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SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

Project Title
Project Proponent
Project Location
Screening for
Appropriate
Assessment
Conclusion

Upgrade of Nenagh Machinery Yard and Recycling Centre
Tipperary County Council
Nenagh, Co. Tipperary
The Screening for Appropriate Assessment is undertaken to determine the
potential for likely significant effects of a project, individually, or in combination
with other plans or projects, on Natura 2000 Sites, in view of the conservation
objectives of the Natura 2000 Site.
It has been objectively concluded during the screening process that significant
impacts on Natura 2000 sites, including those outlined below, as a result of the
proposed project are not likely:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA (004058)
Slievefelim to Silvermines Mountains SPA (004165)
Silvermines Mountains West SAC (002258)
Bolingbrook Hill SAC (002124)
Lough Derg, North-east Shore SAC (002241)
Lower River Shannon SAC (002165)
Keeper Hill SAC (001197)
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INTRODUCTION

This Screening for Appropriate Assessment (AA) has been undertaken to determine the potential for
significant impacts of a proposal to upgrade Nenagh Machinery Yard and Recycling Centre, in the
townland of Shesheraghkeale on the outskirts of Nenagh Town, Co. Tipperary, on nearby sites with
European conservation designations (i.e. Natura 2000 Sites).
The Screening for Appropriate Assessment has been undertaken by Deirdre O’Brien and Hazel Dalton,
Malachy Walsh and Partners (MWP) ecologists. Deirdre is a fully qualified ecologist with a BSc (Hons)
in Wildlife Biology with two years’ experience undertaking ecological field surveys and report writing
for Appropriate Assessments and Ecological Impact Assessments. Hazel is a fully qualified ecologist
with a BSc (Hons) in Wildlife Biology and five years’ experience in MWP. During that time she has
gained experience in standard field survey methodologies including, in particular, those for birds and
bats, having been involved in field surveys for several large-scale projects. She has also gained
experience in mammal and invertebrate surveying, freshwater ecology and habitat mapping. She has
acquired experience in the completion of a number of Appropriate Assessment Stages 1 and 2 and
Ecological Impact Assessment (EcIA). The Screening for AA report has been reviewed by Monica Kane
of MWP. Monica is a fully qualified ecologist and has been working with MMP for the last 13 years.
Monica has been responsible for the preparation and review of various environmental reports,
including but not limited to EIS’s/ EIA Reports, Planning Applications, EIA Screenings, Natura Impact
Statements, Environmental Feasibility and Constraint Studies, Ecological Impact Assessments and
Environmental Risk Assessments.

2.1 LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT
The Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) seeks to conserve natural habitats and wild fauna and flora by the
designation of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and the Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) seeks to
protect birds of special importance by the designation of Special Protected Areas (SPAs). It is the
responsibility of each member state to designate SPAs and SACs, both of which will form part of Natura
2000, a network of protected sites throughout the European Community. The Habitats Directive has
been transposed into Irish law and the relevant Regulations are the European Communities (Birds and
Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011. The requirement for Appropriate Assessment of the implications
of plans and projects on the Natura 2000 network of sites comes from the Habitats Directive (Article
6(3)).
Under the European Communities (Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011, a public authority is
required to carry out a Screening for Appropriate Assessment of a proposed development prior to
issuing consent to assess, in view of best scientific knowledge and the sites conservation objectives, if
that project or plan, individually or in combination with other plans or projects is likely to have a
significant effect on a Natura 2000 site. The information presented in this Screening for Appropriate
Assessment will be used by the competent authority to assist them to complete their screening
exercise.
The Screening for Appropriate Assessment will determine whether an Appropriate Assessment of the
proposed development is required if it cannot be excluded, on the basis of objective information, that
the proposed development, individually or in combination with other plans or projects, will have a

5
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significant effect on a Natura 2000 site, in view of the site’s conservation objectives. If it is determined
that an Appropriate Assessment is required in respect of the proposed development, a Natura Impact
Statement (NIS) must be prepared.
Part XI of the Planning and Development Act 2000, as amended (hereafter referred to as the Act), and
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001, as amended (hereafter referred to as the
Regulations), set out the requirements of the legislation as it pertains to Local Authority Own
Development. Where it has been determined that Appropriate Assessment is required in relation to
Local Authority development, An Bord Pleanála (ABP) become the competent authority to decide the
application. As set out above the Act provides that Local Authority development that would be subject
to Appropriate Assessment shall not be carried out unless ABP has approved it with or without
modifications.
2.2 STAGES OF APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT
The Appropriate Assessment process is a four-stage process with issues and tests at each stage. An
important aspect of the process is that the outcome at each successive stage determines whether a
further stage in the process is required. The stages are set out in Appendix 1.

3

ASSESSMENT METHODOLOGY

This Screening for Appropriate Assessment, or Stage 1, has been undertaken in accordance with the
European Commission Methodological Guidance on the provision of Article 6(3) and 6(4) of the
‘Habitats’ Directive 92/43/EEC (EC, 2001) and the European Commission Guidance ‘Managing Natura
2000 sites’ (EC, 2018) and guidance prepared by the NPWS (DoEHLG, 2009).
3.1 DESK STUDY
A desk study was carried out to collate available information on the development site’s natural
environment. This comprised a review of the following publications & datasets and the documents
submitted as part of the planning application for the permitted development:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

4

OSI Aerial photography and 1:50000 mapping, and other online mapping sources (online)
National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS) (online)
National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) (online)
BirdWatch Ireland
Teagasc soil area maps (NBDC website)
Geological Survey Ireland (GSI) area maps (online)
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) water quality data (online)
Shannon River Basin Management Plan (2009-2015) datasets (Water Framework Directive)
(online)
Other information sources and reports footnoted in the course of the report

SCREENING FOR APPROPRIATE ASSESSMENT

Screening for Appropriate Assessment determines the need for a full Appropriate Assessment and
consists of a number of steps, each of which is addressed in the following sections of this report:
6
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4.1 Establish whether the project is necessary for the management of a Natura 2000 site
4.2 Description of the Project (proposed Upgrade of Nenagh Machinery Yard and Recycling
Centre)
4.3 Identification of Natura 2000 sites potentially affected
4.4 Identification and description of individual and cumulative impacts of the project
4.5 Assessment of the significance of the impacts on the integrity of Natura 2000 sites
4.6 Conclusion of screening stage

4.1 MANAGEMENT OF NATURA 2000 SITES
The proposal is not connected with or necessary to the conservation management of a Natura 2000
site.
4.2

DESCRIPTION OF THE PROJECT

4.2.1 Brief Project Description
The proposed development involves the upgrading of the Nenagh Machinery Yard and Recycling
Centre. The existing stores and recycling sheds will be demolished in their entirety. Both of these
buildings contain asbestos. Existing ground surfaces will be demolished and removed. Existing
underground attenuation and petrol interceptors will be removed and disposed of. The existing levels
will be adjusted to construct the new recycling centre, new machinery yard and machinery yard admin
building. New drainage and utilities will be installed and the existing storm drainage outfall will be
retained with no increase in capacity.
4.2.2 Site Location
The development involves the upgrading of Nenagh Machinery Yard and Recycling Centre, situated to
the southwest of Nenagh town, County Tipperary. The Limerick Road R445 runs to the north of the
site, Carey Glass manufacturers is located to the east and south and Spring Meadows housing
development is located to the west. The area of the yard where works will take place is 14,000m2 and
the overall footprint of the new building is approximately 727m2. Access to the site is from an existing
entrance off the regional road, R445.

7
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Figure 1. Location Map

4.2.3 Purpose of the Project
The purpose of the project is for the removal of asbestos and upgrade of Nenagh Machinery Yard and
Recycling Centre.

4.2.4 Description of the Existing Site
The proposal site is located within the townland of Shesheraghkeale and within the Electoral Division
(ED) of Nenagh West Urban. CSO data indicates that, in 2016, this ED had a total population of 5,481
person’s resident1.
The bedrock at the location and throughout the surrounding area is classified as “Waulsortian
Limestones”- ‘Massive unbedded lime-mudstone2 and the soil type is ‘Urban’3. The Corine Landcover
Category (2018) at the site and surrounding it is ‘Artificial surfaces/ Industrial, commercial and
transport units’. Further out from this is ‘Urban fabric/Artificial surfaces’ to the north and east and
‘Agricultural areas/ Pastures’4 to the south and west.
The closest watercourse is the ‘Nenagh North’ (EPA name: ‘Monsea 25’), located approximately 0.1km
at its closest point, to the east of the site. This first order stream flows into the ‘Ardgregane’ a third
order stream approximately 5.27km downstream of the site to the north-west of it. The Nenagh North
is separated from the site by built ground comprising the Limerick Road R445 and Careys Glass
manufacturers.
1

http://census.cso.ie/agrimap/ Accessed on (16/08/2020)
https://dcenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a30af518e87a4c0ab2fbde2aaac3c228
Accessed on (16/08/2020)
3
gis.teagasc.ie/soils/soilguide.php Accessed on (16/08/2020)
4
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/ Accessed on (16/08/2020)
2
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Compliance with the reporting requirements of the Water Framework Directive (Directive
2000/60/EC) obliges each Member State to publish reports providing summary information about
individual water bodies relating to their status, risks and objectives. Within this reporting framework,
the site is located within the ‘Lower Shannon’ catchment and the ‘Youghal [Tipperary]_SC_010’ subcatchment5. There is no WFD River Waterbody Status of the Nenagh North available. The nearest WFD
monitoring station is located 7.62km downstream at ‘Bridge W. of Ardgregane’. This station had a
‘Moderate’ status in 2018. The Ardgregane Stream flows north-west and eventually into Lough Derg
9.46km downstream of the site. The nearest EPA river water quality (2004-2017) monitoring station
is on the Ardgregane Stream which is located 6.11km downstream of the Nenagh North. The most
recent (2017) evaluation for this station indicates that the Ardgregane Stream is considered to have
biological water quality value, or Q value, of ‘Q3-4 - Moderate Status’. This evaluation is based on the
composition and abundance of the invertebrate community in the stream at this location.
4.2.5 Characteristics of the Project
The proposal is described below and has been confirmed with project engineer.

Size, scale, area, land-take

This project is of a modest size on a brown field site in the urban setting of
Nenagh Town. There is no overlap or direct hydrological connection with any
Natura 2000 site.
The total area of the works/area of yard is 14,000m 2 and the new building
footprint is 727m2.
The existing Machinery Yard will be demolished in its entirety. The existing
stores and recycling sheds will be demolished in their entirety. Both of these
buildings contain asbestos. Existing ground surfaces will be demolished and
removed. Existing underground attenuation and petrol interceptors will be
removed and disposed of. The existing levels will be adjusted to construct the
new Recycling Centre, new Machinery Yard and Machinery Yard Admin
Building. New drainage and utilities will be installed.

Details of physical changes
that will take place during
the various stages of
implementing the proposal

5

Construction Phase
Demolition-Site Clearance and Preparation
• Contractor will establish a compound which will likely be near the
north of the site.
• Existing admin building will be demolished.
• Existing recycling yard sheds will be demolished.
• All asbestos will be removed off site by a registered contractor.
• Existing concrete and asphalt surfacing will be broken up and
removed off site.
• Gullys will have silt traps to manage run-off during construction.
• Approximate volumes of wastes:
o Concrete 2000m3
o Asphalt 300m3
o Masonry 200m3
o Timber 50m3
o Stone material will be retained on site for cut/fill

https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/default Accessed on (16/08/2020)
9
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Excavation
• Existing underground attenuation and petrol interceptors will be
removed and disposed of - Surface will be excavated and tank
exposed. Depending on the material of the attenuation will
determine its means of disposal.
• Petrol interceptor will be emptied prior to removal and disposed of
to a designated facility.
Construction (Substructure)
• Foundation will be excavated to depth, RC foundations cast will be
put in place.
• Surface broken up and disposed of, levels re-graded using imported
material or on-site material.
• Trenches will be dug for foul, surface water sewers, watermain and
telecom services. This comprises trench excavation, pipe
installation, trench backfill followed by installation of surfacing.
• New drainage and utilities will be installed.
• The new drainage system will connect to the existing storm drainage
outfall and there will be no increase in capacity.
• Engineered fill material will be imported to form new machinery
yard and recycling centre levels.
• Existing site entrance and access road will be realigned and
upgraded.
Construction (Superstructure)
• The superstructure above ground (new Machinery Yard Admin
Building) will then be completed.
• The structure will be a mixture of steel framing, blockwork and
precast flooring.
• New concrete and asphalt surfacing will be constructed
• Wiring & plumbing will be followed by plastering. The heating
system will include renewable energy inputs.
• Internal joinery will include timber skirting, architraves, doors, floors
and other fixtures.
• Painting will be carried out by specialist contractors.
• New public lighting and signage will be installed

Description of resource
requirements
for
the
construction/operation and
decommissioning of the
proposal (water resources,
construction
material,
human presence etc)

Materials
• Concrete: 2100m3
• Clause 804: 1326m3
• Asphalt: 300m3
• Steel: 10tn
• Stone
• Masonry
Machinery/Plant
• 20tonne Excavators
• 9 tonne dumpers
10
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Roller
Asphalt paving machine
Concrete pump
MEWPs

Humans Presence (Employees etc)
• Construction Team: 50-80 operatives approx.
Description of timescale for
the various activities that
will take place as a result of
implementation (including
likely start and finish date)

Likely Start Date: March 2021
Finish Date: June 2022

The bulk of the demolition and excavation spoil generated by works will be
inert and will not be retained or stockpiled on site. Any waste excavation
material will be removed from site and disposed of appropriately.
Waste will be removed by a licenced contractor to a licenced waste facility in
agreement with Tipperary County Council.
Description of wastes
arising and other residues
(including quantities) and
their disposal

Identification of wastes
arising and other residues
(including quantities) that
may be of particular
concern in the context of
the Natura 2000 network

Spoil
•
•
•
•
•

Concrete
Asbestos
Drainage materials
Possibly contaminated soils
Building materials (masonry, steel, timber)

Other
• Domestic waste from canteen facilities on site
• Waste water
• Effluent from toilets
Stormwater
Stormwater currently drains to an existing storm drainage system on-site.
During construction, stormwater will be contained within the site where
excavations are undertaken, with sumps excavated as required. No dirty water
will be discharged into the existing storm water network. A new stormwater
drainage system, including attenuation tank and petrol interceptors, is being
installed as part of the works. This will continue to discharge into the public
storm sewer as per the existing system. The existing storm drainage outfall will
be retained with no increase in storm water outflow
Wastewater
Wastewater currently drains to the existing foul drainage system on-site.
During construction, the toilet facilities being used temporarily on site will be
serviced each day. The contractor will discharge into the existing foul network.
A new foul drainage system is being installed as part of the works. The finished
development will be connected to the public foul sewer.
Waste Management Plan
An integrated Waste Management Plan (WMP) will be developed and
implemented for the duration of the works. As part of this individual waste
11
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streams will be identified at source and stored in dedicated skips for
subsequent disposal to licensed landfill or to recycling.

Description of any
additional services required
to implement the project or
plan, their location and
means of construction

Waste Removal
All waste material will be removed from site by an approved Licensed Waste
Contractor and disposed of as required to an authorised waste facility.
Fuel (Diesel) for plant/hand tools/construction materials/COSHH materials will
be stored within the site compound. All plant will have bunded fuel tanks and
will be refuelled either off site or within a bunded area within this site
compound.
Electrical network connection via a generator or mains connection if
available.
The finished development will be connected to the public foul sewer and water
mains.
Surface run-off will continue to discharge to the public storm sewer via the
new storm water drainage system.

4.3 IDENTIFICATION OF OTHER PROJECTS OR PLANS OR ACTIVITIES
The proposal was considered in combination with other plans and projects in the area that could result
in cumulative impacts on Natura 2000 sites. Other plans considered include:
•

North Tipperary County Development Plan 2010-2016 (as varied)6

•

The Nenagh Town and Environs Development Plan 2013-20197

A search of Tipperary County Council’s on-line planning enquiry system determined that there are
current grants of planning permission for the townland of Shesheraghkeale. These permissions are
outlined in Table 1 below.
Table 1. Current grants of planning permission for the townland of Shesheraghkeale
Applicant
Decision Date
Development Description
Name
Ref: 18601348
Decision Date: 15/01/2019
Description: The construction of 22 no. houses,
Name: Singland Decision: permission granted
consisting of 12 no. x 4 bedroom/two storey houses, 8
Homes Ltd
conditionally
no. x 4 bedroom/two storey houses and 2 no. x 2
6

https://www.tipperarycoco.ie/sites/default/files/NT%20Written%20Statement%20Dec%202017.pdf Accessed
on (16/08/2020)
7
https://www.tipperarycoco.ie/sites/default/files/Nenagh%20Town%20%26%20Environs%20Development%2
0Plan_0.pdf Accessed on (16/08/2020)
12

19264-6003-A

Screening for Appropriate Assessment

Ref: 16600684
Name: Tim
Maher
Ref: 16600225
Name: Paul O’
Brien

Decision Date: 15/09/2016
Decision: permission granted
conditionally
Decision Date: 10/05/2016
Decision: permission granted
conditionally

Ref: 15600885
Name: Paul
O'Brien

Decision Date: 08/12/2015
Decision: permission granted
conditionally
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bedroom/single storey houses and all associated site
works. The development will be within 4 no. existing
vacant plot.
Description: Dwelling house and garage with access via
existing entrance along with all ancillary site works.
Description:
Material alterations to the protected structure (no.86
as identified in Nenagh & environs development plan
rps) known as 'Springfort House'. Following on from
the previous application (15600885) including removal
of 3 existing windows in kitchen area.
Description: Amendments to the Protected Structure
(No.86 as identified in Nenagh & Environs
Development Plan RPS) known as 'Springfort House'
including removal of existing scullery, stairs and attic
space, removal of existing windows and modification of
existing openings.

A review of EPA licensed operators within the area located two IEL Licensed premises; ‘Arrabawn Cooperative Society Limited’ (Licence No. P0791) located on the south side of Stafford Street, Nenagh,
Tipperary and ‘Anglo Beef Processors Ireland Unlimited Company t/a ABP Nenagh’ Limited’ (Licence
No. P0184) located just off the N52, to the north-east of Nenagh Town. There is an IPC Licensed facility
‘Procter & Gamble (Manufacturing) Ireland Limited’ (Licence No.P0067) located to the north-east of
the site on Gortlandroe Industrial Estate, Nenagh, Tipperary. The Tipperary Urban Wastewater
Treatment (UWWT) Plant Primary Effluent Emission Point is located on the Old Birr Road, Nenagh
along the Nenagh/Lisbunny River 2.07km to the north-east of the site. Also at this site was a 3P Tertiary P Removal plant, and this is now closed. The most recent UWWT Plant compliance status was
‘Pass’. This UWWT Plant site is located within another sub catchment the ‘Nenagh_SC_020’8.
The site is located to the south-west of Nenagh Town with its associated urban land use. Agriculture
is the main land use in the area south and west of the proposed development, which could act
cumulatively with the proposed development.

4.4

IDENTIFICATION OF NATURA 2000 SITES

4.4.1 Zone of Impact Influence
Adopting the precautionary principle in identifying potentially affected European sites, it has been
decided to include all SACs and SPAs, within a 15km radius of the proposal site. Table 2 below lists
designated SACs and SPAs within 15km or the anticipated zone of influence [may extend beyond 15km
e.g. for watercourses] of the proposal site including their proximity. Given the nature, scope, scale and
location of the works, it is not considered that the proposal will significantly affect Natura 2000 sites
outside of those considered here.

8

https://gis.EPAMaps/default https://gis.EPAMaps/default Accessed on (16/08/2020)
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As described above, the test for the Screening for Appropriate Assessment is to assess, in view of best
scientific knowledge, if the development, individually or in combination with other plans/projects is
likely to have a significant effect on a Natura 2000 site in view of the site’s conservation objectives. If
there are any significant, potentially significant, or uncertain effects, it will be necessary to proceed to
Appropriate Assessment and prepare an NIS.
4.4.2 Identification of Natura 2000 sites
The table below lists designated SACs and SPAs within 15km or the anticipated zone of influence of
the proposal site including their proximity (see Figure 2). Table 3 lists the conservation interests of
these sites.
Table 2: Designated conservation sites within 15km radius of proposal site
No. Designated Site
Site
Proximity of site to nearest point of
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA
Slievefelim to Silvermines Mountains SPA
Silvermines Mountains West SAC
Bolingbrook Hill SAC
Lough Derg, North-east Shore SAC
Lower River Shannon SAC
Keeper Hill SAC

Code

designated site

004058
004165
002258
002124
002241
002165
001197

6.36km to the north-west of the proposed site.
8.26km to the south-west of the proposed site.
8.68km south of the proposed site.
9.55km south-east of the proposed site.
10.1km to the north-west of the proposed site.
10.4km to the south-west of the proposed site.
10.9km to the south-west of the proposed site.

The following figure (Figure 2) shows the location of the Natura 2000 sites within 15km or the potential
zone of influence of the proposal.

Figure 2 Natura 2000 sites within 15km radius of the site
14
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4.4.3 Characteristics of Natura 2000 Sites
The following tables list the features of interest for the SACs and SPAs sites identified in the previous
table. Information pertaining to designated sites is from site synopses, conservation objectives and
other information available on www.npws.ie.
Table 3: Designated sites with qualifying features of conservation interest
Designated Site
Qualifying features of conservation interest
Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA
(004058)

Slievefelim to Silvermines
Mountains SPA (004165)
Silvermines Mountains
West SAC (002258)

Bolingbrook Hill SAC
(002124)

Lough Derg, North-east
Shore SAC (002241)

Lower River Shannon SAC
(002165)

Species
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax carbo) [A017]
Tufted Duck (Aythya fuligula) [A061]
Goldeneye (Bucephala clangula) [A067]
Common Tern (Sterna hirundo) [A193]
Habitats
Wetland and Waterbirds [A999]
Species
Hen Harrier (Circus cyaneus) [A082]
Habitats
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010]
European dry heaths [4030]
Calaminarian grasslands of the Violetalia calaminariae [6130]
Habitats
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010]
European dry heaths [4030]
Species-rich Nardus grasslands, on siliceous substrates in mountain
areas (and submountain areas, in Continental Europe) [6230]
Habitats
Juniperus communis formations on heaths or calcareous grasslands
[5130]
Calcareous fens with Cladium mariscus and species of the Caricion
davallianae [7210]
Alkaline fens [7230]
Limestone pavements [8240]
Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (AlnoPadion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) [91E0]
Taxus baccata woods of the British Isles [91J0]
Species
Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margaritifera margaritifera) [1029]
Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon marinus) [1095]
Brook Lamprey (Lampetra planeri) [1096]
River Lamprey (Lampetra fluviatilis) [1099]
Salmon (Salmo salar) [1106]
Common Bottlenose Dolphin (Tursiops truncatus) [1349]
Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355]
Habitats
Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time
[1110]
Estuaries [1130]
Mudflats and sandflats not covered by seawater at low tide [1140]
15
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Coastal lagoons [1150]
Large shallow inlets and bays [1160]
Reefs [1170]
Perennial vegetation of stony banks [1220]
Vegetated sea cliffs of the Atlantic and Baltic coasts [1230]
Salicornia and other annuals colonising mud and sand [1310]
Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-Puccinellietalia maritimae) [1330]
Mediterranean salt meadows (Juncetalia maritimi) [1410]
Water courses of plain to montane levels with the Ranunculion
fluitantis and Callitricho-Batrachion vegetation [3260]
Molinia meadows on calcareous, peaty or clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae) [6410]
Alluvial forests with Alnus glutinosa and Fraxinus excelsior (AlnoPadion, Alnion incanae, Salicion albae) [91E0]

Habitats
Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix [4010]
Blanket bogs (* if active bog) [7130]

4.4.4 Conservation Objectives
According to the Habitat’s Directive, the conservation status of a natural habitat will be taken as
‘favourable’ within its biogeographic range when:
•
•
•

its natural range and areas it covers within that range are stable or increasing, and
the specific structure and functions which are necessary for its long-term maintenance exist
and are likely to continue to exist for the foreseeable future, and
the conservation status of its typical species is favourable as defined below.

According to the Habitat’s Directive, the conservation status of a species means the sum of the
influences acting on the species concerned that may affect the long-term distribution and abundance
of its populations. The conservation status will be taken as ’favourable’ within its biogeographic range
when:
•
•
•

population dynamics data on the species concerned indicate that it is maintaining itself on a
long-term basis as a viable component of its natural habitats, and
the natural range of the species is neither being reduced nor is likely to be reduced for the
foreseeable future, and
there is, and will probably continue to be, a sufficiently large habitat to maintain its
populations on a long-term basis.

The specific conservation objectives for each site are available on www.npws.ie. These have been
accessed for the sites listed in Table 2 above on August 6th, 2020. Generic conservation objectives
were available for the following sites:
•
•

Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA (004058). Generic Version 7.0. Produced April 2020.
Slievefelim to Silvermines Mountains SPA (004165). Generic Version 7.0. Produced April 2020.

Site specific and more detailed conservation objectives were available for the following sites:
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Silvermines Mountains West SAC (002258). Version 1.0. Produced November 2017.
Bolingbrook Hill SAC (002124). Version 1.0. Produced July 2018.
Lough Derg, North-east Shore SAC (002241). Version 1.0. Produced April 2019.
Lower River Shannon SAC (002165). Version 1.0. Produced August 2012.
Keeper Hill SAC (001197). Version 1.0. Produced October 2017.

Management plans were not available for any sites.
4.5 IDENTIFICATION OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS
Potential likely ecological impacts arising from the project are identified in this section.
Description of elements of the project
likely to give rise to potential ecological
impacts sites.

Describe any likely direct, indirect or
secondary ecological impacts of the
project (either alone or in combination
with other plans or projects) by virtue of:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Size and scale;
Land-take;
Distance from Natura 2000 Site or
key features of the Site;
Resource requirements;
Emissions;
Excavation requirements;
Transportation requirements;
Duration of construction, operation
etc.; and
Other.

-

Demolition and construction works including excavations
to accommodate new building and drainage upgrade,
Use of fuels, oils, lubricants, concrete, etc.
Removal of asbestos/potentially contaminated soil.
Provision of new surface water drainage system
The duration of the works (15 months)
Direct, indirect or secondary ecological impacts, as a result of the
size or scale of the proposal, are not envisaged. There is no spatial
overlap with any designated site. There are no watercourses
draining the site (the nearest water course is located
approximately 0.1km away); however, there is an indirect
hydrological connection between the proposed development site
and Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA via the sites surface water
drainage system which will ultimately drain to the Nenagh North
Stream, which in turn drains to the Ardgregane Stream and into
Lough Derg.
Demolition Phase
The primary emissions expected from the demolition are
wastes including asbestos, dust, demolition spoil, fugitive
emissions of noise from the use of machinery and
equipment and human activity and surface run-off.
Construction Phase
The primary emissions expected from the proposed
development are waste building material, surface runoff, fugitive emissions of noise from the use of machinery
and equipment and human activity for the duration of
the works.
Operational Phase
A new storm water drainage system, including
attenuation tank and petrol interceptors, is being
installed as part of the works. Storm water will continue
to discharge to the public storm sewer and to the Nenagh
North Stream via the existing storm drainage outfall.
Existing drainage outfall rates will be retained.
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4.6 ASSESSMENT OF POTENTIAL IMPACTS
An initial assessment is made to determine if a credible or tangible source-pathway-receptor link exists
between the proposed development and a protected species or habitat type. In order for an impact
to occur there must be a risk initiated by having a 'source' (e.g. excavation), a 'receptor' (e.g. a
protected species or associated aquatic or riparian habitats), and an impact pathway between the
source and the receptor (e.g. a watercourse which connects the proposed development site to the
protected species or habitats).
The likelihood of significant effects to a Natura 2000 site from the project was determined based on a
number of indicators including:
•
•
•
•

Habitat loss/alteration
Disturbance and/or displacement of species
Water quality
Habitat or species fragmentation

The evaluation takes into account the scope, scale, nature and size of the project, its location relative
to the Natura 2000 sites and the degree of connectedness that exists between the project and each
Natura 2000 site’s potential ecological receptors.

18

19264-6003-A

Screening for Appropriate Assessment

August 2020

Table 4 Likelihood of Potential Impacts on Natura 2000 Sites
Natura 2000 site

Proximity of subject
site to nearest point
of Natura 2000 site

Qualifying features of special
conservation interest

Assessment of the Likelihood of Potential Impacts

Lough Derg (Shannon)
SPA (004058)

6.36Km to the northwest of the proposed
site.

Species
Cormorant
(Phalacrocorax carbo)
[A017]
Tufted Duck (Aythya
fuligula) [A061]
Goldeneye (Bucephala
clangula) [A067]
Common Tern (Sterna
hirundo) [A193]
Habitats
Wetland and Waterbirds
[A999]

Habitat loss/alteration
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SPA.
No potential for direct habitat loss.
No direct hydrological connection between the subject site
and the SAC.
No significant indirect habitat effects envisaged.

Indirect hydrological
connection between
the proposal site and
the SPA via the
Nenagh
North
stream
(0.1km
downstream) which
in turn drains to the
Ardgregane Stream
(5.27km
downstream)
and
into Lough Derg
(9.46km
downstream).

Disturbance and/or displacement of species
No spatial overlap or direct hydrological connection between
the subject site and the SPA.
Proposal located within brownfield site in an urban built-up
environment.
Habitats present not considered suitable.
No significant disturbance/displacement effects likely.

Potential
for
Significant
Impact

No

Water quality
Indirect hydrological connection between the subject site and
the SPA exists via the Nenagh North stream and the
Ardgregane Stream. .
Intervening downstream distance of c. 9.46km.
Significant water quality effects not likely to occur.
Habitat or species fragmentation
Unlikely to occur as significant habitat loss or alteration within
this SPA site or functionally linked lands are not foreseen,
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Potential
for
Significant
Impact

significant water quality impacts are not predicted and
significant disturbance or displacement of any qualifying
interest species is not expected to ensue.
Slievefelim to
Silvermines
Mountains SPA
(004165)

8.26km to the southwest of the proposed
site.

Species
Hen
Harrier
cyaneus) [A082]

(Circus

Habitat loss/alteration
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SPA.
No potential for direct habitat loss.
No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SPA.
No significant indirect habitat effects envisaged.
Disturbance and/or displacement of species
No spatial overlap or hydrological connection between the
subject site and the SPA.
Proposal located within brownfield site in an urban built-up
environment.
Habitats present not considered suitable.
No significant disturbance/displacement effects likely.

No

Water quality
No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SPA.
Significant water quality effects not likely to occur.
Species fragmentation
Unlikely to occur as significant habitat loss or alteration within
this SPA site or functionally linked lands are not foreseen,
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Mountains West SAC
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Proximity of subject
site to nearest point
of Natura 2000 site

8.68km
of
proposed site.

the

Qualifying features of special
conservation interest

Habitats
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix
[4010]
European dry heaths
[4030]
Calaminarian grasslands
of the Violetalia
calaminariae [6130]

Assessment of the Likelihood of Potential Impacts

August 2020

Potential
for
Significant
Impact

significant water quality impacts are not predicted and
significant disturbance or displacement of this qualifying
interest species is not expected to ensue.
Habitat loss/alteration
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
No potential for direct habitat loss.

-

No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SAC.
No significant indirect habitat effects envisaged.

Water quality
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SAC.
Significant water quality effects not likely to occur.

No

Habitat fragmentation
Unlikely to occur as significant habitat loss or alteration within
this SAC site or functionally linked lands are not foreseen,
significant water quality impacts are not predicted and
significant disturbance or displacement of any qualifying
interest species is not expected to ensue.
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Natura 2000 site

Proximity of subject
site to nearest point
of Natura 2000 site

Qualifying features of special
conservation interest

Assessment of the Likelihood of Potential Impacts

Bolingbrook Hill SAC

9.55km south-east of
the proposed site.

Habitats
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix
[4010]
European dry heaths
[4030]
Species-rich Nardus
grasslands, on siliceous
substrates in mountain
areas (and submountain
areas, in Continental
Europe) [6230]

Habitat loss/alteration
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
No potential for direct habitat loss.

(002124)

Lough Derg, Northeast Shore SAC
(002241)

10.1km to the northwest of the proposed
site.

Habitats
Juniperus communis
formations on heaths or
calcareous grasslands
[5130]
Calcareous fens with
Cladium mariscus and

-

August 2020

Potential
for
Significant
Impact

No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SAC.
No significant indirect habitat effects envisaged.

Water quality
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SAC.
Significant water quality effects not likely to occur.

No

Habitat fragmentation
Unlikely to occur as significant habitat loss or alteration within
this SAC site or functionally linked lands are not foreseen,
significant water quality impacts are not predicted and
significant disturbance or displacement of any qualifying
interest species is not expected to ensue.
Habitat loss/alteration
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
No potential for direct habitat loss.

-

No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SAC.
No significant indirect habitat effects envisaged.

No

Water quality
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Proximity of subject
site to nearest point
of Natura 2000 site

Qualifying features of special
conservation interest

-

Lower River Shannon
SAC (002165)

10.4km to the southwest of the proposed
site.

species of the Caricion
davallianae [7210]
Alkaline fens [7230]
Limestone pavements
[8240]
Alluvial forests with Alnus
glutinosa and Fraxinus
excelsior (Alno-Padion,
Alnion incanae, Salicion
albae) [91E0]
Taxus baccata woods of
the British Isles [91J0]

Species
Freshwater Pearl Mussel
(Margaritifera
margaritifera) [1029]
Sea Lamprey (Petromyzon
marinus) [1095]
Brook Lamprey (Lampetra
planeri) [1096]
River Lamprey (Lampetra
fluviatilis) [1099]
Salmon (Salmo salar)
[1106]
Common Bottlenose
Dolphin (Tursiops
truncatus) [1349]

Assessment of the Likelihood of Potential Impacts

-

August 2020

Potential
for
Significant
Impact

No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SAC.
Significant water quality effects not likely to occur.

Habitat fragmentation
Unlikely to occur as significant habitat loss or alteration within
this SAC site or functionally linked lands are not foreseen,
significant water quality impacts are not predicted and
significant disturbance or displacement of any qualifying
interest species is not expected to ensue.
Habitat loss/alteration
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
No potential for direct habitat loss.
No direct hydrological connection between the subject site
and the SAC.
No significant indirect habitat effects envisaged.
Disturbance and/or displacement of species
No spatial overlap or hydrological connection between the
subject site and the SAC.
Proposal located within previously built ground in an urban
built-up environment.
Habitats present not considered suitable.
No significant disturbance/displacement effects likely.

No
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-
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Potential
for
Significant
Impact

Otter (Lutra lutra) [1355]

Habitats
Sandbanks which are
slightly covered by sea
water all the time [1110]
Estuaries [1130]
Mudflats and sandflats
not covered by seawater
at low tide [1140]
Coastal lagoons [1150]
Large shallow inlets and
bays [1160]
Reefs [1170]
Perennial vegetation of
stony banks [1220]
Vegetated sea cliffs of the
Atlantic and Baltic coasts
[1230]
Salicornia and other
annuals colonising mud
and sand [1310]
Atlantic salt meadows
(Glauco-Puccinellietalia
maritimae) [1330]

Water quality
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
No direct hydrological connection between the subject site
and the SAC.
Indirect hydrological connection via Lough Derg (intervening
hydrological distance of >30km)
Significant water quality effects not likely to occur.
Habitat fragmentation
Unlikely to occur as significant habitat loss or alteration within
this SAC site or functionally linked lands are not foreseen and
significant water quality impacts are not expected to ensue.
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Proximity of subject
site to nearest point
of Natura 2000 site

Qualifying features of special
conservation interest

-

-

-

-

Keeper Hill SAC
(001197)

10.9km to the southwest of the proposed
site.

Assessment of the Likelihood of Potential Impacts
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Potential
for
Significant
Impact

Mediterranean salt
meadows (Juncetalia
maritimi) [1410]
Water courses of plain to
montane levels with the
Ranunculion fluitantis and
Callitricho-Batrachion
vegetation [3260]
Molinia meadows on
calcareous, peaty or
clayey-silt-laden soils
(Molinion caeruleae)
[6410]
Alluvial forests with Alnus
glutinosa and Fraxinus
excelsior (Alno-Padion,
Alnion incanae, Salicion
albae) [91E0]

Habitats
Northern Atlantic wet
heaths with Erica tetralix
[4010]
Blanket bogs (* if active
bog) [7130]

Habitat loss/alteration
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
No potential for direct habitat loss.

-

No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SAC.
No significant indirect habitat effects envisaged.

Water quality
No spatial overlap between the subject site and the SAC.
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of Natura 2000 site

Qualifying features of special
conservation interest
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-

August 2020

Potential
for
Significant
Impact

No hydrological connection between the subject site and the
SAC.
Significant water quality effects not likely to occur.

Habitat fragmentation
Unlikely to occur as significant habitat loss or alteration within
this SAC site or functionally linked lands are not foreseen,
significant water quality impacts are not predicted and
significant disturbance or displacement of any qualifying
interest species is not expected to ensue.
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4.6.1 Cumulative/In-combination Impacts
As well as singular effects, the potential for in-combination or cumulative impacts also need to be
considered. A cumulative impact arises from incremental changes caused by past, present and
proposed projects together with the proposal considered in this document. Relevant plans and
projects have been identified in Section 4.3 above. The Lough Derg (Shannon) SAC is considered to
be the only Natura 2000 site which is structurally or functionally linked to the proposed development
site (refer to Table 4 above).
The proposal was considered in combination with other plans and projects in the area that could result
in cumulative impacts on Natura 2000 sites. No significant cumulative impacts are predicted with the
plans listed in Section 4.3, as each plan has a range of environmental and natural heritage policy
safeguards in place. These safeguards to protect the natural environment and Natura 2000 Sites will
also apply to the proposal described in this report.
The main source of potential adverse effects with regards to construction works in general is
considered to be adverse water quality effects. Were these to arise as a result of the proposed
development they could potentially result in cumulative adverse effects in the Lough Derg (Shannon)
SPA due to the indirect hydrological connection between the subject area and the designated site.
However, adverse water quality effects as a result of the proposal which would be considerable
enough to result in significant water quality effects within the SPA are not likely due to the nature of
the works and the intervening distance between the subject site and the SPA.
During demolition and construction, stormwater will be contained within the site where excavations
are undertaken, with sumps excavated as required. No dirty water will be discharged into the existing
storm water network. A new stormwater drainage system is being installed as part of the works while
retaining the existing storm drainage outfall and there will be no increase in the outfall rates. Bearing
this in mind, interaction between the proposed development and other land use activities such as
agriculture and urban run-off which could exert cumulative pressure on the aquatic ecology and water
quality of receiving watercourses is not considered likely. Therefore, significant cumulative effects on
the Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA as a result of the proposal are not envisaged.
The proposed development will connect to the public foul sewer and Nenagh UWWT plant. With
regards to UWWT plant, it is expected that that plant is currently operating in full accordance with its
current licence conditions. Significant cumulative effects on Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA as a result of
wastewater emissions are not likely.
It is objectively concluded that significant cumulative or in-combination impacts on the conservation
interests of the Natura 2000 Sites identified in Table 2 above are not likely.
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4.7 CONCLUSION OF SCREENING STAGE
The Screening for Appropriate Assessment is undertaken to determine the potential for likely
significant effects of a project, individually, or in combination with other plans or projects, in view of
the conservation objectives of the site on a Natura 2000 Site. The proposed development is within
15km of seven Natura 2000 sites. It has been objectively concluded that the following sites will not be
significantly impacted by the project and can therefore be screened out for Appropriate Assessment:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA (004058)
Slievefelim to Silvermines Mountains SPA (004165)
Silvermines Mountains West SAC (002258)
Bolingbrook Hill SAC (002124)
Lough Derg, North-east Shore SAC (002241)
Lower River Shannon SAC (002165)
Keeper Hill SAC (001197)
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Stage 1 - Screening
This is the first stage of the Appropriate Assessment process and that undertaken to determine the
likelihood of significant impacts as a result of a proposed project or plan. It determines need for a full
Appropriate Assessment.
If it can be concluded that no significant impacts to Natura 2000 sites are likely, then the assessment
can stop here. If not, it must proceed to Stage 2 for further, more detailed assessment.
Stage 2 - Natura Impact Statement (NIS)
The second stage of the Appropriate Assessment process assesses the impact of the proposal (either
alone or in combination with other projects or plans) on the integrity of the Natura 2000 site with
respect to the conservation objectives of the site and its ecological structure and function. This is a
much more detailed assessment that Stage 1. A Natura Impact Statement containing a professional
scientific examination of the proposal is required and includes any mitigation measure to avoid,
reduce or offset negative impacts.
If the outcome of Stage 2 is negative i.e. adverse impacts to the sites cannot be scientifically ruled out,
despite mitigation, the plan or project should proceed to Stage 3 or be abandoned.
Stage 3 - Assessment of alternative solutions
A detailed assessment must be undertaken to determine whether alternative ways of achieving the
objective of the project/plan exists.
Where no alternatives exist the project/plan must proceed to Stage 4.
Stage 4 - Assessment where no alternative solutions exist and where adverse impacts remain
The final stage is the main derogation process examining whether there are imperative reasons of
overriding public interest (IROPI) for allowing a plan or project to adversely affect a Natura 2000 site
where no less damaging solution exists.
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