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INTRODUCTION

Tipperary County Council is applying for planning permission to upgrade the Nenagh machinery yard
and waste recycling centre, in the townland of Shesheraghkeale in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary. Nenagh is
the largest town in North Tipperary and forms an important hub for both the county and the
surrounding catchment area. Given this context, it is identified that the existing waste recycling centre
in Nenagh requires a substantial upgrade. Also located on the site is the existing Machinery Yard for
North Tipperary. As part of the development, this existing facility will undergo a substantial upgrade,
which will include the construction of a new Administrative building. The proposed development
consists of the following elements:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The demolition and removal of the existing machinery yard and existing ground surfaces.
The demolition and removal of stores and recycling sheds.
Relocation of existing bitumen storage units and aggregate stores.
The construction of a new waste recycling centre and associated structures, new machinery
yard and maintenance facility.
The removal and upgrading of existing utilities.
The installation of new utilities including new service connections.
Realignment and upgrading of site entrance and access road.
Provision and modification of landscaping, lighting, boundary treatments, and all other
associated site and ancillary works.

The Nenagh Town & Environs Development Plan 2013-20191 identifies the need to “further increase
the use of recycling while decreasing the dependence on landfill as a means of depositing waste”. A
key problem identified by the Council is the increase of illegal dumping of waste. In order to address
these issues, it is absolutely necessary to increase the capacity and accessibility of recycling facilities
in Nenagh.
Malachy Walsh and Partners (MWP) have been engaged by Tipperary County Council to prepare an
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening Report for the proposed works. The purpose of this
Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Screening report is to detail findings from a desk based
appraisal of the proposed project to establish likely effects on the environment and advise if any
identified effects are likely to be significant and if an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) would
be appropriate for the proposal.
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SITE LOCATION AND DESCRIPTION

The development involves the upgrading of Nenagh Recycling Centre, situated to the southwest of
Nenagh town, County Tipperary. The Limerick Road R445 runs to the north of the site, Carey Glass
manufacturers is located to the east and south and Spring Meadows housing development is located
to the west. The overall footprint of the development site is approximately 1.4 hectares. Access to the
site is from an existing entrance off the regional road, R445. Refer to Figure 1 below for site location.
1

Tipperary County Council (2013) Nenagh Town & Environs Development Plan 2013 - 2019
1
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The proposed development is located within the townland of Shesheraghkeale and within the
Electoral Division (ED) of Nenagh West Urban. CSO data indicates that, in 2016, this ED had a total
population of 5,481 person’s resident2.

Figure 1. Location Map

The bedrock at the location and throughout the surrounding area is classified as “Waulsortian
Limestones”- ‘Massive unbedded lime-mudstone3 and the soil type is ‘Urban’4 . The Corine Landcover
Category (2018) at the site and surrounding it is ‘Artificial surfaces/ Industrial, commercial and
transport units’. Further out from this is ‘Urban fabric/Artificial surfaces’ to the north and east and
‘Agricultural areas/ Pastures ‘Agricultural areas/ Pastures’5to the south and west.
The closest watercourse is Nenagh North stream located approximately 1km to the east of the site.
Nenagh North is separated from the site by the Limerick Road R445 and the Careys Glass
manufacturers.
Compliance with the reporting requirements of the Water Framework Directive (Directive
2000/60/EC) obliges each Member State to publish reports providing summary information about
individual water bodies relating to their status, risks and objectives. Within this reporting framework,
the site is located within the ‘Lower Shannon’ catchment and the ‘Youghal [Tipperary]_SC_010’ subcatchment6. There is no WFD River Waterbody Status of the Nenagh North, the nearest monitoring
station ‘Bridge W. of Ardgregane’ is 7.62km downstream and in 2018 was of Moderate status. The
Nenagh North flows north-west and into Lough Derg 9.36km from the site. The nearest EPA river water
quality (2004- 2017) monitoring station is on the Ardgregane Stream is located 6.11km downstream.
2

http://census.cso.ie/agrimap/
https://dcenr.maps.arcgis.com/apps/MapSeries/index.html?appid=a30af518e87a4c0ab2fbde2aaac3c228
4
gis.teagasc.ie/soils/soilguide.php
5
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/
6
https://gis.epa.ie/EPAMaps/default
3
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The most recent (2017) evaluation for this station indicates that the Ardgregane Stream is considered
to have biological water quality value, or Q value, of ‘Q3-4 - Moderate Status’. This evaluation is based
on the composition and abundance of the invertebrate community in the stream at this location.

3

PROJECT CHARACTERISTICS

3.1 BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE OF THE PROJECT
The project objective is to modernise and improve the efficiency of the Tipperary County Council
machinery yard and waste recycling centre located in Nenagh town.

3.2

BRIEF PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Size, scale, area, land-take

The overall footprint of the development site is approximately 1.4 hectares and
does not extend beyond the current site boundary. The new building footprint
is 727m2. Refer to the proposed site layout plan in Figure 2 below and the
Planning Drawings submitted with this application.
Construction Phase
Demolition-Site Clearance and Preparation
•

Contractor will establish a compound which will likely be near the
north of the site.

•

Existing admin building will be demolished.

•

Existing recycling yard sheds will be demolished.

•

All asbestos containing materials (ACMs) will be removed off site by a
registered waste contractor. (Asbestos Surveys have been completed
on site).

•
Details of physical changes
that will take place during
the various stages of
implementing the proposal

Existing concrete and asphalt surfacing will be broken up and removed
off site.

•

Gullies will have silt traps to manage run-off during construction.

•

Approximate volumes of wastes:
o

Concrete 2000m3

o

Asphalt 300m3

o

Masonry 200m3

o

Timber 50m3

o

Stone material will be retained on site for cut/fill

Excavation
•

Existing underground attenuation and petrol interceptors will be
removed and disposed of appropriately in accordance with waste
legislation and classification.

3
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Petrol interceptor will be emptied prior to removal, and disposed of to
a designated waste facility.

Construction (Substructure)
•

Foundation will be excavated to depth, RC foundations cast will be put
in place.

•

Surface broken up and disposed of, levels re-graded using imported
material or on-site material.

•

Trenches will be dug for foul, surface water sewers, watermain and
telecom services. This comprises trench excavation, pipe installation,
trench backfill followed by installation of surfacing.

•

New drainage and utilities will be installed.

•

Engineered fill material will be imported to form new yard and
recycling centre levels.

Construction (Superstructure)
•

The superstructure above ground (new Machinery Yard Admin
Building) will then be completed.

•

The structure will be a mixture of steel framing, blockwork and precast
flooring.

•

New concrete and asphalt surfacing will be constructed

•

Wiring & plumbing will be followed by plastering. The heating system
will include renewable energy inputs.

•

Internal joinery will include timber skirting, architraves, doors, floors
and other fixtures.

•

Painting will be carried out by specialist contractors.

New public lighting and signage will be installed
Materials

Description of resource
requirements for the
construction/operation and
decommissioning of the
proposal (water resources,
construction material,
human presence etc)

•

Concrete: 2100m3

•

Clause 804 stone: 1326m3

•

Asphalt: 300m3

•

Steel: 10tn

•

Stone

•

Masonry

Machinery/Plant
•

20tonne Excavators

•

9 tonne dumpers

4
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•

Asphalt paving machine

•

Concrete pump

•

MEWPs
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Humans Presence (Employees etc)
Construction Team: 50-80 operatives approx.
Description of timescale for
the various activities that
will take place as a result of
implementation (including
likely start and finish date)

15 months:
Likely Start Date: March 2021
Finish Date: June 2022
Waste will be removed by suitably licenced waste contractors to appropriate
licenced waste facilities in agreement with Tipperary County Council. Only
authorised contractors licensed to handle and dispose asbestos containing
materials (ACMs) will be employed and the ACMs will be disposed of in a
suitable licensed waste facility.
Waste arising from demolition works:
• Concrete
• Asbestos containing materials
• Drainage materials
• Possibly contaminated soils
• Building materials (masonry, steel, timber)
Other operational wastes
• Domestic waste from canteen facilities on site
• Waste water will be discharged to the public sewer
• Residual wastes remaining after recycling

Description of wastes
arising and other residues
and their disposal

Stormwater
Stormwater currently drains to an existing storm drainage system on-site.
During construction, stormwater will be contained within the site where
excavations are undertaken, with sumps excavated as required. No dirty water
will be discharged into the existing storm water network. A new stormwater
drainage system is being installed as part of the works. This will pass through
an attenuation tank and interceptors, prior to discharge into a culvert and into
the existing public sewer. The existing storm drainage outfall will be retained
with no required increase in capacity.
Wastewater
Wastewater currently drains to the existing foul drainage system on-site. During
construction, the toilet facilities being used temporarily on site will be serviced
each day. The contractor will discharge into the existing foul network. A new
foul drainage system is being installed as part of the works. The finished
development will be connected to the public foul sewer.
Waste Management Plan
An integrated Waste Management Plan (WMP) will be developed and
implemented for the duration of the works. As part of this individual waste
streams will be identified at source and stored in dedicated skips for
subsequent disposal to licensed landfill or to recycling.
The operational waste management will be undertaken in accordance with an
appropriate waste authorisation from the Environmental Protection Agency.
5
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Fuel (Diesel) for plant/hand tools/construction materials/COSHH materials will
be stored within the compound. All plant will have bunded fuel tanks and will
be refuelled either off site or within a bunded area within this site compound.
Electrical network connection via a generator or mains connection if available.
The finished development will be connected to the public foul sewer and water
mains.
Surface water run-off will be discharged to the Nenagh North Stream via an
existing attenuation tank on site and outfall to the stream.

6
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Figure 2 Proposed Site Layout
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LEGISLATIVE CONTEXT FOR THE PROJECT

EIA legislation sets out the types of projects that may require EIA. Annex I of the Directive 2014/52/EU
defines mandatory projects that require EIA on the basis that these project types will always have
significant environmental effects. With regard to Annex II projects, EU Member States can choose to
apply thresholds or use case by case examination or a combination of both to assess whether these
projects require EIA in cases where a project is of a specified type but does not meet, or exceed, the
applicable threshold. This is done by reference to the criteria specified in Annex III of the Directive. As
none of the Annex I projects listed in Schedule 5 Part 1 are relevant to the proposed development, it
does not therefore trigger an automatic mandatory EIA requirement.
Under Irish legislation, Annex II project types are subject to thresholds, which are defined in the 2001
Planning and Development Regulations, as amended under the Fifth Schedule, Part II. The thresholds
are set at levels which distinguish between those projects, which, by virtue of the nature, size or
location, would be likely to have significant effects on the environment and those which would not.
Schedule 5 Part 2 identifies the following Annex II infrastructure projects and thresholds that are of
relevance to the proposed development:
Schedule 5 Part 2:
11 (e) Storage of scrap metal, including scrap vehicles where the site area would be
greater than 5 hectares.
The recycling facility will include the temporary storage of scrap metals on the site. The area of the
development is 1.4 hectares in size. It is a sub threshold development but it may nonetheless be
considered that the proposal does correspond to this project type.
The EIA Directive under Annex II 13 also includes a requirement for EIA for changes or extension to
projects already authorised, executed or in the process of being executed which may have significant
adverse effects on the environment. In this regard, Schedule 5 Part 2 Paragraph 13 (a) of the Planning
and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) sets out a requirement for EIA for: “Any change
or extension of development already authorised, executed or in the process of being executed (not
being a change or extension referred to in Part 1), which would: –
(i)

Result in the development being of a class listed in Part I or paragraphs 1 to
12 of Part 2 of this schedule, and

(ii) Result in an increase in size greater than
- 25%, or
- an amount equal to 50% of the appropriate threshold
whichever is the greater.
In considering the above criteria with respect to the current proposal, the following can be
determined:

9
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• Applying the Schedule 2 13(a)(i) criteria, the facility is already currently authorised for the types of
activities proposed.
• Applying the Schedule 2 13 (a)(ii) criteria the proposal would:
− not involve any increase above that of the applicable thresholds.
In the case of the current proposal, the relevant criteria as stipulated under Annex II 13 would not be
met or exceeded, and therefore, the proposed development would not automatically require
mandatory EIA or trigger EIA screening.

However, one of the fundamental objectives of the EIA Directive is that projects specified in Part 2
which are likely to have significant effects on the environment are made subject to an assessment
with regard to their effects. The Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) under
Schedule 5 Part 2 Category 15 therefore also includes a requirement for EIA for “Any project listed in
this Part which does not exceed a quantity, area or other limit specified in this Part in respect of the
relevant class of development but which would be likely to have significant effects on the
environment, having regard to the criteria set out in Schedule 7.
Therefore in accordance with the requirements of the EIA Directive where a project does not
automatically require EIA, it is best practice to carry out an environmental impact assessment
screening. Given the nature and type of proposal being envisaged, albeit below the threshold, it is
considered prudent to undertake an EIA screening assessment, to determine if a full EIA is required.
This EIA screening report provides the information necessary for the competent authority to
undertake the EIA screening assessment.

5

METHODOLOGY FOR ANNEX III CRITERIA ASSESSMENT

The EIA Screening was completed by reviewing the proposed development against the criteria
included in Annex III of the EIA Directive (2014/92/EU). The criteria are grouped under three headings
and are used to help in the screening process to determine whether a development is likely to have a
significant effect on the environment. The criteria are outlined here below.
Schedule 7 - Criteria for determining whether Development listed in Part 2 of Schedule 5 should be
subject to an Environmental Impact Assessment.
Characteristics of proposed development
The characteristics of the projects must be considered, with particular regard to:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)
f)

the size and design of the whole project;
the cumulation with other existing and/or approved projects;
the use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity;
the production of waste;
pollution and nuisances;
the risk of major accidents and/or disasters which are relevant to the project concerned,
including those caused by climate change, in accordance with scientific knowledge;
g) the risks to human health (for example due to water contamination or air pollution).
Location of proposed development
10
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The environmental sensitivity of geographical areas likely to be affected by projects must be
considered, with particular regard to:
a) the existing and approved land use;
b) the relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources
(including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in the area and its underground;
c) the absorption capacity of the natural environment, paying particular attention to the
following areas:
i.
wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths;
ii.
coastal zones and the marine environment;
iii.
mountain and forest areas;
iv.
nature reserves and parks;
v.
areas classified or protected under legislation; Natura 2000 areas designated by Member
States pursuant to Directive 92/43/EEC and Directive 2009/147/EC;
vi.
areas in which there has already been a failure to meet the environmental quality
standards, laid down in Union legislation and relevant to the project, or in which it is
considered that there is such a failure;
vii.
densely populated areas;
viii.
landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological significance.
Type and characteristics of potential impacts
The potential likely significant effects of projects on the environment must be considered in relation
to criteria set out in points 1 and 2 of this Annex, and having with regard in particular to the impact of
the project on the factors specified in Article 3(1), taking into account:
a) the magnitude and spatial extent of the impact (for example geographical area and size
of the affected population likely to be affected);
b) the nature of the impact;
c) the transfrontier transboundary nature of the impact;
d) The magnitude intensity and complexity of the impact;
e) the probability of the impact;
f) the expected onset, duration, frequency and reversibility of the impact;
g) the cumulation of the impact with the impact of other existing and/or approved projects;
h) the possibility of effectively reducing the impact.

6

ANNEX III CRITERIA ASSESSMENT

This section presents an assessment of the proposed development against the criteria included in
Annex III of the EIA Directive (2014/92/EU). The criteria are grouped under three headings and these
are presented below relevant to the proposal.

11
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

6.1.1 The size of the proposed development
The size of the proposed development is 1.4 ha. It will not increase in size from the existing
development. More over the proposal is to re-configure the existing facilities in order to increase
efficiency and capacity in both the machinery yard and the recycling centre.
6.1.2 The cumulation with other existing and/or approved projects
The proposal was considered in combination with other projects in the area that could result in
cumulative environmental impacts.
A search of Tipperary County Council’s on-line planning enquiry system determined that there are
several current grants of planning permission for the townland of Shesheraghkeale. These permissions
are outlined in Table 1 below.
Table 1. Current grants of planning permission for the townland of Shesheraghkeale
Applicant
Decision Date
Development Description
Name
Ref: 18601348
Decision Date: 01/15/2019
Description: The construction of 22 no. houses,
Name: Singland Decision: permission granted
consisting of 12 no. x 4 bedroom/two storey houses, 8
Homes Ltd
conditionally
no. x 4 bedroom/two storey houses and 2 no. x 2
bedroom/single storey houses and all associated site
works. The development will be within 4 no. existing
vacant plot.
Ref: 16600684
Decision Date: 9/15/2016,
Description: Dwelling house and garage with access via
Name: Tim
Decision: permission granted
existing entrance along with all ancillary site works.
Maher
conditionally
Ref: 15600885
Decision Date: 12/8/2015
Description: Amendments to the Protected Structure
Name: Paul
Decision: permission granted
(No.86 as identified in Nenagh & Environs
O'Brien
conditionally
Development Plan RPS) known as 'Springfort House'
including removal of existing scullery, stairs and attic
space, removal of existing windows and modification of
existing openings.

A review of EPA licensed operators within the area located two IEL Licensed premises; ‘Arrabawn Cooperative Society Limited’ (Licence No. P0791) on the south side of Stafford Street, Nenagh. ‘Anglo
Beef Processors Ireland Unlimited Company t/a ABP Nenagh’ Limited’ (Licence No. P0184) just off the
N52, to the north-east of Nenagh Town. There is an IPC Licensed facility ‘Procter & Gamble
(Manufacturing) Ireland Limited’ (Licence No.P0067), located to the north-east of the site on
Gortlandroe Industrial Estate, Nenagh, Tipperary. The Tipperary Urban Wastewater Treatment
(UWWT) Plant Primary Effluent Emission Point is located on the Old Birr Road, Nenagh along the
Nenagh/Lisbunny River, also at this site was a 3P - Tertiary P Removal plant, this is now closed. This
UWWT Plant site is located within another sub catchment the ‘Nenagh_SC_020’7.
It is not considered likely that there will be significant cumulative impacts arising from the proposed
development.
6.1.3 The use of natural resources, in particular land, soil, water and biodiversity
The site will occupy the same land size and have the same land use so there will be no use of land and
soils. The land use will not change so there will be no impact on biodiversity.
7

https://gis.EPAMaps/default https://gis.EPAMaps/default
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Water will be required during construction and an increase in water usage during the operational
period can be expected due to the increase in capacity of the facility. The development will be
connected to the public water supply. Connection permissions and usage volumes will be in
agreement with Irish Water. The use of water for the development does not constitute a significant
or complex impact.
6.1.4 The production of waste
The recycling centre and the machinery yard will produce a small amount of residual waste during its
operation which will require disposal. The majority of the recyclable waste received at the centre will
be segregated and temporarily stored prior to removal to appropriate recycling outlets. The operation
of the facility will be carried out in accordance with the conditions of an appropriate waste
authorisation from the EPA. An integrated Waste Management Plan (WMP) will be developed and
implemented for the duration of the works. Any wastes generated will be removed from the site by
an appropriate licensed contractor to an appropriate waste facility. Potential wastes include
construction waste, services waste, or fuel and oil waste.
The development will be connected to the public sewer with resulting wastewaters exported to the
local WWTP. Connection permissions which will include estimated foul water volumes will be in
agreement with Irish Water.
Storm water run-off will be attenuated and pass through a petrol interceptor prior to discharge to the
storm water system.
The proposed development will not yield significant volumes of wastes or hazardous wastes.

6.1.5 Pollution and nuisances
Some temporary nuisance may arise as a result of noise and dust from construction activities, workers
and traffic to and from the site. However, best practice construction techniques for noise and dust
suppression will be employed to minimise adverse impact to neighbouring areas.
During the operational phase, the recycling centre will not take in unsorted municipal waste. The
permitted recycling materials accepted are clean and dry and will be placed into designated skips and
containers. Once full, skips will be removed and there will be no long term storage of waste materials
onsite. Odour nuisance is not considered to be likely.
The proposed development does not involve construction or operation activities which would yield
significant pollution or nuisance impacts.

6.1.6 The risk of major accidents and/or disasters
Household hazardous materials e.g. batteries will be accepted onto the site in small amounts and they
will be stored in appropriate containers ready for transport for disposal. Due to the nature of the
materials and the small amounts involved on the site at any one time, it is not considered that there
is a likely risk of a major accident.

13
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6.1.7 The risks to human health
There will be temporary nuisances associated with the construction of the project. The scheme will be
connected to the public sewer and resulting wastewater directed to the local WWTP. The project is a
relatively small development, which will not involve significant risks to human health.

6.2

LOCATION OF PROJECTS

6.2.1 The existing and approved land use
The existing site is a local authority operated recycling centre consisting of a machinery yard, stores,
and recycling sheds for public use.
6.2.2

The relative abundance, availability, quality and regenerative capacity of natural resources
(including soil, land, water and biodiversity) in the area and its underground
This project is of a modest size on a brown field site in the urban setting of Nenagh town. There is no
overlap or direct hydrological connection with any Natura 2000 site. The land is waste land and not
considered to be of high quality. There is no spatial overlap between the subject site and any Natura
2000 site. There is no potential for direct or indirect habitat loss envisaged and there is no direct
hydrological connection between the subject site and any Natura 2000 site.
There are no watercourses draining the site (the nearest water courses are located at approximately
0.098km away), however, there is an indirect hydrological connection to the Nenagh North Stream,
which in turn drains into the Ardgregane Stream and into Lough Derg.

6.2.3

The absorption capacity of the natural environment

6.2.3.1 Wetlands, riparian areas, river mouths
The closest wetland is Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA (004058) is the closest Wetland habitat to the
proposed site. It is located approximately 6km to the north-east of the proposed site. The likelihood
of potential impacts is unlikely to occur as significant habitat loss or alteration within this SPA site or
functionally linked lands are not foreseen. Significant water quality impacts are not predicted and
significant disturbance or displacement of any qualifying interest species is not expected to ensue.
Please refer to the separate screening for Appropriate Assessment for further details.
It will not have a significant effect on the absorption capacity of the natural environment.

6.2.3.2 Coastal zones and the marine environment
The site lies inland away from the coast.

6.2.3.3 Mountain and forest areas
The site and surrounds lie in relatively low lying and gently undulating ground. There are no forestry
areas within close proximity or in the surrounding area of the site.

6.2.3.4 Nature reserves and parks
There are no nature reserves or parks in the area that will be affected by the project.

14
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6.2.3.5

Areas classified or protected under legislation; Natura 2000 areas designated by Member
States pursuant to Directive 92/43/EEC and Directive 2009/147/EC
The proposed development is within 15km of seven Natura 2000 sites; Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA
(004058), Slievefelim to Silvermines Mountains SPA [004165], Silvermines Mountains West SAC
(002258), Bolingbrook Hill SAC (002124), Lough Derg, North-east Shore SAC (002241), Lower River
Shannon SAC (002165), Keeper Hill SAC (001197).
A Screening for Appropriate Assessment has been prepared to determine whether the proposed
housing scheme is likely to have a significant effect on the conservation objectives of Natura 2000
sites. It concluded that the project as currently proposed will not have a significant adverse effect on
Natura 2000 sites.

6.2.3.6

Areas in which there has already been a failure to meet the environmental quality standards,
laid down in Union legislation and relevant to the project, or in which it is considered that
there is such a failure
The nearest EPA river water quality (2004- 2017) monitoring station on the Ardgregane Stream is
located 6.11km downstream. A number of previous pressures have been recorded on this watercourse
arising from a combination of hydro morphological and industrial sources however the most recent
(2017) evaluation for this station indicates that the Ardgregane Stream is considered to have biological
water quality value, or Q value, of ‘Q3-4 - Moderate Status’.
6.2.3.7 Densely populated areas
Nenagh town is recorded as having a total population of 8,656 people as of the most recent 2016
census. The Nenagh Machinery Yard and recycling centre lies within the Electoral Division of Nenagh
West Urban which has a total population of 5,481 as recorded in the 2018 Census.
6.2.3.8 Landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological significance
There are no known landscapes and sites of historical, cultural or archaeological significance within
the site or in the immediate nearby surrounding area. There are three recorded sites or architectural
importance within 500m of the site; Annebrook House, a farm house from the mid 1800s (Reg. No.
22305115), Solsborough House, a property with a gateway erected in 1863 or apparent artistic value
(Reg No. 22402023) and the Manor, a property built c. 1840 with distinguished architectural features.

6.3 TYPE AND CHARACTERISTICS OF THE POTENTIAL IMPACT
The type and characteristics of the potential impacts of the project on the environment are addressed
in the following table:
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3. Type and characteristics of the potential impact
(a) the magnitude and spatial extent of the impact
(for example geographical area and size of the
population likely to be affected);
(b) the nature of the impact;
(c)
(d)

(e)
(f)
(g)

(h)

March 2021

Appraisal
There will be no change to the existing development footprint and size. The proposal will take place
entirely within the existing site boundary. Localised impact.

No change in impacts to that of the current scenario. The potential environmental impacts of
significance include effects on water (stormwater run-off and wastewaters) noise, and air (air quality).
the transboundary nature of the impact;
n/a
the intensity and complexity of the impact;
Noise: The will be no change in the nature and level of noise emissions from the facility as a result of the
proposal. Traffic generated by the proposal will not be a significant change to existing.
Air: The will be no change in the nature and level of emissions to air from the facility as a result of the
proposal.
Water: A new fully engineered stormwater collection system will be installed at the facility. There will
be no change in the nature and level of water discharges the facility as a result of the proposal.
the probability of the impact;
Impacts cannot be fully eliminated but can be controlled.
the expected onset, duration, frequency, No change in the nature or intensity of impacts to that of the current scenario.
reversibility of the impact;
the cumulation of the impact with the impact of The will be no significant change in the nature and level of existing impacts from the facility. Therefore,
other existing and/or approved projects;
there is no likelihood or potential for further additional cumulative impacts as a consequence of the
proposed project.
the possibility of effectively reducing the impact. Impacts can be effectively managed through existing preventative and pollution controls systems
currently employed at the site. The facility will be regulated by the EPA. There will be no requirement
for any specific additional control measures for the current proposal.
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EU GUIDANCE EIA SCREENING CHECKLIST

The EC Guidance on EIA Screening (EC, 2017) provides a checklist to help users decide whether EIA is required based on the characteristics of a project and its
environment. This screening checklist is included below on Table 2.
Table 2 Screening Checklist
Questions to be Considered For further guidance on Yes / No / ? . Briefly describe
factors to be considered see the more detailed questions
listed in the Scoping Guidance

Is this likely to result in a significant
effect? Yes/No/? – Why?

1. Will construction, operation, decommissioning or No
demolition works of the Project involve actions that will
cause physical changes in the locality (topography, land
use, changes in waterbodies, etc)?

No
There will be no change in land use,
topography, etc. as the proposed
development will take place within the
existing site.
.

2. Will construction or operation of the Project use
natural resources such as land, water, materials or energy,
especially any resources which are non-renewable or in
short supply?

No
There will be no significant use of any
one material or natural resources that
are in short supply. Existing utilities can
cater for the proposed development.

Yes
The project will involve the use of materials including the
use of 2100m3 of concrete, 1326m3 of clause 804, 300m3
of Asphalt and 10tn of steel during the construction
phase of the project. Other materials including stone
and masonry, will be utilised during the construction.
There will not be a significant use of any other natural
resources, and no natural resources will be used that will
be in short supply.
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Questions to be Considered For further guidance on Yes / No / ? . Briefly describe
factors to be considered see the more detailed questions
listed in the Scoping Guidance

Is this likely to result in a significant
effect? Yes/No/? – Why?

3.
Will the Project involve use, storage, transport,
handling or production of substances or materials which
could be harmful to human health, to the environment or
raise concerns about actual or perceived risks to human
health?

No
There will be no significant change to
existing operations as the project will
merely be increasing it’s recycling
capacity to meet demand. The new
proposal would not pose any serious
negative additional implications or risks
to human health.

Yes
As per the current scenario, the proposal involves the
use, storage, transport and handling of waste as a waste
recycling centre and machinery yard.

4.
Will the Project produce solid wastes during Yes
construction or operation or decommissioning?

No
The existing and proposed project is a
waste recycling facility and all waste will
continue to be managed and operated
by the local authority in accordance with
the
relevant
consents
and
authorisations.
Demolition waste will be produced
during the construction phase and will
be recycled and disposed of in
accordance with industry best practice
and waste management legislation.
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Questions to be Considered For further guidance on Yes / No / ? . Briefly describe
factors to be considered see the more detailed questions
listed in the Scoping Guidance

Is this likely to result in a significant
effect? Yes/No/? – Why?

5. Will the Project release pollutants or any hazardous, Yes
toxic or noxious substances to air or lead to exceeding
Ambient Air Quality standards in Directives 2008/50/EC
and 2004/107/EC?

No
It is expected that dust generation
during construction works and fumes
from construction plant and vehicles will
arise but these will be minimal. The
employment of good construction
management practices will serve to
minimise the risk of dust emissions.
There will be no new air pollutants
emitted
from
the
proposed
development.

6. Will the Project cause noise and vibration or the Yes
releasing of light, heat energy or electromagnetic
radiation?

No
Minor noise and vibration will occur as
part of construction. However, such
activities will take place during day time
hours and will be controlled. There will
be no cause of light, heat or
electromagnetic radiation as a result of
the proposed development. There will
be no significant change in noise as a
result of the operational phase. It will
be typical of existing permitted site
operations.
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Questions to be Considered For further guidance on Yes / No / ? . Briefly describe
factors to be considered see the more detailed questions
listed in the Scoping Guidance

Is this likely to result in a significant
effect? Yes/No/? – Why?

7. Will the Project lead to risks of contamination of land No
or water from releases of pollutants onto the ground or
into surface waters, groundwater, coastal wasters or the
sea?

No
The proposal does not introduce any
new or additional risk. There will be
appropriate
management
and
treatment
of
stormwater
and
wastewater discharges from the site
which will provide protection against
any possible risks of contamination of
land and waters.

8. Will there be any risk of accidents during construction Yes
or operation of the Project which could affect human
health or the environment?

No
Construction health and safety
legislation will be complied with in
design and construction.
The proposal does not introduce any
new or additional risk. Similar to
existing site operations risks will be
appropriately managed.
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Questions to be Considered For further guidance on Yes / No / ? . Briefly describe
factors to be considered see the more detailed questions
listed in the Scoping Guidance

Is this likely to result in a significant
effect? Yes/No/? – Why?

9. Will the Project result in environmentally related social Yes
changes, for example, in demography, traditional
lifestyles, employment?

No
It is envisaged that at the peak of
construction, there will be an additional
50-80
workers
employed.
This
represents a potential positive impact
on the local population and
employment.
The proposal will provide a level of
security of employment for the existing
on-site workforce. The project will also
better facilitate the recycling needs of
the town than at present.

10. Are there any other factors that should be considered
such as consequential development which could lead to
environmental effects or the potential for cumulative
impacts with other existing or planned activities in the
locality?

No
No
There is no known consequential development likely to
rise or potential for cumulative or in-combination
effects due the proposal.

11. Is the project located within or close to any area which
are protected under international, EU or national or local
legislation for their ecological, landscape, cultural or other
value, which could be affected by the project?

Yes
There are a total of seven Natura 2000 sites located
within 15km of the proposed development. Lough Derg
(Shannon) SPA is the closest of these seven Natura 2000
sites at 6.35km to the north-west of the proposed site.
All other Natura 2000 sites are located over 8km from
the proposed site.
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was carried out and determined no
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application.

19264-6004-A

EIA Screening Report

March 2021

Questions to be Considered For further guidance on Yes / No / ? . Briefly describe
factors to be considered see the more detailed questions
listed in the Scoping Guidance

Is this likely to result in a significant
effect? Yes/No/? – Why?

12. Are there any other areas on or around the location No
which are important or sensitive for reasons of their
ecology e.g. wetlands, watercourses or other
waterbodies, the coastal zone, mountains, forests or
woodlands, which could be affected by the project?

No

13. Are there any areas on or around the location which
are used by protected, important or sensitive species of
fauna or flora e.g. for breeding, nesting, foraging, resting,
overwintering, migration, which could be affected by the
project?

Yes
Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA is 6.35km to the north-west
of the proposed site. All other Natura 200 sites are
located over 8km from the proposed site.

No
A screening for Appropriate Assessment
was carried out and determined no
significant effect. This AA screening
report accompanies the planning
application.

14. Are there any inland, coastal, marine or
underground waters on or around the location which
could be affected by the project?

Yes
The closest watercourse is the ‘Nenagh North’ -EPA
name: ‘Monsea 25’, located approximately 1km at its
closest point, to the east of the site. This first order
stream flows into the ‘Ardgregane’ a third order stream
approximately 0.5km to the north of the site.

No
There will be no significant impacts on
water
quality,
hydrology
or
hydrogeology as a result of the
proposed works.

15. Are there any areas or features of high landscape or
scenic value on or around the location which could be
affected by the project?

No

No
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Questions to be Considered For further guidance on Yes / No / ? . Briefly describe
factors to be considered see the more detailed questions
listed in the Scoping Guidance

Is this likely to result in a significant
effect? Yes/No/? – Why?

16. Are there any routes or facilities on or around the
location which are used by the public for access to
recreation or other facilities, which could be affected by
the project?

Yes
No
As per the current scenario, the project involves use of Traffic associated with the project will
Public and local access road networks.
be adequately managed. The layout of
the entrance has been designed so as to
prevent queuing into the site. There is
an existing right turn filter lane into the
site which prevents queuing on the
public road.

17. Are there any transport routes on or around the
location which are susceptible to congestion or which
cause environmental problems, which could be affected
by the project?

Yes
No
The Limerick Road R445 is a regional road and one of Traffic associated with the project will
several main roads into Nenagh town.
be adequately managed. The layout of
the entrance has been designed so as to
prevent queuing into the site. There is
an existing right turn filter lane into the
site which prevents queuing on the
public road.

18. Is the project in a location where it is likely to be
highly visible to many people?

No
No
The project is located within an existing machinery yard
and recycling centre off the R445 with an existing
entrance separating it from the regional road. It is not
highly visible to many people due to the entrance having
high walks and gates. The site is not directly visible to
the public on the R445 road.
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Questions to be Considered For further guidance on Yes / No / ? . Briefly describe
factors to be considered see the more detailed questions
listed in the Scoping Guidance

Is this likely to result in a significant
effect? Yes/No/? – Why?

19. Are there any areas or features of historic or cultural No
No
importance on or around the location which could be
There are no nearby features of historic or cultural
affected by the project?
importance.

20. Is the project located in a previously undeveloped
area where there will be loss of greenfield land?

No

No

21. Are there existing land uses within or around the
location e.g. homes, gardens, other private property,
industry, commerce, recreation, public open space,
community facilities, agriculture, forestry, tourism,
mining or quarrying which could be affected by the
project?

Yes
Carey Glass-glass manufacturers is located to the east
and south and Spring Meadows housing development is
located to the west. Agriculture is the main land use in
the area south of the proposed development. There are
industrial and commercial businesses located close to
the proposed development.

No
The
project
essentially
is
a
redevelopment of an existing recycling
centre and machinery yard and so
activities that are currently undertaken
at the site will have increased capacity,
but will not change. There will be no
additional risk to the local receiving
environment.

22. Are there any plans for future land uses on or
around the location which could be affected by the
project?

No

No

23. Are there any areas on or around the location which No
are densely populated or built-up, which could be
The surrounding area consists of a mixture of residential,
affected by the project?
commercial and agricultural on the outskirts of Nenagh
town. It is not considered to be a densely populated area
but is moderately built up.
24
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It is not anticipated that the project
could affect the surrounding location of
the proposed development.
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Questions to be Considered For further guidance on Yes / No / ? . Briefly describe
factors to be considered see the more detailed questions
listed in the Scoping Guidance

Is this likely to result in a significant
effect? Yes/No/? – Why?

24. Are there any areas within or around the location
which are occupied by sensitive land uses e.g. hospitals,
schools, places of worship, community facilities, which
could be affected by the project?

No
It is not anticipated that the project
could affect the nearby nursing home
and there are no other areas of sensitive
land use within or around the location of
the proposed development.

No
The project does not pose additional risk to the local
receiving environment as there are no sensitive land use
areas in the surrounding vicinity. There is a Nursing
home (Nenagh Manor Nursing Home) located
approximately 500 meters away from the proposed
development.

25. Are there any areas within or around the location No
which contain important, high quality or scarce resources
e.g. groundwater, surface waters, forestry, agriculture,
fisheries, tourism, minerals, which could be affected by
the project?

No

26. Are there any areas within or around the location No
which are already subject to pollution or environmental
damage e.g. where existing legal environmental standards
are exceeded, which could be affected by the project?

No

27. Is the project location susceptible to earthquakes, No
subsidence, landslides, erosion, flooding or extreme or
adverse climatic conditions e.g. temperature inversions,
fogs, severe winds, which could cause the project to
present environmental problems?

No
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CONCLUSION

8.1 CONCLUSION OF THE EIA SCREENING
Having considered the proposed project in the context of mandatory EIA under the regulations, it was
concluded that there is no requirement for EIA.
The proposal was also further assessed in accordance with the regulated criteria for determining
whether or not a development would or would not be Likely to have Significant Effects on the
Environment as specified in Annex III of the EIA Directive 2011/92/EU (as amended by 2014/52/EU).
Having regard to the characteristics of the proposal in consideration of the size, nature, location and
characteristic of the potential impacts, it is considered that the proposal would not introduce any new
or additional effects of a significant or adverse nature such as to have a significant effect on the
environment or warrant an EIA.
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