Archaeological Impact
Assessment of Proposed
Amenity Riverwalk on the
River Ara, Tipperary Town;
for Vesi Environmental Ltd,
on behalf of Tipperary
County Council
by Órla Scully, MA MIAI

Contents
List of Figures ......................................................................................................................................... 2
1.Introduction ......................................................................................................................................... 3
2.The Receiving Environment:............................................................................................................. 4
2.1 Historic Background. .................................................................................................................. 4
2.2 Archaeological Sites in the Vicinity .......................................................................................... 8
2.3 Recent Archaeological Investigation in the Immediate Environs ...................................... 12
2.4 Summary of recent archaeological investigation ................................................................... 18
3. Potential Impacts ............................................................................................................................. 18
4. Conclusions ....................................................................................................................................... 20
5. Bibliography ...................................................................................................................................... 21

List of Figures
Figure 1: Location of mid-point of walkway along the River Ara south of Tipperary town........... 3
Figure 2 Area of proposed Riverwalk outlined in red ........................................................................... 3
Figure 3: Bradley’s proposed layout of burgages of the medieval town. ............................................ 4
Figure 4; Overlay of Bradley medieval town layout on modern map ................................................. 5
Figure 5: The site outlined over the 1st edition O.S map of 1841........................................................ 6
Figure 6: Replaced in lieu of arch of original abbey demolished in 1958 & plaque on side ............ 6
Figure 7: Area under review outlined on 1901 2nd edition O.S. ........................................................... 7
Figure 8; Differential growth near spot marked on 1901 map as marsh ............................................ 7
Figure 9: Cassini map, 1940’s, showing school expanded to the west ................................................ 7
Figure 10: Sites and Monuments (red) in the environs.(Blue dots of architectural note) ............... 8
Figure 11: The site in relation to the Zone of Archaeological Protection at the north west........... 8
Figure 12: Proposed layout of Ara Amenity Riverwalk ...................................................................... 19
Figure 13: Flood risk of the area under review (Tipperary Town development Plan 2013) ......... 19
Figure 14: Old post card of original arch of Abbey (askaboutireland.ie) ......................................... 21

Archaeological Impact Assessment Ara River Walkway by Órla Scully, MA MIAI

Archaeological Impact Assessment of Proposed Amenity Riverwalk on the
River Ara, Tipperary Town;
for Vesi Environmental Ltd,
on behalf of the Tipperary County Council,
by Órla Scully, MA MIAI

1.Introduction
The proposed development is to form an enhanced walkway along the Ara river as it travels south
east from the bridge footbridge at the north of the Abbey School. The amenity walk has been
mooted since the 2013 development plan for Tipperary town. This river is believed to the origin
of the name Tipperary, derived from the Irish ‘Tiobraid Arann’. This translates to ‘the well of Ara’,
referring to the River Ara that flows through Tipperary Town.

:
Figure 1: Location of mid-point of walkway along the River Ara south of Tipperary town.

Figure 2 Area of proposed Riverwalk outlined in red
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2.The Receiving Environment:
2.1 Historic Background.
The late scholar John Bradley claimed it is difficult to determine the founder or indeed the date
of the foundation of Tipperary Like other towns in Tipperary, he believed it to have been founded
on virgin soil by the Anglo-Normans. In 1306 it formed part of the property of Otto de Grandison
and is referred to as ‘his town’. The earliest reference to the settlements is one of 1215…..[and]
the community of the town is referred to in 1300 in a context which indicates that it was
incorporated by that time: Though the Irish origin of the name suggests a Pre-Norman origin,
‘Little is known of the extent of medieval Tipperary and much of the present plan, like Nenagh,
may owe more to the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries than to its medieval founders. Although
a clear burgage plot pattern is present along Main Street, it lacks obvious boundaries, a factor
which would suggest a post-medieval date. While there can be little doubt that a town was founded
here by the Anglo-Normans it seems to have declined during the fifteenth century when it fades
from the record and does not surface again as a town until the seventeenth century. The present
plan, for what it is worth, is a cross-linear formed by the intersection of Main Street with Meeting
House Lane and Bridge Street. The fact that these streets are close to the Augustinian Friary
suggests that this is a t least the site of the medieval town .

Figure 3: Bradley’s proposed layout of burgages of the medieval town.

In the townland of Tipperary Hills, immediately north of the town, is a fine motte and bailey which
probably represents the original Anglo-Norman castle of Tipperary. The remains of an earthwork
on the south-east of the town may be part of a ringfort or ringwork but it could equally be part of
the town fortifications.
Murage [a grant to fortify the town bestowed by the English royalty] is known to have been granted
in 1300 and 1310 (Bradley, 1985, 55-56).
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Figure 4; Overlay of Bradley medieval town layout on modern map

The site closest to the area under review is the site of the Augustinian abbey. It is commonly
accepted among historians that the Abbey was founded between the years 1270 and 1290, but
nothing of its history is recorded until 1540, the year of its suppression. In that year, according to
the auditor's report, the Abbey, with 23 houses, a mill and 92 acres of land was given to Dermot
Ryan, at the yearly rent of eight pence. After the Cromwellian confiscations, possession of the land
passed into the hands of Erasmus Smith, who transformed the site from one that had been a place
of worship to one that would become a centre of learning .
Smith established grammar schools in Tipperary, Galway and Drogheda, where sons of his
Protestant tenants and other local boys were educated. The first building was destroyed during the
Williamite War, while the second survived until 1820. The structure that succeeded it was damaged
by fire in 1941, soon after the Christian Brothers had assumed control of it. On 3 October 1955
the Father Humphrey's Memorial School was opened, and today it still operates as a Christian
Brothers' School, this after major extensions were added in 1980 and 2002. The school is named
after Fr. David Humphreys, who, during the late 1800s, campaigned for education rights for
Catholic boys, who had, for so long, been excluded from the Erasmus Smith school.
The site of the abbey is clearly marked on the first edition Ordnance Survey 6 inch map
(Fig. 5).The boundary to the south and south east of the abbey site may well mark an original
enclosure demarcation. To the immediate east of the erstwhile site of the abbey the word Arch
can be made out. This was demolished in 1958, and a replica since put in its place (Fig. 6).
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Figure 5: The site outlined over the 1st edition O.S map of 1841

Figure 6: Replaced in lieu of arch of original abbey demolished in 1958 & plaque on side

The Abbey School is shown on the 1st edition map and is denoted as Grammar School by the
second edition O.S. (Fig. 7). Note also the ‘Liable to Flood’ notices in two areas north east of the
Ara river. The tree lined boundary of the early abbey site is still in existence. There is also a semicircular area of boggy land on the southern bank, where at present there is an area of differential
growth possibly indicating the location of a pond in wetter weather (Fig. 8). The railway to the
south of the site had been first operated between Limerick and Tipperary in 1848 (Irish Railway
Record Society).
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Figure 7: Area under review outlined on 1901 2nd edition O.S.

Figure 8; Differential growth near spot marked on 1901 map as marsh

This is south of the proposed site works to enhance the river and create habitat features, (Fig. 12).
The only notably cartographic change by the 1940’s Cassini map (Fig. 9) is that the school has
expanded to the west, showing the plan of the present building. The circular hachured feature
north east of the abbey site is a presumably a gas reservoir, as the end of Gas House Lane.

Figure 9: Cassini map, 1940’s, showing school expanded to the west
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2.2 Archaeological Sites in the Vicinity
(Compiled by Jean Farrelly, National Monuments Service)

Figure 10: Sites and Monuments (red) in the environs.(Blue dots of architectural note)

Figure 11: The site in relation to the Zone of Archaeological Protection at the north west

TS067-004----Distance from Site: c. 290m north west (from mid-point of walkway)
Class: Historic town
Townland: BOHERCROW,CARROWNREDDY,COLLEGELAND,GARRYSKILLANE,KN
OCKANRAWLEY,MURGASTY,TOWN LOT
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Description: On a ridge, on the junction of the Limerick-Waterford road and the CashelKilmallock road with the River Ara flowing roughly E-W to the S. It is likely that the town of
Tipperary was the principal manor or caput of the Anglo-Norman cantred (an administrative area)
of Okonagh (which included the eastern portion of the Tipperary barony of Clanwilliam, as well
as portions of Limerick) and probably dates to the late 12th century. A motte and bailey (TS067001----) c. 1.1km to the N and a motte (TS067-002----) c. 800m to the NW protect the northern
and northwestern routes into the town. In 1215 the ‘vill’ or town of ‘Tibrari’ is mentioned in
relation to the church there and in 1300 a reference to the ‘community of the town’ suggests that
the town was incorporated at this stage (Bradley 1985, 56). Otto de Grandison, who held Clonmel,
also held Tipperary town by 1281 (Thomas 1992, 194). It appears that the county court met at
Tipperary until the Archbishop of Cashel moved it to Cashel, which was the subject of a legal case
in 1297 (Thomas 1992, 194). The town was burned in 1329 by Brian O’Brian, however, there are
references to the reeve (senior town official) and community up until 1432 (Bradley 1985, 56).
There is historical evidence that the town was walled, though no physical evidence is visible at
ground level. In 1300 a murage grant was given for a period of 10 years and in 1310 a further grant
was given for a period of 3 years (Thomas 1992, 194). Based on the probable survival of the
medieval town pattern on the modern town, it is suggested that the town consisted of an area of
c. 15 hectares, roughly rectangular in shape, incorporating the church (TS067-004003-) and
graveyard (TS067-004008-) in its NW angle and the castle (TS067-004002-) in the SE angle, with
the river forming the southern boundary (Thomas 1992, 194-5). An Augustinian Friary (TS067004001-) is located immediately S of the river. There is conflicting evidence of when this was
founded, sources suggesting that this was either during the reign of Henry III (1216-1272) or later
c.1300 by Stephen Butler (Gwynn and Hadcock 1970 (1988 reprint), 302). In the 15th century the
town seems to have gone into decline and did not recover until the late 17th century. In 1660 the
poll-tax returns for the town suggest a total population of c. 250, however, during the course of
this decade the hearth-money records suggest that the town grew rapidly with the population
almost doubling in size (Smyth 1991, 165).
TS067-004005- Distance from Site:145m west
Class: School
Townland: COLLEGELAND
Description: On the E side of Railway Road, S of the River Ara and in the grounds of the
Augustinian Friary (TS067-004001-). In 1669 a royal charter granted Erasmus Smith ‘several
parcells of abby land, with the old abby, in Tipperary...to hold ye premisses to ye uses of his charity’
(Quane 1960, 41). This charity was the establishment of a free grammar school. Construction of
the school began in 1680 when the old abbey was demolished to provide building materials. In
1690 the school was closed as the building was taken over as a headquarters by the Williamite army.
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The following year the school was burned down. In 1702 a new school was completed (Bourke
1989, 86). This late 17th/early 18th-century building survived for over a hundred years when in
1820 a new school replaced it. The 'Father Humphreys Memorial School' that is present today,
opened in 1955, was partly built on the old Abbey School (Quane 1960, 75).
TS067-004001- Distance from Site:188m west-north-west
Class: Religious house - Augustinian friars
Townland: COLLEGELAND
Description: S of Tipperary town (TS067-004----) and immediately S of the River Ara, at the SE
junction of Abbey Street and Railway Road. There is conflicting evidence of when this Augustinian
Friary was founded, sources suggesting that this was either during the reign of Henry III (12161272) or later c.1300 by Stephen Butler, an ancestor of the earls of Carrick-on-Suir (Gwynn and
Hadcock 1970 (1988 reprint), 302). In 1539 the friary was surrendered by the then prior, Donough
O'Cuyrke (O’Quirk) and the possessions, consisting of ‘a church, chapter-house, dormitory hall,
two chambers, an inner chamber, kitchen, stable, cemetery and garden, all said to be in ruins and
not valued (ibid.). The jurors also stated that ‘the church has from time immemorial been the parish
church of Typperare. There are no superfluous buildings, but all are necessary for the farmer, and
with 2 gardens and other accommodations cont. 2 acr. And are worth nothing above repairs’ (White
1943, 327). The jurors appraisal was probably exaggerated to reduce the value of the property as
one of the jurors, Dermot Ryan, subsequently gained possession of the abbey (Quane 1960, 40;
Gwynn and Hadcock 1970 (1988 reprint), 302). In the 1680s the abbey was demolished and the
materials were used to build an Erasmus Smith Grammar School (Quane 1960, 42). Only a pointed
arch survived, with a soffit rib carried by pointed corbels, which is visible on at least two pre-1950s
photographs. According to the OS Letters of 1840, ‘This arch is about sixteen feet [c. 4.8m] high
and is eight feet ten inches [c. 2.5m] wide. There is but a very small portion of the wall, which was
four feet two inches [c. 1.2m] thick, remaining on each side (O'Flanagan 1930, vol. 3, 34 -35(103)).
A survey of the arch in 1920 gives the width of the arch as 8 feet 10½ inches (c. 2.69m), the height
to the spring of the arch as 8 feet 9½ inches (c. 2.67m) and the thickness as 4 feet 1¼ inches (c.
1.24m), with the soffit rib being 11 inches thick (0.26m) (OPW files, 15 April 1920). In 1958 an
attempt was made to move the arch, however, this only resulted in its total ‘collapse and
disintegration’ (Quane 1960, 75). No trace of the abbey survives at ground level.
TS067-004002- Distance from Site:115m north east
Class: Castle - unclassified
Townland: KNOCKANRAWLEY
Description: On a height in the SE section of the town, c. 100m NE of the River Ara. Corporation
housing and warehouses constructed since 1954 currently occupy the location. This castle is not
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indicated on the 1st (1840) ed. 6-inch OS map and on the 25-inch map it is designated as ‘King
John’s Castle (Supposed site of)’ with hachures depicting the SE portion of an inner and outer
curving scarp, with a suggestion that the scarp continues on both sides northward beneath modern
property boundaries. There are no known historical references to this castle and as there are no
visible remains at ground level it is not possible to ascertain the nature or date of this castle.
TS067-004008- Distance from Site:518m north west
Class: Graveyard
Townland: MURGASTY
Description: In the centre of Tipperary town, immediately N of John Street and possibly originally
within the NW angle of the town defences. The medieval church (TS067-004003-) is no longer
visible at ground level. The present C of I church at this location dates to 1832. There are no
apparent medieval architectural fragments or pre-1700 graveslabs visible in the graveyard.
TS067-005---- Distance from Site:315m north east
Class: Ritual site - holy well
Townland: KNOCKANRAWLEY
Description: At E end of Tipperary town, in the yard of corporation houses on the S side of
Father Matthew Street, off S side of Main Street. Named on current OS 6-inch map as 'St Bridget's
Well or Toberbreda'. It is incorporated into W side of wall of restaurant building. Circular well
(diam. 1.7m) defined by random rubble stone wall (ext. H 0.4m above pavement) bonded with a
cement based mortar. Upper courses of wall truncated in E segment by wall of building. Interior
of shaft lined with rubble stone and bonded with lime based mortar. Full depth of well not
determined. Water source possibly blocked as stagnant water is at a depth of c. 2.5m below top of
well shaft. Iron grate fixed into place over opening of shaft.
TS067-123---- Distance from Site:580m north west
Class: Kiln
Townland: MURGASTY
Description: An excavation was carried out in a green-field site, N of the medieval church (TS067004003-) and graveyard (TS067-004008-), in advance of construction of a government office
building (Cummins 2000, 203). An E-W orientated kiln structure was cut into the sand subsoil
(ibid.). This consisted of a linear flue (L 8.5m; Wth 3.48m; D 1.2m) leading to an elliptical bowl at
the E end (ibid.). It was keyhole-shaped in plan (ibid.). The sides were stone-lined, and a single
lintel stone was found over the flue (ibid.). The kiln was filled with collapsed sand from the sides
of the structure (ibid.). There was a basal, charcoal-rich deposit under the stone lining, which may
contain evidence of charred cereal grains, indicative of a corn-drying function (ibid.). There were
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also small fragments of oxidised limestone in some of the overlying fills, which may suggest a
limekiln function (ibid.).
TS067-124---- Distance from Site: 567m north west
Class: Hut site
Townland: MURGASTY
Description: An excavation was carried out in a green-field site, N of the medieval church (TS067004003-) and graveyard (TS067-004008-), in advance of construction of a government office
building (Cummins 2000, 203). A circular hut site, 4m in diameter, was excavated in the NE corner
of the field, and no enclosing bank or fosse was uncovered (ibid.). The upper level of the hut had
been disturbed by cultivation activity, and there was a high amount of hollows in the interior caused
by root/burrowing activity (ibid.). A sherd of post-medieval pottery was found in a context severely
disturbed by root/burrowing activity (ibid.). The hut was surrounded by a narrow gully, 0.2-0.5m
wide and 0.2m deep, containing no evident post-holes or stake-holes (ibid.). It may have functioned
as a bedding trench (ibid.). The entrance in the N was indicated by a backfill of moderately
compacted sand within the gully, and a hearth lay close to the centre of the hut (ibid.). The interior
of the hut was occupied by overlapping sand layers containing a number of small post-holes and
stake-holes (ibid.). They did not indicate any identifiable structures, apart from a possible spit over
the hearth (ibid.). There were two shallow pits in the NE corner, and one of these contained a
fragment of a jet/lignite bracelet (ibid.).
TS067-131---- Distance from Site: 563m north west
Class: Burial ground
Townland: MURGASTY
Description: An excavation was carried out in a green-field site, immediately N of the medieval
church (TS067-004003-) and graveyard (TS067-004008-) in advance of the construction of a
government office building (Cummins 2000, 203). During testing in 1997 five burials, orientated
E-W, were excavated, though no dating evidence was retrieved (Hodkinson 1998, 180). In 1998, a
further sixteen burials were excavated, aligned E-W or slightly NE-SW (Cummins 1998, 203). The
total number of burials represent eleven adults, five juveniles and two neonates (ibid.). Associated
pottery suggested a post-medieval date for the burials (ibid.).
2.3 Recent Archaeological Investigation in the Immediate Environs
(Excerpts from Excavations.ie).
Site name: Collegeland, Tipperary
Sites and Monuments Record No.: SMR 67:4 Licence number: 02E0263
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Author: Anne-Marie Lennon, Mary Henry Archaeological Services Ltd, 24 Queen Street, Clonmel,
Co. Tipperary.
Site type: Post-medieval
ITM: E 589302m, N 635146m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.467650, -8.157449
Monitoring of groundworks at this site revealed no evidence of the medieval Augustinian abbey.
The exact location of the abbey is not certain. The last vestige of this structure, a stone archway,
was knocked down in 1958 and is believed to be buried in the playing pitch to the north of the
present-day school. Monitoring of the foundations of the new development uncovered the
basement and walls of the 19th-century school buildings. A stone well was also found in the
courtyard of the associated 19th-century farm. This well has been incorporated in the new school
buildings as an architectural feature. The cellars and other walls have been preserved in situ.
Site name: Bank Place, Tipperary
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 02E0939
Author: Niall Gregory, Mary Henry Archaeological Services Ltd, 24 Queen Street, Clonmel, Co.
Tipperary.
Site type: No archaeological significance
ITM: E 589353m, N 635888m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.474319, -8.156722
Monitoring of groundworks associated with the construction of a dental surgery was conducted
on 7 July. The foundation trenches achieved a maximum depth of 0.6m. The entire depth of the
trenches comprised modern landfill. Nothing of archaeological significance was encountered.
Site name: 15-17 Davis Street, Tipperary
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 03E0278
Author: Richard Crumlish, 61 An Cladrach, Castlebar Road, Ballinrobe, Co. Mayo.
Site type: No archaeological significance
ITM: E 588945m, N 635963m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.474982, -8.162724
Monitoring of groundworks associated with the construction of a dormer dwelling and associated
site works was carried out on 7 March 2003, to the rear of 15-17 Davis Street, Tipperary. The
development was within the zone of archaeological potential for Tipperary (SMR 67:4).
The stratigraphy encountered consisted of rubble fill, within which was the foundation of an
outbuilding that had just been demolished on the site. Below the rubble was topsoil, below which
were an orange/brown and mid-brown friable silt loam. The rubble fill and topsoil contained
modern artefacts.
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Site name: Carrownreddy
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 03E1587
Author: John Tierney, Eachtra Archaeological Projects, Ballycurreen Industrial Estate, Kinsale
Road, Cork.
Site type: Hearth
ITM: E 589001m, N 636162m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.476774, -8.161911
Planning permission was granted for the construction of a large housing estate and associated
buildings at Carrownreddy, Tipperary, with a condition of testing. Trench 5 was located 15m to
the east of an enclosure (SMR 67:3) in the north-western corner of the site. The trench measured
30m (east-west) by 2m by c. 0.5m deep. One feature of an archaeological nature was uncovered.
To assess the extent of this feature, an offshoot trench was opened. This measured 8m (northsouth) by 2m. The feature comprised three contexts, including charcoal and small angular pebbles
and stones within a black ashy layer, and is interpreted as a hearth. This was the only archaeological
feature identified in the course of the testing. The location of a hearth within 15m of a natural lake
is not unexpected and may be the remains of a temporary hunting camp, for example. However,
as the widened trench uncovered no further archaeological remains, the risk of encountering
significant archaeological remains in the area is lessened.
Site name: 8 DAVIS STREET, TIPPERARY
Sites and Monuments Record No.: SMR 67:4 Licence number: 04E0198
Author: Joanne Hughes, Boscabell, Cashel, Co. Tipperary.
Site type: No archaeological significance
ITM: E 588950m, N 635931m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.474699, -8.162651
Monitoring was required for a proposed development at No. 8 Davis Street, in Tipperary town,
within the zone of archaeological potential. This includes the site of a 12th-century castle and the
13th-century Augustinian abbey. The name 'Mahers' survives on the frontage of No. 8. This is a
two-storey former shop front with adjoining buildings on each side. The groundworks were
monitored on 19 April. A 0.25-0.3m depth of modern debris, clay, ash and stone rubble was
removed, from which a copper-plated button from the uniform of a soldier of the 38th Regiment
of Foot in the British Army was recovered. A post-medieval well was found at the base of the rear
gable of 'Mahers'. This well would not be further impacted on by the development and so it was
filled with hardcore material and sealed over. .Apart from the regimental button, no archaeological
finds or deposits were uncovered during the monitoring. It is clear that the site had undergone
extensive renovation, reflecting changes in ownership.
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Site name: 22 DAVIS STREET, TIPPERARY
Sites and Monuments Record No.: SMR 67:4 Licence number: 04E1235
Author: John Tierney, Eachtra Archaeological Projects, Ballycurreen Industrial Estate, Kinsale
Road, Cork.
Site type: Urban
ITM: E 588940m, N 635984m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.475169, -8.162804
Monitoring was undertaken at 22 Davis Street to comply with a planning condition. The site is
located immediately inside the northern limit of the zone of archaeological potential for Tipperary
town. There are no recorded sites on Davis Street, but the possible line of the town wall may be
located on the southern boundary of the development site. The upper layer on the site consisted
of a modern tar/concrete surface. Evidence of ground disturbance was encountered in all of the
trenches in the form of sanitary and water clay pipes. The trench in the south-east corner of the
site contained the remains of possible disturbed cobbling. A layer of charcoal-enriched black sandy
clay containing very loosely compacted small rounded stones underlay the modern surface. The
layer extended for c. 3.5m and contained a number of horseshoes. It is probably associated with
the recently demolished building, which had functioned as a forge. The natural subsoil was a lightyellow/orange sand. No archaeological stratigraphy or finds were recorded during monitoring of
excavation of the foundation trenches.
Site name: Gashouse Lane, Tipperary
Sites and Monuments Record No.: TI067–004 Licence number: 06E0258
Author: Niall Gregory, Gregory Consultant Archaeology Ltd, Dunburbeg, Clonmel Road, Cashel,
Co. Tipperary
Site type: Urban
ITM: E 589205m, N 635796m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.473489, -8.158897
Three trenches were excavated and monitoring of surface soil-stripping took place on 31 March
2006 in the vicinity of a proposed retail development in the medieval settlement of Tipperary town.
Two of the trenches measured 14m in length along a north–south axis and parallel to each other.
The depth achieved in these trenches was 0.22m, with 0.15m consisting of gravel and stone
overlying the clay natural. The third trench excavated measured 3.5m and was oriented along the
same axis as the first two and situated centrally between them. A matrix of 0.1m of modern building
rubble overlay a yellow clay natural subsoil. No material or cultural remains were recovered from
the excavated and monitored areas.
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Site name: Tipperary
Sites and Monuments Record No.: TS067–004 Licence number: 07E0506
Author: Mary Henry, Mary Henry Archaeological Services Ltd, 17 Staunton Row, Clonmel, Co.
Tipperary.
Site type: Urban
ITM: E 605009m, N 659297m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.684798, -7.925921
Groundworks were monitored as part of laying ducting for a broadband scheme within the zone
of archaeological potential for Tipperary town. This linear scheme traversed the majority of major
thoroughfares within Tipperary, offering a relatively comprehensive view of the underlying
stratigraphy to a depth of ,1.2m. This generally comprised a modern road surface, supported by
chippings, either overlying the natural very gravelly sandy clay; or the road surface and chippings
over a redeposited sandy clay with red brick and containing occasional animal bone, which itself
overlay the natural. Therefore, from an archaeological aspect, physical evidence pertaining to the
medieval period of the town can be considered negative, even though this scheme traversed areas
of possible high archaeological potential, such as the projected line of the town wall at various
locations. It is possible the 19th- and 20th-century layers, directly overlying the natural, have
removed the earlier deposits, which may have been both shallow and thin. An instance of this may
be Main Street, where the redeposited natural with red brick directly overlies a brick-built sewer.
Two walls were revealed during the monitoring works, both in Station Road and within relatively
close proximity of the abbey site. Interestingly, both were discovered fairly deeply: the first was
0.9m below ground level whilst the second was 0.8m below. This would appear to support the
above theory regarding the Victorian/modern works, which in the main seem to be contained to
a depth of 0.7m. Due to the fact the walls were revealed at the base of the trench, they could not
be extensively examined. However, due to their composition and bonding, in conjunction with
their dimensions and location, it is considered they may be associated with the abbey and of
medieval provenance. Regarding the presence of a medieval town wall, no archaeological evidence
emerged whatsoever to suggest Tipperary town was ever walled.
County: Tipperary Site name: Carrownreddy, Tipperary
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 07E1044
Author: Goorik Dehaene, Coolroe, Tinahely, Co. Wicklow, for Gregory Consultant Archaeology
Ltd.
Site type: Burnt-mound material
ITM: E 589332m, N 636444m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.479315, -8.157044
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This site was to the north of the Rosanna road and the west of the Carrownreddy road in the north
of Tipperary town. It is adjacent to the zone of archaeological potential for Tipperary town
classified as a medieval settlement (TS067–004). The site works were undertaken in November and
December 2007 on behalf of South Tipperary County Council, which plans to develop the site.
The site comprises 2.6ha.Sixteen trenches were excavated at 20m intervals across the site, totalling
over 1170m. Burnt-mound material was identified in the north-west of the site. This material
extended over 7.5m. A possible structure was recorded in the south-east of the site. This feature
comprised a curvilinear possible slot-trench with no associated structural elements. Two ditches
aligned north–south and extending across the site were identified. These ditches are thought to
represent the remains of a relict boundary. Throughout the site isolated shallow pits and possible
post-holes were recorded. Land reclamation works were evident in the west of the site. A single
piece of flint debitage was recovered from the topsoil in the centre of the site. The demolished
rubble remains of a stone and slate shed or cabin were also identified in the centre of the site.
These remains have been identified as probable 19th- or 20th-century in date. Modern dumping
and land reclamation were also identified.
County: Tipperary Site name: : 8 Abbey Street, Tipperary
Sites and Monuments Record No.: N/A Licence number: 08E0848
Author: Bruce Sutton, for Aegis Archaeology Ltd, 32 Nicholas St, Kings Island, Limerick.
Site type: Testing
ITM: E 589090m, N 635737m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.472957, -8.160588
Test-trenching was undertaken in advance of a two-storey structure to be constructed in the zone
of archaeological potential for the historic town of Tipperary (TS067–004). Nothing of an
archaeological nature was noted during this test-trenching.
County: Tipperary Site name: Rosanna Road, Carrownreddy, Tipperary
Sites and Monuments Record No.: n/a Licence number: 15E0427
Author: Tracy Collins, Aegis Archaeology Limited
Site type: No archaeology found
ITM: E 589187m, N 636421m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.479105, -8.159178
Monitoring was undertaken in advance of the construction of a primary care centre on Rosanna
Road. The site lay some 300m to the north of the zone of archaeological potential for the historic
town of Tipperary. Monitoring of ground works was undertaken over 5 days. Nothing of an
archaeological nature was discovered.
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County: Tipperary Site name: Abbey CBS, Tipperary
Sites and Monuments Record No.: TS067:004 Licence number: 16E0376
Author: Rob O'Hara
Site type: No archaeology found
ITM: E 589143m, N 635605m
Latitude, Longitude (decimal degrees): 52.471770, -8.159799
An assessment was undertaken at the Abbey CBS secondary school to the south of Tipperary
Town in County Tipperary on a c. 1.14ha site in Collegeland townland. The development consisted
of a Sports Hall in the area of the existing basketball/tennis courts to the rear of the school. The
proposed Sports Hall site is a tarmacadam yard area to the south-east of the school approximately
120m south of the site of the former Abbey (TS067:004).
A total of 2 trenches were mechanically excavated across the site under archaeological supervision.
The upper levels of tarmac were c. 0.1-0.15m deep and overlay c. 1-1.5m of imported river gravel.
This overlay the natural reddish brown sand. No archaeological features were recorded.

2.4 Summary of recent archaeological investigation
In the last 17 years, 12 sites have been investigated in or around the town of Tipperary. Of these,
8 were devoid of archaeological remains. In one site an isolated hearth was found (03E1587); in
another a post-medieval well was located and preserved in situ (04E0198). The basement and walls
of the 19th century Abbey school buildings (02E0263) were uncovered and left in situ, also a well
in the associated farm was found and is preserved in the new school building. In the north of the
town north of the Rosanna Road in Carrownreddy burnt mound material was exposed and the
possible remains of a structure was recorded (07E1044). During monitoring of the broadband
service trenches, very little was found, with the exception of 2 walls at a depth of 0.9m in Station
Road, possibly associated with the original abbey, but in summation the writer concluded that
‘from an archaeological aspect, physical evidence pertaining to the medieval period of the town
can be considered negative, even though this scheme traversed areas of possible high
archaeological potential, such as the projected line of the town wall at various locations’ (Henry,
2007, excavations.ie).

3. Potential Impacts
The development works will include movement of soil within the site to enhance accessibility,
install amenity features, and landscaping for habitat creation.
This will entail both removal of soil and its redeposition to create embanked areas. Topsoil will be
also be affected by the creation of a playground surface and new pathways (Fig. 12). However, this
area is highly unlikely to have been built or settled on in earlier times as it is part of a flood plain
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(Fig. 13) and is lower that the area to the west where the site of the Abbey is marked from the
earliest maps (Fig’s 5, 7 & 9).

Figure 12: Proposed layout of Ara Amenity Riverwalk

Figure 13: Flood risk of the area under review (Tipperary Town development Plan 2013)
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4. Conclusions
The proposed area for the creation of the Ara River Walkway is for the most part outside of the
Zone of Archaeological Protection (Fig. 11). The nearest archaeological site is the erstwhile
position of the Augustinian Priory. The likely location of this is in the field north of the present
Abbey School, to the north-west of the proposed river walk. The land under review is in an area
in which the stated policy of the Town Council is to ‘preserve an undisturbed edge or buffer zone
between new developments and the River Ara, to maintain the natural functions of existing
ecosystems where consistent with this and to encourage increased public access and water-related
recreation opportunities. Buildings, trees and important areas of vegetation and wildlife habitat
will be conserved and improvements carried out where necessary’ (Development Plan Tipperary
Town 2013). The area is best suited to ‘water compatible use’ (Appendix 2, 5.1 of Tipperary Town
development Plan 2013).
The corridor of the River Ara would always have meandered in this path, with the possibility of
flooding, (Fig.13). It is therefore unlikely that any structural remains of the early abbey are located
in the area designated for the river walk. The site is outside the medieval town and does not directly
impinge on any known archaeological sites. The enhancement of the river walk follows the recent
shortlisting of the local schools in the Irish Wildlife Trust Together for Biodiversity awards – ‘The
project included engaging with the local primary and secondary students who were brought
together to explore and discover the aquatic life found in the river. to raise awareness of the
biodiversity in the River Ara’ (IWT). Engagement of the young is the answer to the care of the
area for the future. The provision of a playground, a wetland area and the retention of and further
planting of trees will not, in the opinion of the writer, impinge on archaeological remains.
There are no likely physical or visual impacts on the nearby Recorded Monuments (The Abbey
site, or the site of a castle to the north east), or on any other in the wider area. Risk of inadvertent
impact on hitherto unknown buried archaeological material is unlikely as it is on the flood plain of
the river Ara. The final decision regarding all future actions in the vicinity of an archaeological
zone of protection rests with the Developments Application Unit of the National Monuments
Service, Dept. Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht.
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Figure 14: Old post card of original arch of Abbey (askaboutireland.ie)
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