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Ara River Walkway, Tipperary Town: An Ecological Reanimation Project with Special
Emphasis on Social, Educational/Nature-awareness and Amenity/Social services.

1.0

INTRODUCTION.

Tipperary County Council proposes to carry out the following development located in the
townlands of Collegeland and Knockanrawley, Tipperary Town, Co. Tipperary. This
development will include the ecological reanimation of approximately 1km on the Ara River,
which includes enhancement and stabilisation works along its main channel and the creation
of a variety of associated habitat features. The main purpose of this work is to appropriately
enhance the overall environmental conditions of the site, optimising its location for amenity
and education. The development will also include a c.1km gravelled walkway located parallel
with the existing river channel and connecting it to the existing path near Glenview. The
development will include an off-stream wetland and boardwalk through the wetland, in-stream
rubble mats and deflectors, landscaping, a children’s playground, community event areas and
river observation point, providing visitors unique visual access of aquatic habitats. A new
clear span pedestrian bridge will provide enhanced access with security provided by
appropriate fencing and hedging along the adjacent school boundary. Landscaping, with
appropriate vegetation including trees, will further enhance the biodiversity, recreational,
social and aesthetic value of the development area.

The local authority and project designers recognise that the various social, economic and
environmental challenges associated for such a project as this, are inextricably linked - its
promoters, landowners, local communities and associated environmental agencies, including
those of fisheries and biodiversity, have been contacted and engaged where needed.

Figure 1: Existing aerial view of site
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The proposed riparian reanimation works are designed for a short, 1km section of the c.
50km-long Ara River. Nonetheless, all restoration endeavour of this kind must have a starting
point and thus inspire more of what may follow. In this instance, by starting close to the centre
of Tipperary Town and on the lands adjacent to the Abbey secondary school where
education, environmental awareness and other social/science skills are taught, it provides the
ideal starting point. Its close proximity to Tipperary Town centre and other amenities makes
the proposed project a flagship for community engagement.
The design criteria for the project follows the ‘Universal Design Model’ delivering
effectiveness, robustness and aesthetic appeal. The land area available, soils, embankments
and vegetation of the site will reflect each need and deliverable.

2.0

PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND PROPOSED WORKS

The improvement works for the embankments of the River Ara that flows along the Abbey
school’s site will include habitat, amenity and aesthetic improvement/enhancement. It is not
intended to carry out any excavation of the existing river channel or bank. There will be
clearing and removing debris along the riverbanks, along with planting native trees as part of
the river enhancement works. The works start adjacent to the school entrance and bridge and
continue 1km downstream to where there is an existing path under the railway bridge. Design
drawings are included with the application and provided as following:

Site location map: 17257_3_01
Existing site layout plan: 17257_3_02
Proposed site layout plan: 17257_3_03
Layout plan detail map: 17257_3_04
Layout plan detail 1 of 3: 17257_3_05
Layout plan detail 2 of 3: 17257_3_06
Layout plan detail 3 of 3: 17257_3_07
Cross sections 1 of 2: 17257_3_08
Cross sections 2 of 2: 17257_3_09
Typical details: 17257_3_10

Page 3

River Ara Walkway
February 2020

Figure 2: Proposed site layout

The works at the upper section (north west) of the river will be minimal due to the narrow
stretch of river and access confined by an existing wall. This existing wall that extends c.
150m from the bridge along the top of the river channel will be retained and screened using
soft engineering methods (vegetation). The path will start at a new clear span pedestrian
bridge to be installed as part of the project to provide separate access to the site. The bridge
will be a concrete or steel bridge, anchored to the embankment of the river, with no instream
work or structure required. The bridge will be primarily for pedestrian access, with occasional
vehicle access for the purposes of site maintenance. The path will be surfaced using gravel or
crushed stone and have a width of 3m. This will provide comfortable and safe access for
pedestrians, including buggies, wheelchairs and maintenance personnel.

Approximately 80m from the entrance there is an existing driving school track, which extends
c. 200m along the river. This will be retained with the final section moved away from the river
side at the lower turning circle, to facilitate the installation of a new boundary fence from the
site. The boundary fence will be a 2.4m high green box mesh fence, with native species
hedge planting.

The initial 200m of the river walkway will include the path, fencing and tree planting only.
From this point onwards the site begins to open out as the existing driving track moves
slightly to the west. In-stream rubble mats and river deflectors will be positioned so as to
create riffles in the watercourse.

Clearing of the main water corridor will have the benefit of providing overflows along the outer
edges of the watercourse, of benefit especially during periods of peak flow whilst also restoring the
in-stream range of habitats. The work will minimally impact on the stream’s current low-water flow
through the use of sediment prevention measures. The rubble mats with the
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deflectors along the river edge at appropriate locations will diversify the river’s range of
aquatic habitats.

Figure 3: Example of Rubble mats

Figure 4: Example of in-stream deflectors

The path/walkway continues close along the river here as it does for the entire section of the
project corridor, with occasional viewing points to allow closer safe public access to the river
edge.
Towards the centre of the site the area opens out to a proposed play, meeting and event
area. This will be developed with features to include a playground, which will focus on natural
materials (sand, large stones and tree trunks).
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Figure 5: Example of natural playground features

A meeting area with amphitheatre characteristics will provide a natural setting, using natural,
on-site materials, such as boulders for seating, to cater for community events and gatherings.
This community event area will give a sense of connectivity between performers, audience
and place. Using on-site materials reduces material costs, increases the natural value of the
site and decreases the need for engineered structures.

Opposite the play area and within the river, in-stream cameras or viewing options will be
installed to provide the public real-time viewing of aquatic life in the river. These may be
electronic cameras, periscopes, or viewing lenses. Safe access will be provided for viewing
into the river along with signage and QR code plaques for further information. This feature will
provide insight into the dynamics and life of the stream and be of educational value to
students and particularly young children. Considering the public nature of the site, safety is a
vital component of the design, and these viewing areas will be created with site appropriate
safety features installed.

Wetland
A wetland with varying water depth and diverse plant life will be created off-stream in an area
that is already influenced by standing water at times. This shallow, densely vegetated habitat
will enhance the ecology and wildlife within the development site. A boardwalk through the
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wetland along with access points along the edge will provide opportunity for viewing the
varied plants and wildlife species that will inhabit the wetland. People will be able to enjoy the
wild species such as dragonflies, birds and flowering plants. Jetties (fenced) will be placed at
points to allow access out over the wetland. The water supply will be supplied through
groundwater and overland flow. The wetland will be designed and developed to allow for
water levels to rise and fall naturally taking account of rainfall on the area. Its edge will be
landscaped so that the fluctuations will be minimally observed. The edge planting within a
safety ledge will provide security for public use of the site while also aiding in keeping the
water clean. The wetland will be a significant resource for both amenity and education, whilst
also recognised for their association with human well-being.

Figure 6: Example of wetland

The lower section of the river channel will continue with the edge improvements and clearing,
along with further rubble mats and deflectors. Soft engineering measures such as channel
cleaning will enhance this section of the river channel before it begins to narrow as it flows
towards the railway track, where the path project site ends. The proposed trackway will
connect with the existing path which continues under the railway bridge into Glenview
towards the playing pitches and GAA grounds. The connection with this existing path will
provide an overall 2km of continuous walking between the new river walk and the town loop.

Site landscaping
Tree and woodland establishment on the banks of the stream and walkway will provide:
1. Impedance at times of high flow,
2. A visual screen between the town and river,
3 Habitat enhancement for wildlife/nature,
4. Seclusion (including eco-therapy) for those walking the embankment,
5. Increased awareness of the values of trees and woodland.
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Figure 7: Example of tree establishment along walkway.

Species will include; Alder, Birch, Holly, Willow spp. Black Poplar, Hawthorn, Blackthorn,
Elder, Hazel, Guelder Rose, Apple, among other native tree and shrub species.
Flow-resistant helophyte species (sedges, reeds, aquatic grasses, rushes and iris) will be
established in areas of the river that are minimally water-covered during low flow. On the river
embankment and along sections of the path tree and shrub planting are proposed. Similar
species will be planted within the wetland, where a variety of marginal, emergent and aquatic
plant species will establish. Grasses and wildflowers will be sown around sections of the site.
A landscape plan will be delivered, with particular focus on a natural/native plan that will be
low maintenance. Smaller areas of more ornate and structured planting may be included, with
potential for community gardening and education.

Walkway
The walkway will have its base structure built from on-site soil material, with upper dressing
using suitable gravels. The upper layer of the path will be finished with appropriate freedraining stone aggregate to allow easy pedestrian and wheelchair access whilst allowing for
short ground vegetation cover along the verge and minimally on the surface. The positioning
of the pathway (access route) along the stretch of the river will vary in proximity to the river
with its width no less than 2.5m throughout – allowing safe easy access and maintenance.

Page 8

River Ara Walkway – Project overview
February 2020

Figure 8: Example of walkway

River channel
The c.1km stretch of river will have its channel edges enhanced and stabilised. This will be
carried out on the school side of the site only. There will be no impact on the existing channel
which will be retained, with any enhancement, such as clearing, focused directly alongside
the existing channel. The aim is to enhance the existing characteristics and habitats of the
river. While minimal works are planned within the channel the sites characteristics will be
enhanced and improve along the stretch of river using existing on-site material. This will be
planned and undertaken to ensure that there will be no increase in flood potential to the
surrounding areas (the intention is to reduce peak flooding impact throughout), by clearing of
the main water corridor, thus having the benefit of providing overflows along the outer edges
of the watercourse.

The works carried out on the channel edges and banks will enhance them by means of increasing
the range of flora able to propagate along the river and with suitable and appropriate materials in
place, ensure that there is no slippage of material into the river over time. This will also include a
vegetated buffer zone between the public walkway and the river, which will prevent sediment and
other solids entering the river during periods of rain. The river will remain as it currently stands,
with no changes to the width of the river, however some clearance work within the water column is
proposed for the removal of debris and cleaning along the riverbank.
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3.0

PROJECT REPORTS

In developing the design and in preparation of the planning application for the River Ara
walkway project a number of assessments were undertaken to assess any potential impacts
on archaeology, flooding and the ecology. The following sections summarise the findings with
full reports provided in accompanying documentation.

3.1

Ecology

An Appropriate Assessment Screening was undertaken, following which a Natura Impact
Statement was prepared. The conclusion within the Natura Impact Statement by Openfield
Ecological Services is ‘This report contains an analysis of the proposed project and its
relationship with areas designated under the Habitats and Birds Directives. Pathways exist
between the development site and one such area and these have been described in detail.
Following this analysis, it is concluded that the integrity of the Lower River Suir SAC may be
affected. Specifically, this may arise from the impact to the habitat of Atlantic Salmon from
pollution during the construction phase, and disturbance to qualifying interest species which
may be present along the River Ara. Arising from this assessment, mitigation has been
proposed. With the implementation of these measures, significant effects to the integrity of
the SAC can be avoided. This conclusion is based on best scientific knowledge’.

3.2

Flood risk assessment

A site-specific flood risk assessment was carried out by IE Consulting. The assessment and
report provided the following recommendations and conclusion.
o

‘In consideration of the works proposed overall the flood risk to and from the proposed

development is considered to be LOW. Development of the site is not expected to
result in an adverse impact to the hydrological regime of the area or to increase flood
risk elsewhere and is considered to be appropriate from a flood risk perspective.
o

This flood risk assessment has determined that the proposed development site falls
within Flood Zone ‘A’ and Flood Zone ‘B’. The development proposed is considered
to be ‘Water-compatible Development’ (Amenity Open Space) and is therefore
considered to be appropriate. In accordance with the ‘Planning System & Flood Risk
Management Guidelines, DOEGLG, 2009’ the proposed development site is not
subject to the requirements of The Justification Test.

o

In consideration of the recommendations described above overall the flood risk to
and from the proposed development site is considered to be LOW. Development of
the site is not expected to result in an adverse impact to the hydrological regime of
the area or to increase flood risk elsewhere and is considered to be appropriate from
a flood risk perspective’
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3.3

Archaeology

The report concludes that the proposed area for the creation of the Ara River Walkway is for
the most part outside of the Zone of Archaeological Protection. The proposed project land
assessed is in an area in which the stated policy of the Town Council is to ‘preserve an
undisturbed edge or buffer zone between new developments and the River Ara, to maintain
the natural functions of existing ecosystems where consistent with this and to encourage
increased public access and water-related recreation opportunities. Buildings, trees and
important areas of vegetation and wildlife habitat will be conserved, and improvements
carried out where necessary’.
The report states that ‘There are no likely physical or visual impacts on the nearby Recorded
Monuments (The Abbey site, or the site of a castle to the north east), or on any other in the
wider area. Risk of inadvertent impact on hitherto unknown buried archaeological material is
unlikely as it is on the flood plain of the river Ara. The final decision regarding all future
actions in the vicinity of an archaeological zone of protection rests with the Developments
Application Unit of the National Monuments Service, Dept. Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht’.

4.0

CONSTRUCTION STAGE

The proposed works are expected to take 3-4 months to complete, depending on weather
conditions, with an aim to commence in June and complete the work by September 2020.
Works along the river channel will be focused on a shorter period (2-3 weeks).

The machinery used for the construction will be primarily tracked excavators, with dumpers used
to move material from one area of the site to another. Construction and contractor vehicles will
have designated access and exit points, along with a traffic management plan. Temporary fencing,
gates and signage will be erected and maintained for the period of the works.

Focus will be to optimise the use and reuse of material on site and reduce any need to import
or export material from the site.

Mitigation measures during works
A number of measures will be undertaken to minimise any impacts on the river during the
proposed works, some of these include;



 Works shall be focused adjacent to the river channel;
 The machinery used to undertake the works shall start from the top of the bank and
not in the watercourse;
 The works shall be undertaken to prevent any blockages in the river channel;
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 The works shall be undertaken to prevent solids and sediment from entering the






channel;
 There will be no removal of the in-stream material, as it is not planned to carry out
any excavation works in the river channel;
 Machinery used in the works shall be refuelled away from the river, within specified
fuelling areas and appropriate bunds built where required to contain any fuels and oils;

 Silt traps shall be installed at necessary locations and shall be maintained and
cleaned regularly;
 A method statement will be prepared and agreed in advance of the works.

This application and design are accompanied by the following reports;




 Archaeological Assessment
 Screening Report for Appropriate Assessment
 Natura Impact Assessment and
 Flood Risk Assessment.
The above reports and any mitigation measures therein should be read in conjunction with
the application and project design.
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