses to pre-Part 8 Consultation.
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4.3

Built Culture and Heritage (Appendix B)
A ‘Method Statement incorporating an archaeological impact assessment for an Ecological and
Amenity Improvement Scheme at Ormond Castle Park’, has been undertaken by ÆGIS Archaeology
Limited in February 2021.
Predicted impacts of the proposed scheme works on archaeology are identified together with the
archaeological mitigation to be employed.
An Archaeological Impact Assessment was undertaken previously (Coyne 2018; ‘Archaeological
Impact Assessment of a public realm improvement design scheme for Castle Street, and a turning
area at Ormond Castle, Townparks townland, Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary’).

4.4

Public Lighting
Existing lighting along the spine footpath will be up-graded with new LED luminaires due to their
sharp cut-off, lower intensity, good colour rendition and dimming capability, thereby enhancing the
visitor experience of the park. In the event that bats are present in the area, a warm white
spectrum will be adopted to reduce blue light component, and featuring suitable peak wavelengths
to avoid the component of light most disturbing to bats.

4.5

Drainage
There will be no change to the existing drainage pattern. Footpaths will be laid with cross-falls to
adjacent permeable ground, and reinforced grass surfacing within the gathering space by the castle
will be fully permeable.

4.6

Utilities
Utility companies and service providers have been contacted to establish if they have any plant in
the area which might be impacted upon by the works, with responses summarised as follows:
Service Provider
Bord Gais Distribution
Bord Gais Transmission
ESB Networks
Irish Water
ENET
Virgin Media
COLT
Inland Fiber (EU Networks)
BT Ireland
Eircom / EIR

Response
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes
Yes

Services
Yes
No
Yes
Yes
No
No
No
No
No
Yes

For preliminary service location plans refer Appendix E.
The scheme proposals are unlikely to impact on services within or in vicinity of the site. Utility
companies and service providers will be contacted again in advance of implementation to
determine the exact location of existing services and to establish if they have any future planned
works within the area.
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4.7

Flooding
The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment for Carrick on Suir10 indicates that the Ormond Castle Park site
does not fall within the 1 in 100 or 1 in 1,000 flood extents set out under the OPW preliminary
Flood Risk Assessment indicative fluvial flood maps.

Map SFRA 1: Appendix 3, Carrick on Suir Town Development Plan 2013

4.8

Noise and Air Pollution
The proposed scheme will have no adverse impacts on noise or air pollution.

4.9

Environmental Impact Assessment (Appendix C)
To determine the potential impacts, if any, of the project on nearby Natura 2000 sites, a screening
process for Appropriate Assessment was undertaken.
It has been objectively concluded during the screening process that there is no potential for
significant effects to Natura 2000 sites individually, or in combination with other plans or projects,
in view of the sites conservation objectives.

10

Strategic Flood Risk Assessment, Appendix 3, Carrick on Suir Town Development Plan 2013
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5

Consultation

5.1

Concept Proposals Public Information
The Concept Design Proposals for the park were available to the general public for comment via a
dedicated platform on the County Council web site for a 6-week period up to 9th November 2020.
Comments and Submissions were invited to be made either by way of a form at the bottom of the
web page, by email to castlepark@tipperarycoco.ie, or alternatively by hard copy to the Council
Offices.
A wide range of interesting suggestions for development of the park were made through 10 formal
responses, ranging from facilities that respondents would like to see included through to future
management considerations. Refer Appendix D for Summary Response Report.

Concept proposals consultation banner

5.2

Engagement with Tipperary County Council
There has been ongoing liaison with technical officers and elected members of the County Council
throughout the preparation of the proposals.

5.3

Part 8 Process
The Ormond Park project is being undertaken by the County Council through the Part 8 Planning
Process (Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended). Ministerial Consent will also
be sought for the measures to upgrade the park.
Plans and particulars of the proposed development will be available for inspection or purchase at a
fee not exceeding the reasonable cost of making a copy at the Civic Offices, New Street, Carrick-onSuir, Co. Tipperary, during normal working days from 9.00am to 4.00pm for a period not less than
four weeks beginning on the date of publication of the Planning Notice.

Page | 15

Ecological and Amenity Improvement Scheme at Ormond Castle Park, Carrick on Suir, Co. Tipperary
Part 8 Planning Report

Submissions or observations with respect to the proposed development, dealing with the proper
planning and sustainable development of the area in which the development would be situated,
may be made in writing to the Senior Planner, Civic Offices, Clonmel, Co. Tipperary, up to and
including XXXXXXX and should be clearly marked ‘Ecological and Amenity Improvement Scheme at
Ormond Castle Park, Carrick on Suir’.
5.4

Scheme Documents
Drawings (Appendix A)
L-001
L-002
L-003
L-004
L-005

Site Location Plan
Site Layout Plan
Main Components
Site Accessibility
Illustrative Aerial View

Report Appendices
B. Archaeological Impact Assessment
C. Environmental Screening
D. Summary Consultation Responses
E. Service Location Plans
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