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1. INTRODUCTION
1.1. GENERAL

This cultural heritageimpact assessment reporssesses theultural heritage potentialand
significance of proposepublicgardeng (1 K S  W{ dzA Ndn Widlofv lIsMrid irSuir IBIARE v & Q
Clonmel, Countyipperary

The aim of thereport is to establish thecultural heritage (archaeological industrial and
architectural heritagepotential of the study areas far as the records allow and to highlight if
there are anycultural heritageimplicationsfor the proposed garden works. Based on the
assessment results, a mitigation strategy to minimise the impact on potenti@iral heritage is
suggested.

Clonmel is a large town on the River Suir at the foot of the Comeragh Mourfaimdsland ia

naturally acurring islanavithin the River SuiFigurel), ind KS t  NAaK 2 F ,tHed ® a I NX
barony of Iffa and Offa East atite townland of Burgagerands WestThe island is low lying,

consisting ofour islands: Little Island, Suir Isth Willow Islandand Stretches Islandt hasbeen

an important crossing point since medieval times, linking AregloNorman walled town of

Clonmel to County Waterford on the southern side of the riVére island is accessible from the

town centre via he Old Bridge to th& & f noftRne<®

In the 18th and 19th century the town was a tremendously prosperous transportation and
industrial hub in the midlands, there was extensive milling operations on the rivepartte
island There are numerous medial and posimedieval references to milling on Little Island at
Hughes Mill.

The proposedsuir Island @rdenis focused on the soutlvestern part of the islandon Willow
Island in the environs dbuir IslandHouse (A protected Structureand associatedormer Flour
Mill, which are in ruingFigurel, Figure2).

Figurel Site Location



/”ﬁ CourtneyDeery Suir Island Gardens Part 8,

N Clonmel, County Tipperary

== ARCHAEOLOGY & CULTURAL HERITAGE

TOVET OF B LAAD.ALL MICHTS NESERVED. LICERCE MUMBER 2021 MLCE MANTPPERARY COUMTY COUNEL

OLDBRIDGE STREET

SPRING FRRIENS

::::::

AN EAINGE

Figure2 Sitelocation anddevelopmentboundary

The report will accompany the Part 8 application prepanaderthe Planning and Development
Regulations 2001, as amended. It has bpmparedby Courtney Deery Heritage Consultancy Ltd
on behalfof Tipperary County Council

1.2. METHODOLOGY

The archaeologicalmpact assessment is based on a desk study, comprising an examination of
published and unpublished documentary and cartographic malterid wassupported by a field
survey.Thedesignated archaeological and heritage sites on the island afsereviewed this
served to establish the existing archaeological environment and present the constraints for the
proposed development works.

The evaluation process ensures that all designations relating to heritage assets and cultural
heritage features revealed through research, field assessment, and consultation are clearly
articulated.The material sources consulted as part of the desk studasfellows:

A National Monuments in State care, as listed by the National Monuments Service (NMS) of
the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DHLGH)

A Sites with Preservation OrderSites listed in the Register of Historic Monuments;

A Recordof Monuments and Places (RMP) and the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) from
the Archaeological Survey of Ireland;

A Record of Protected Structures (RPSYle Tipperary County Council Development Plan
(20142020), Clonmel and Environs Development REEP)(2013)

A County Councils Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs) and their statements of character;
A National Inventory of Architectural Heritage (NIAH) Building Survey (NIAH ratings are
international, national, regional, local and record, and thoseegfional and above are

recommended for inclusion in the RPS);
A A review of artefactual material held in the National Museum of Ireland:;
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A Cartographical Sources, OSi Historic Mapping Archive, including early editions of the
Ordnance Survey including hist@ienapping;

A The Irish archaeological excavations catalogag Excavations bulletin and Excavations
Database;

A Place names; Townland names and toponomy (loganim.ie);

A National Folklore Collection (Duchas.ie);

A A review of existing guidelines and best preetapproaches.

A bibliography of sources is provided in the references section, Section 6 of the agypbtihe
assessment standards and guidelines that were followed in Appendix 1

2. ARCHAEOLOGICAL ANBTHDRICAL BACKGROUND
2.1. PREHISTORRERIOD

Whilst there is little evidence for prehistoric activity in the study area there are records of bronze
artefacts identified from the town in the National Museum Topographical files (NMI 1934:480
484). These comprise two leaf shaped swords, two flangedesd=hand a leaf shaped spearhead
representing a collection dating to the later Bronze Age (c.Z8IBC).

The River Suir would have been an arterial routeway into the midlands since prehistoric times.

The area north of the River Suir was traditionallywnas Deisc Tuasisceant or North Deisi. The

earliest settlers in the area were from Ossory, but these people were driven back by the Deisi,

who crossed the Suir in the late fifth century AD. The Deisi were descended from Fiacha Suidhe,
ONRGKSNI 2Hzy RNBR 2FGKfSaxQ 1Ay3a 2F LNBfFYyR® hNR
in AD 278 in battle and resettled in Waterford by Oloill Olum, the king of Munster (Burke 1983, 1).

2.2. EARLY MEDIEVAL PHRIO

The town of Clonmel is located on the north bank of Riger Suir, at a fording point where the

river widens to incorporate several small islands. The town derives its name from theludsh

meal& YSIFyAy3a W@LES 2N YSIR2g 2F K2ySeoQ [ 20!l f
Waterford who followel a swarm of bees ugver and built their fort where the bees swarmed (O
Cleirigh 1993, 95; Farrelly & FitzPatrick 1993, 56). The name may, however, merely signify the
richness of the fertile soil in the area or the picturesque valley that the town reestle

Nevertheless, the Vikings are recorded as establishing a fort on the islands in the river at Clonmel
in AD 864 (Burke 1983, 4). Furthermore, a battle between the Ui Néill and the Vikings, in which a
thousand people allegedly died, is recorded in @&ar the area (Shee & Watson 1975, 5). The
eleventhcentury Tripartite Life refers to the mills of the foreigners in Clonmel, but the chronicler
Geraldus Cambrensis makes no mention of a town there in 1185 (Burke 1983, 5).

One of the earlier local hishdA | ya > wS@d 2 AffAlY . dzNHeiBiEay dgpdz33Sa i
the Suir to its navigable limit, the islands in the river afforded a position to hold their stocks and

OF NNE 2y GKSANI 0l NiIhSislandwouldcertainl@b2 anddom® chaics forazNA (i & Q
Viking longfort. No archaeological evidence has yet emerged to confirm the Vikings settled in this

area (Bradley 1985). While medieval Clonmel town developed on the north side of the river, there

are historical references to the south siothe river in the Calendar Justic. Rolls Irel. 1l to Clonmel

on the side of Waterford. This historical reference is further supported by a possible settlement

KI gAy3 SEA&GSR I NP dzy Ref.No(iTd98ad2h) Ovkighfisltoith® soutK aftNIO K 6 w a
river Suir in Glebe townland.
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2.3. MEDIEVAL PERI@QDHE MEDIEVAL TOWN

Following the AnglkdNorman invasion, Clonmel was granted to William de Burgo in 1205 or 1206.

He died shortly afterwards, but the earliest reference to a town at the site is not until 21

MHMP 6. dzNJ S MpyoX ¢ MHUD ¢KSNBF2NBI Al 61 a LINJ
the town; in 1225, Henry Il granted Richard the right to hold an annual fair (Farrelly & FitzPatrick

1993, 56). In 1265, Otho de Grandison was granted manor of Clonmel and subsequently

appointed sheriff of the town as a reward for his service with Prince Edward, lord of Ireland
(Farrelly & FizPatrick 1993,56; Shee & Watson 1975, 7).

The Franciscans came to Clonmel in 1269 at the invitation of DaliSoan The religious house
(TS083019003) is within the southeast angle of the town wall, east of Abbey Street. Located c.
50m northwest of the Franciscan church, presumably in the former grounds of the abbey, a burial
ground (TS08819072) was uncoverediuring monitoring of building works (Henry 1996, 81).
The historical records indicate that the burgabund remained in use following the dissolution of
the friary in 1540 (ibid.). At the time of the Dissolution the friary consisted ofiurch, a belfrya
dormitory, a hall, three chambers, a kitch, a stable, ...a vagid land (Morrissey 1909, 24D).
During Cromwell's attack on Clonmel in 1650 the friary was badly damaged.

The church and graveyard were granted to the citizens of Clonmel after gsoldtion and
remained in use for some time, probably until the ground was acquired for the construction of the
Main Guard courthouse (TS0839004) in the early 1670s (ibid.). Excavations in 1994/5 to the
rear of the Main Guard courthouse revealed a walllich underlay and prelated the southern

wall of the return of the courthouse (Henry 1996, 81). Its location and the fact that -idaes

the Main Guard suggests that the wall was associated with a Franciscan building (ibid., Farrelly
and FitzPatrick993, 6770).

The friary was reopened in 1828 (Craig and Garner 1975, 27) and rebuilt in 1883, incorporating
the north wall of the original 13ttentury choir and later 15tgentury tower (Morrissey 1909,
24850). By 1840 a southeast wing (O'Flanagan 128@)a porch in front of the tower had been
added (Shee and Watson 1975,-132). Of the former medieval friary church and its domestic
buildings only the belfry and traces of the gabled roof of the old nave on its western side remain
upstanding. Within thechurch itself there is a double effigial Butler tomb (TS083086) and
fragments of panels from three other altar tombs (after RMP files).

In 1328, James Bulter, earl of Ormonde, was granted the regalities, liberties, knights, fees and
other privilegef County Tipperary, known as the right of palatine (Shee & Watson 1975, 7), and
Clonmel became the headquarters of the county palatine. In 1349 and again in 1376, the Black
Death ravaged the town (Farrelly & Fitzpatrick 1993).

The manor of Clonmel wasldan 1338 to Maurice Fitzgerald, first earl of Desmond, and over the
next two hundred years, there was intense rivalry between the Bulters and the Geraldines. In
1516, the town was besieged and taken by the earl of Kildare. However, the rivalry was finall
ended when the manor of Clonmel was given as dowry to the Butlers of Ormonde in ¢.1531 by the
Fitzgeralds.

2.3.1. OLDBRIDGE

The Oldbridge bridgeonnecting the town toSuir Island crosses the site of an earlier bridge
(TS083019002). In 1355 Clonmel received a pontage grant from Edward Ill (RMP Files). There is
no record of the exact location of the 14tentury bridge, but it is likely that it forded the Suir in

the place where Oldbridge now stands. In the 18th century it was represented on Moll's map of
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1714 as an integral part of the principal road leading to Dungarvan and Cappoquin and in 1748 it
was described as'gery spacious bridge over the Suir... of twenty &ré&@Keefe and Simington
1991, 158 after RMP file).

Lyons (1936, 292) suggests that a mill weir south of the Suir Islands {TBB®) southeast of
Suir Island Hous@anciently may have been a fishing weifhe weir is not indicated on the 1st
(184041) ed. OS 4ch map which suggests that its construction pdates 184@41. This weir
has been removed.

2.3.2. TOWN WALL

The town received a murage grant in 1298 from Edward I. This murage grant (a tax levied to build
or repair a town wall) was acquired by de Grandison, Lord of Clonmel to fortify the town. Further
grants smaller murage grants for additional stone walls dredrepair of the walls were again
given to Clonmel in the 14th and 15th centuries (IWTN, 2020, Farrelly & Fitzpatrick 1993, 56).

The medieval town wall enclosed a roughly rectangular area with a slight protrusion on the north

side where it incorporated %t I NB Q& / KdzZNOK |, I NR® LG SyOf2aSR |y
the wall is 1.5km in length (Thomas 1992, 52). It was constructed sometime in the 13th century

(ibid) and a new bastion line reinforced the medieval wall in the seventeenth century. Tie tow

had an inverted Bhaped street pattern and six gates: four main gates (North Gate, East Gate,

Bridge Gate and West Gate), a postern gate and a water gate providing access for people and
goods to and from the River Suir (Thomas 1992, 55). The preseadessie outside the medieval

wall is assumed but it has not been recorded.

The earliest cartographic sources of Clonmel are the Down Survey maps of 1656 of County
CALIISNI NBE YR 2F0SNF2NRT (KSeé aKz2g¢g UYshadpeatly YST €
walled town fronting the rive(Figure3), with a bridge crossing. Interestingly, two tall structures,
possibly gates, are represented on the Waterford side of thielgar, which has not been
represented in any other source.

Figure3a.2 Af f ALY t Si (@& Qa;b.TaustyMap oNHISTard 1656dzy G &

The most detailed Down Survey map is the GlaniBampny map of Waterford, which labels the

gl fftSR W t2yYSt /AdGGeQ 2y (KS(Figuled) The ingifed I KS { dzA
shaped plan form of the ton is shown with the enclosing walls and mural towers. A single bridge

crosses the river; there is no indication of a harbour area or the presence of Suir Island. However,

the Downs survey maps are not the most reliable and such an omission would noaseabim a

map.
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Figure4 Down Survey County Map

D2dz0 S Q& Lm &illende @lonmd(Figure5) shows the town wall, turrets, gates and
medieval street pattern. In the seventeentientury Hearth Money Rolls (16686), the town is
recorded as having three interconnecting suburbs to #zest, west and north and a further
smaller area across the river (Thomas 1992, 53). On the south side of the wall, the River Suir may
KIS FOGSR +ta | F¥2aaSxz FyR | F2adaS R2Sa I LILISI N
excavations in the vicityi of the wall have yet to reveal one. There was likely a harbour. A narrow
entry to a laneway is shown between the two south gates on the Goubet map; a similar entry was
exposed during excavations on the line of the south wall (Licence ref: 95E2119wis sh
substantial bridge crossing the river connected to the town via bridge street with several
cutwaters suggesting many arches. Like the other 17th century maps, this map does not indicate
the presence of Suir Island.

e | PLAN
| des 4 Gl

Goubet's map of Clonmel and town walls (1.(:920‘).“ =

Figure5 Goubets Map of Clonmel and town walls (1690)
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¢KS {GNRGOKSA T thefchies I9dmd & KIAKCEKA NI AyS-aY S Sia2i Y2 ¥ { dzA
was sovereign of the borough (I5843). In a list of the freeholders of the CantrefdClonmel,

he is set down as holding an estate of £20 a year (Burke 1983). This suggest that the islands were
present at this time.

In 1608, the town became a free borough by royal decree (Shee & Watson 1975). In 1647, the
Supreme Council of the Confed#éion of Kilkenny assembled at Clonmel (Farrelly & Fitzpatrick
1993), but the town was subsequently besieged in 1650 by Cromwell, withstanding the siege for
three weeks before eventually surrendering on honourable terms (O Cleirigh 1993, 95; Shee &
Watson1975, 11).

Although Clonmel was an important manor, there is no clear evidence of a castle at the town
(Bradley 1985). The remains of the 1&S y (1 dzZNBE  OKdzNOK 2F { G al NBEQa
northwest corner of the medieval town wall, and those of therfeiacan friary (founded in 1269

by Otho de Grandison) in the southeast corner of the town. The extramuralcEsitury church

2F {0 bAOK2flIaQa Aa t20FG4SR Ay (GKS hfR . NAR3S

2.3.3. EXPANSION OUTSIDE TOWN WALL

The town walls were dismantled over time and more of the walls were removed with expansion

of modern Clonmel. Increased prosperity led to the opening of new streets and an expansion of
the population in areas outside the walled town, particularly to tleeth and east. The area to

the west of the town, Irishtown, had been inhabited since the late medieval period and was

redeveloped mostly in the late 18th and early 19th centuries on a pattern which largely exists
today.

The medieval streets and burgagetpplan are still visible in the narrow streets and lanes of the
modern town, and sections of the town wall, including three mural towers and a gatehouse,
survive on the north and west sides of the town. Today approximately 300m of upstanding wall
survives most of which can be seen around St Mary's Abbey. This includes the remains of a wall
walk and a tower.

2.4. POSTMEDIEVAL PERIOD

[ £2yYSEtQa A0GNFGS3IAO LRaAGAZY 2y (GKS NRGBSNI { dza N
wide agricultural hinterlandluring the agrarian revolution of the late 18th century. The drivers

for the industrial revolution of the towmerethe harnessing of the river for milling and transport.

The county palatine was abolished in 1716, by which time Clonmel had become anamport

centre for trading in milling flour, oatmeal, rape seed, butter, bacon and tobacco. More than two

dozen mills were set up in and around the town, the majority owned by members of the influential

Quaker community.

2.4.1. RIVER SUIR NAVIGATIND THE QUAYS

The quays were developed and extended to cater for the increased trade and this in turn drew
new businesses into the town. A towpath was laid along the north bank of the River Suir between
Carrick and Clonmel in the 1750s, river transport was cheap, anmdwas shipped in horse drawn
barges along the towpath between the towns. On the upper Suir, from Carrick to Clonmel, the
standard vessel was the yawl, a smaller vessel used in shallow waters. Its construction also
necessitated the modification of severatidges over the Suir to accommodate navigation and
tow path arches.
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Substantial quays were built along the river frontage in Clonmel in the later 1700s and first half of
the 1800s. The original medieval quay was between Old Bridge and Sarsfield iStnese,
replaced by the New Quay after 1796dure6, Figure7). The town was one of Irelands busiest
inland towns and ports.

Figure6 Photographs of Canal Quay Clonmel, view towards Old Bridge (Robert French published between
18801900 in the Lawrence Photograph Collection National Library of Ireland)

Figure7 Early 20th century colourised photo showing Qldge and Hughes Milg note the narrowness
of the Old Quay at this time (Robert French published between 1880 in the Lawrence Photograph
Collection National Library of Ireland)

The development of the railways however meant that barge traffic ceaséd G KS MpH N1 Qa d ¢
Quay/New Quay road was widened again in the 1990s (Hamond 2010) along with the insertion of

a reinforcedconcrete wall along its riverside, the widened replacement carries a diggeroad

and footpath along the river's edge. Naibile traces of the original quay are now visible. The river

wall was recently replaced by taller wall and demountable flood gates for flood alleviation, the

former open aspect to the river was removddldtel). It is very likely however that there is-in

situ evidence of these and earlier quays along northern side of the road beneath the road.
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Platel New quay walls vieviorm the river from OldBridge (looking northeast)
2.4.2. INDUSTRIALISATIONSDHR ISLAND

According to Rev. Burke (1983) the earliest wantewered enterprise in the town was the Manor

Mill, at the northwest end of Old Bridge. In 1614 Benedict White Jdahn set up in Suir Island a

mill for the tucking and finishing of coarse woollen stuffs. There is also a reference in the Clonmel

/| 2N1IR2 NI GA2Yy aAydziS . 221 F2NJalé& wmcot 2F | W[AQ

Driven by a bounty granted by the Irish Parliamleetween 1758 and 1797 for the transportation

of grain and flour to Dublin, where bread consumption was on the increase, the industrialisation
of the milling got underway. In Clonmel the milling trade was largely monopolized by the Quakers.
Simmons Sparrovithe son of a local baker, opened the huge Suir Island Mills (Burke 1907). He
was followed by the firm of Robert Grubb & Co. who built a large flour mill in around 1780, it
utilized a channel between Suir Island and Willow Island and may have been oitetloé &n

earlier, derelict oilseed rape mill which had been leased by his father Joseph in 1774. About the
same time, another mill was erected at the sowthst end of Old Bridge in the vicinity of the
former Little Mill; with a subsequent change of owdieK A LJX G KA & o0SOlFYS (1y26y
after Thomas Hughes (Blackwood et al, 2014). In November 1781, Edward Collins obtained a lease
from the corporation of the old corporation mill on Little Island, and erected new mills at a cost

of £12,000. Within tk next thirty years a network of corn mills was spread over the country until
every river was dammed and every mountain stream pent up (Burke 1907).

Listed in a 1787 Directory &lonmelfdvas Edmund Dwyer a distiller; Howell Edward & John,

Millers & CornMerchants Corporations Mills; Jones Richard, Clothier & tanner; Thomas and
Samuel Grubb, Millers & Corn Merchants and Sparrow Simmons, corn merchant. When in 1797 it

was proposed to abolish the system of bounties, the milling industry was so firmlyiiskéah

GKFG AG aid22R Ay Y2 The$shllpal 2rflleBsIQdzoat MAR  dhdBTAERA R/AfSIaN
neighbourhood of Clonmell, a part of the kingdom from which there is a considerable influx of corn

to the city, do not complain of the bill ; on thent@ry many have declared that they will not suffer
anylossfromi¥ 0. dzZNJ S mMdbnT O ®

t A320Q4 MyHn S5ANBOG2NE y2i(SRas éxtérsile asi &pin thé 2 y Y S §
kingdom, and the merchants and traders evince a more enterprising spirit anshtitamore

business that those of any town of equal size in lIrélaid ¢ KS o6dz2 &l yi O2NY G NI
GKS 20t YAftfAy3 A yoraifhioNtBedvhalekEatity of fldurdeporgd® G SR
from this Kingdom was last year [1823] shippgdhe establishment alone in this industrious and
prosperoustow® O . fF 01 622R SO X wnnno
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ax

¢KS WAGBSNI { dZANRE& O2dz2NAES (GKNRdzAK [/ f2yYSftx GKS
harnessing the power of the river is clearly seen on the 1874dento one mile OS mag-igure

8). This map shows Suir Island, Stretches Island, Little Island and Grubbs Island to the west (Willow
Island is not namd). West of Grubbs Island the river is split into many channels with four weirs
feeding several mills and other works. A causeway which connects the Islands is shown,
connecting Bridge Street on the northern banks of the river to Green Street to the gbeth,
largest bridge is named Old Bridge and its cutwaters both upstream and downstream are drawn.

It appears that a retaining wall forms a boundary around each island.

Figure8 Town of Clonmel (1874) OS Map 1:500. Ten feet to one statute mile {0& 0B3)

The extensive industry shown on the islands are varied, comprising food and cloth
manufacturing/processing. A woollen factory is shown on Stretchers Island, on Littletrstaed

is a weaving factory and a corn mill with mill races connected to both. On Suir Island there is an
extensive range of industrial buildings comprising a woollen factory, a Turkish bath house, tannery
and two flour mills.

On each island there is a tgr house and associated decorative gardens belonging to the
prosperous millers, Spring Garden House on Stretches Island, Little Island House (Owned by the
Mortons) on Little Island and Suir Island House and The Cedars (Robert Grubb) on Suir Island
(ThomagGrubb), each connected to or in proximity to the mills. At the eastern end of Suir island

is an hexagonal structure with a flight of steps, there is a corresponding one on Stretcheg Island
iKSaS INB t10StfSR Ia | WadrahGRbdcendtuzie8 £Quakgr NB DA
IANI AQ 02 NRAy3d aoOKz22t o0Si¢SSy G4KS /SRIFENA |yR |
survive today, though the mature trees that have taken over the eastern part of Suir island hint at

its past.

Suir Island Hase was built by Thomas Grubb, in the 1780s. By 1847, however, it had been vacated.
The Valuation book of that date gives its measurements as 49% ft x 25ft x 27ft, with a 6ft
basement; it also had two returns and various -twildings to the rearFred Harmond (2009)
carried out an extensive review of reports and sources and has provided an overview of the
historical development of the mills on Suir Island.
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TheOS maps from 1841 onwards show the house with a garden to its froataygrounds to its
rear, loth bounded by the mill races at north, and by the river at south

The 1874 OS map shows the area of the proposed gardens on what was WillowHgianed).

A narrow roadway provided the only access to Willow island. Centrally placed on the island is Suir
Island House, to the rear of which is a large flour mill complex and courtyards adjoining a mill to
the north; a considerably larger complex tle@ntinues north into Suir Island. Several sluice gates
control the headrace to the west of the mills, and two millraces emerge from the mill buildings to
the east. Suir Island House fronts onto a decorative garden on its western side, and the gardens
conty dz§ (2 GKS Srad 2F GKS Ft2dzNJ YAff oO0dzAf RAYy3Iaod

~—= Proposed

Suir Island Gardy
Location ’)f

Figure9 Approximate &e location1874 OS Map.

CKSNE Aa | adGNH2OGdz2NBE 2y (GKS a2dzi KSN¥helatery{a 27
19040S map it is shown as a Smithy.

¢KS mMdnn h{ YIL aK2ga f A onitfeSslarddtdfigttththedlathof RA y 3 & ¢
development during the later 19th century and the decline of ith@ustries Figurel0). Hughes
Mill on Little island changed to a Condensed Milk Factbhere is little change to Suir Island
House and Willow Island.

3 l'h I'!‘"l’
L e

e vf:) 5 048
a) bt
R /Tﬂ m:n Hoi} ,f‘ 183 KYVT"
TR e ‘r.‘?:)j‘. ;
e @ palig
'y 595 3

Figurel0 Approximate Site locatioh9040S Map.
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With the exception of the Condensed Milk Factory, all industrial activity had ceased by 1930, the
nail in its coffin being the economic depression following Partition in 1922. By the late B200s,
Island was almst completely deserted and the piecemeal demolitioihthe structures on the

Island can be seeBoth Grubb mills were in ruins by the early 1940s and the remainder of the
buildings lay disused and falling into dereliction and the houses unoccupied (Btzti2004).

Suir Island Houdead become dilapidated by 1940 but was then purchased by John P. Cooney and
renovated. It was still occupied by the Cooney family in the late 1960s but has since been vacated
and gutted by firdBlackwood et a2014).

2.5. PREVIOUS ARCHAEOICAEIINVESTIGATIONS

Several archaeological investigations have been carried out on Suir (Blgnde11) in advance
ofthedeveladYSy G4 2F | dzZAKS& aAff 2y {dZANJ LAfIFIYR O0hQ ¢
98E0470), Manor Mill on Stretches Island (Tierney 2001, Ref: 01E0464, 01E0464) and also the Suir
River (Clonmel North and East) Drainage Scheme. The drainage scheme wgs scide
infrastructural project involving the construction of flood defence walls, food defence
embankments, stormwater pipelines and associated pump stations, river widening works, and
demolition works on five bridges (including three on Suir Islandinédaus investigations and

monitoring were carried out as part of this work (Henry 1996, Purcell 1999, Bailey 2010, Kyle 2011,
Coughlin 2012, Refs: 06E0651, 99E0606 10E0485, 11E0114, Old Bridge Ref: E4252).

Evidence that milling activity undertaken on tistand during the late 18th and 19th centuries was
captured in the investigations and correlated with the cartographic and historical sources. None
of the investigations/excavations identified any features that predated the industrial activity on
the islard.

Immediately north of the application area, predevelopment excavation of a car park berm
associated with the drainage scheme (Kyle 2011, Ref: 011E0014, Henry 2006, Ref:06E0651)
revealed the subsurface remains of the flour mill on Suir Island (theaniietnorth of Suir Island

House Mill) Figurell). Five construction phases were recorded; the primary phase was a three
roomed structure. One of thebpoms, which was roughly circular in plan, is believed to have housed

a set of millstones. A cobbled area with a drain was located to the northeast of this building. The
following phases saw the mill expand, some interior walls removed, and other feaitidesl.

*
E4252 C456 *
98ED470
Hughes Mill
01E0464 * * o *
Manor Mill 99E0606
06E0651 &
11E0114

Proposed
[5 — Suir Island Garden
10E0485 * ¥ _a— Locafion
(various locations

for draingage scheme)
* "8

Figurell Location of archaeolgical investigations, monitoring and excavations angbtip@sed garden
location
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2.6. ARCHITECTURIDUSTRIAHERITAGEN SUIR ISLAND

2.6.1.ARCHITECTURAL CONSERN ARHEEDP 2013)

Clonmel has aich heritage of townscape and buildings this is demonstrated in the number of
protected structures listed in the town development plans Record of Protected Structures (RPS).
Within the town there is also an Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) focusihg @Wolfe Tone
SINBESG:E hQ/2yyStt {d§NBESUG StinfshndDids buisilditRe\GAgyred NB S G
12).

2.6.2.PROTECTED STRUCT(HES 2013)

The three bridgesn the Islandand the bridge crossing the mall tributamhich were previously
listed as protected structuresThey were rebuilt as partof the comprehensive river flood
alleviation works that has taken place. This includes new walls along the quays, new parapets at
Oldbridge (the arch structure still remaining). The watkangedhe character of the Quays and
the visibility of the rivefrom the Quayonly Old Bridge retains its protected status (RPS 237).

The ruin ofSuir Island Hous@RPS 2895 a protected structure(Figurel?2). It isa former miller's
house, built c.176@nd stands as a ruin that has been conserved and made Ehéeruinsand its
associated mills wereomprehensivelyrecorded prior to the conseation works(Blackwood
Associate®t al,Hamond, F. 2009

A complex of former industrial structures on Suir Island is recorded in the National Inventory of
Architectural Heritag€NIAH, Ref: 22121004, Figurd.Ruilt in ¢.182630, the structures presd

as the ruins of multstorey stores and warehouses arranged on the sides of narrow streets on the
island. However, these properties do not have a statutory footing; they have been assigned a NIAH
regional rating. They are considered to be of merit aad be added to the RPS by the Local
Authorities should they choose to.

\ 230 oL 1o A= Hls
Ay 1Y AN G2 7.6% ) .
Badl) | 201 S < Architectural Heritage
R AN * ona 2062041 '@ = ® aaAN
o1 227 209 o5 o= 8280 291 RPS/NIAH Site in the
2 -~ L LYY Clonmel & Environs
£ ~ 210 . ‘. | “O°'T ,_. L Development Plan 2013
215 -' ® o 22 %g
= Clonmel ACA | Z
. a | ® ® 5 k T NIAH Site
- = | B n 2117113
042 WestcBUrt =
— oy .
' nd QY < Clonmel ACA
237 R884
u
. River S
291
/* \
221210047{-* T
= 289 P S
~ N
® o Site Location
273

Figurel2 Protected Structuresind the Proposed Gardens Study Area

14



Clonmel, County Tipperary

/“/fl'\\ CourtneyDeeI-y Suir Island Gardens Part 8,

ARCHAEOLOGY & CULTURAL HERITAGE

2.6.3.INDUSTRIAL HERITSRBRVEY

The Tipperary Industrial Heritage Survey (TW#)carried out in 2010 by Fred Hamond for South
Tipperary County Council. Several features were identifielliding bridge crossings and former

mill structures onWillow Islandwithin the proposed gardenstudy area It includesSuir Island
House, the alls of the former mill§Ref:04301Q 043008 043009 Tablel, Figurel3d). Since this
survey an extensive flood relief works have been carried out along the quay walls, on the southern
side of the river and the Suir Island bridges which as somewhat reducedritiestrial heritage
significance.

4
.0 3005 o 043006

043007
043012 4
' 043011

043013 . e 043008
o

e 043009

‘o
042036

® 043010

*
s 042037
043014

Figurel3 Industrial Heritage Sitemnd the Proposed Gardens Study Area

Tablel Industrial Heritage sites within th@ardens Studgrea(Hamond, 2010)

Location | Type | Description

043010 | RPS 289 | Willow House | Derelict shell of a foubay, threestorey + attic dwelling erected in 178(
NIAH Island in by Thomas Grubb, owner of the adjoining flour mill. A fbay,three-
22121005 | (Suir ruins storey + attic house aligned-8lat the SW corner of a nemuinous flour

Island), mill (site 043008), to which it was formerly attached. It has been gu
by fire

043008 | n/a Suir Island| Grain | Ruinous fragments of wall and associated waterworkamfe flour mill

Mill established on the site of a former rape mill by Robert Grubb ¢.178

043009 | n/a Willow Walls | Ruinous random rubble walls and associated waterworks of large

Island mill established by Thomas Grubb in mid 1780s
(Suir
Island)

3. ARCHAEOLOGICAL HERBH

The Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) of the Departh@umding, Local Governmeaid
Heritage(DHLGHIrecords known upstanding archaeological monuments, sites of monuments and

the position of possible sites identified as croph®ron vertical aerial photographs.
Archaeological sites identified since 1994 have been added to thestadutory Sites and
Monuments Record (SMR) database of the Archaeological Survey of Ireland (National Monuments
Service, DCHG), and includes both RMRa { aw aAidSad ¢K2aS ariasSa RSa
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yet been added to the statutory record but are scheduled for inclusion in the next revision of the
RMP.

The medieval town of Clonmel is a designated Zone of Archaeological Potential (ZAPD@E3X029
This ZAP extents includes Suir Island (showRigarel4). There are no individual RMP sites on
Suir IslandThe bridge at Oldbridge (TSG839002) ishought to be on the site of an earlier bridge.
The bridges parapet has been rebuilt as part of recent flood alleviation works.

The site of a weir (TSO&R916) is recorded on the southern side of the Island, the SMR file
records that Lyons (1936, 292)ggested that the weir 'anciently may have been a fishing weir’,
however the weir is not indicated on the 1st (1840) ed. OS-ch map which suggests that it's
construction postdates 184&41, it only appears on the later map. The evidence does not warra
its inclusion as an archaeological monument and may not be added to the statutory RMP.

Figurel4 Archaeological Heritage (RMP, ZAP & town walls) in the vicinity of Suir Islaptbanded site
location

4. FIELD WORK

4.1.1. Introduction

The following describes the sites and features of interest within the proposed public realm that
might have the potential to be impacted by tidevelopment. Thdieldworkwascarried out on a
clear bright day on 17th October 2020.

The featues discusseth the textbelow are labelle@dgq in Figurel5 below.
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Figurel5 Features idntified during fieldwork

4.1.2. Accesso Willowlsland

Suir Island is connected to the town of Clonmel by a single narrow road that traverses the west
end of the island. It is part of a ¢c. 280m causeway comprising four bridges that connect the
northern and southern banks of the river. Considerable works tobttidges on the causeway

have been carried out as part of the flood alleviation works. Old Bridge (RPS 2371,30B8°
019002 the most northerly bridge has been widened and its parapet retRiité€2); Suir Island

Bridge which crosses the channel at an angle has been widened. Green Lane Bridge, connecting
Stretches Island with the southern shore has also been rebuilevAfootbridge to the former
Woollen Factory (RPS 291) on Stretchers Istagibeen constructed

Plate2 Oldbridge (RPS 237, RMB08319002 with new parapets, former Hughes Mill and former
Woollen Mill view looking east from the northern banks of the river

A rew flood defence walhas been constructedt the westernmost endf Suir Island comprises
a 3m high stone faced concrete wall. Views from the causeway on the southern approach to the
to Suir Island House aillow Island is obscureldy vegetation(Plate3).
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