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II. Glossary of Terms
ASI
Barony, Parish,
Townland

DCHG
E
EIS
First Edition
ITM
KM
M
N
NGR
NIAH
NMI
NMS
OPW
OS
OSI
RMP

RMP Number
RPS
S
Sheet
SMR

TB
W
ZAN
ZAP

Archaeological Survey of Ireland, a division of the DCHG.
These terms refer to land divisions in Ireland. The barony is the largest land division in a county,
which is formed from a number of parishes. These parishes are in turn made up of several
townlands, which are the smallest land division in the country. The origins of these divisions are
believed to be in the Early Medieval/Christian period (AD500-AD1000) or may date earlier in the
Iron Age (500BC-AD500).
Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
East.
Environmental Impact Statement.
This relates to editions of the OS 6-inch maps for each county. The first edition map completed for
the area dates to the early 1840s and this is referred to in the text as the ‘First Edition’.
Irish Transverse Mercator (grid reference type favoured by ASI).
Kilometre.
Metres, all dimensions are given in metres or part of a metre, unless otherwise stated.
North.
National Grid Reference.
National Inventory of Architectural Heritage.
National Museum of Ireland.
National Monuments Service. Regulatory body and division of the DCHG.
Office of Public Works.
Ordnance Survey.
Ordnance Survey of Ireland.
Record of Monuments and Places. A paper record comprising a map and list on which
archaeological sites are recorded. The sites marked afford legal protection under the National
Monuments Acts 1930-2014. The record is based on the 6-inch map series for the country and is
recorded on a county basis. Each archaeological monument on the RMP has a unique code known
as the RMP number prefixed by TN for Tipperary North.
This code is the number of the site on the RMP constraint map. It begins with the county code, the
6-inch sheet number, followed by the number of the archaeological monument on that sheet.
Record of Protected Structures.
South.
This relates to the 6-inch map for each county, which is divided into sheets.
Sites and Monuments Record. The precursor of the RMP, the SMR now commonly relates to the
archive paper files of known archaeological monuments maintained by the Archaeological Survey
of Ireland (ASI). These files are arranged according to SMR number. Much of this information is now
available online at www.webgis.archaeology.ie/historicenvironment/.
Townland Boundary.
West, or when used with a dimension, width.
Zone of archaeological notification (as shown on webgis.archaeology.ie/historicenvironment/
mapping)
Zone of archaeological potential (used for historic towns)
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1. Scope of Study
This report details an archaeological and cultural heritage impact assessment carried out on the
subject site at Stereame, Nenagh, County Tipperary (desk based with site inspection).

This report fulfils this requirement outlined above of an archaeological and cultural heritage impact
assessment. First, the methodology employed is outlined (section 2). Next, the report describes the
existing environment and the proposed development (section 3). It provides historical and
archaeological background to the subject site and its immediate environs in order to provide a
context to the significance of the location (section 4). The report then identifies predicted impacts
and assesses those potential direct and indirect impact(s), if any, on the potential archaeological and
cultural heritage environment of the subject site (section 5), and assessing the predicted impacts on
the site’s cultural heritage, of a proposed school development. Section 6 concludes the report and
offers mitigation measures to alleviate predicted negative impacts. These measures have been used
previously in other similar projects and are outlined in national guidance documents (for example
Dúchas 1999; 1999a). A non-technical summary is provided for a lay readership (section 7).
Resources used in the compilation of the report and supporting information is provided (section 9
and annexes).

This report fulfils the usual criteria of an archaeological and cultural heritage impact assessment and
follows the most recent EPA guidelines on the compilation of an EIS (2015; 2015a; 2017). Pertinent
guidelines published from time-to-time have also been consulted and are listed in the project
references given at the back of this report. Statutory protection and policies are provided in Annex 1.
The site inspection on which this report is based was carried out on Saturday 13 June 2020.
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2. Method of Study
The following resources and methods of establishing the archaeological status of the site were used:

▪

The subject site was visited and inspected by a qualified archaeologist;

▪

A review of the planning history of the site was undertaken;

▪

The Record of Monuments and Places constraint maps and lists (RMP) and the sites and
monuments record (SMR) were consulted;

▪

A wide range of local historical and archaeological records relevant to the study area were
consulted, including the Ordnance Survey First Edition six-inch map (c.1840), the Ordnance
Survey twenty-five-inch map and aerial views;

▪

All available published information was considered;

▪

National Inventory of Architectural Heritage and Record of Protected Structures;

▪

The local area plan, county development plan and other pertinent documents were
consulted (listed in references section);

▪

Artefact records were consulted;

▪

A review of any archaeological investigations in the vicinity was also undertaken.
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Figure 1. Site location, Co. Tipperary (after www.archaeology.ie). North to top.

Figure 2. Site location of the outskirts of Nenagh, Co. Tipperary (after www.archaeology.ie). North to top.
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3. Existing Environment
The subject site is within an existing business park in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary. There are no recorded
archaeological monuments or protected structures in the vicinity. The subject site does not lie within
any zone of notification for any monument and does not lie within the zone of archaeological
potential for the historic town of Nenagh.

Figure 3. Map showing location of subject site (after archaeology.ie, N to top).
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3.1 Proposed Development

Figure 4. Proposed site layout of development, for indication only (supplied by client’s agent).

The proposed development comprises a digital hub building for Nenagh of three storeys (ground
floor, first floor, second floor) to provide for office/desk space and all associated requirements,
facilities, parking etc. extent of which is 1.12ha.
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3.2 The Site Inspection (Plates 1-4)
The site was inspected by the writer on 13 June 2020. The weather was fairly dry and visibility was
good. The site is part of a larger business/industrial park. It appears that it has been
landscaped/cleared/stripped previously, possibly as part of other developments in its vicinity. It is
currently under rough grass. It contains no new upstanding features of archaeological or
architectural interest.
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Plate 1. View of subject site from south. Photo by author.

Plate 2. View of subject site from north. Photo by author.
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Plate 3. View of subject site from west. Photo by author.

Plate 4. View of subject site from west. Previously stripped ground in northern portion. Photo by author.
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4. History and Archaeology of the Site
and Vicinity
4.1 Historical and archaeological background (figs 5-10)
The subject site is located in the townland of Stereame, the parish of Nenagh and the barony of
Lower Ormond (Townland Index 1861, 839). The townland name appears to be derived from Steirím,
but

for

which

there

is

no

direct

English

translation

(checked

at:

https://www.teanglann.ie/en/_search/Steir%C3%ADm?). It was known as Sterim in 1787, Steream in
1809 and Stereame, Straoím, or Stairéul in 1840. A note in the placenames database record states
that ‘it is not the English stream’ (https://www.logainm.ie/46741.aspx).

The townland is not specifically mentioned in the Ordnance Survey letters for the county.
(Nenagh Parish Volume 3 of 3, see http://www.askaboutireland.ie/aai-files/assets/ebooks/OSILetters/TIPPERARY%20VOL%203_14%20F%2020.pdf).

The subject site lies on the outskirts of the historic town of Nenagh. The name Nenagh is taken from
the Irish Aonach meaning fair (Bassett 1889). The town is believed to have been located on or near
the site of the ancient fair. Although other medieval towns in Tipperary were ‘new’ towns founded
on virgin soil; Nenagh, like Cashel was founded on an earlier settlement (Gleeson and Leask 1936).
Mention is made in The Annals of the Four Masters of the burning of Aenach Thete by Maolsechlainn
in AD994 and 1056 (Basset 1889; Annals of the Four Masters; Lewis 1837).

Nenagh has a number of key features described by Bradley in his definition of a medieval town
(Bradley 1985, 35). It has a parish church, a Franciscan friary and a hospital are located outside the
town walls (according to Bradley 1985 see figure 5). It remains unclear whether the castle at Nenagh
stood inside or outside the town wall, and it may have been incorporated into the wall itself (as
shown by Thomas’ map 1992, volume 2, 174 see figure 6). This is made more difficult to establish as
there are no surviving upstanding remains of the town wall and its circuit is based on early mapping
and although there is no surviving evidence of town walls at Nenagh it is highly likely that medieval
ÆGIS ARCHAEOLOGY LIMITED
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Nenagh was walled (Bradley 1985, 50-52). Gleeson states that a portion of the wall was found near
the churchyard in Kenyon Street in the early nineteenth century (Gleeson 1915, 108) and there are a
number of documentary sources that mention a town wall or several gates. A suggested line for the
town wall has put forward based on this find and comparisons with other towns, most recently by
Bradley (1985) and Thomas (1992). The Urban Survey has followed these circuits (Farrelly and Carey
1994).

The town of Nenagh was founded between AD 1200 and AD 1220 (thirteenth century) by Walter
Theobald the first Butler of Ormond (Gleeson and Leask 1936, 248; Farrelly and Carey 1994’ Farrelly
and O’Brien 2002). The town probably grew up around the existing Butler manor founded before
sometime AD 1200 (Bradley 1985, 52). The construction of the hospital c.AD 1200, the castle in the
early thirteenth century, and the Franciscan Friary in the mid thirteenth century are indications of
the town’s growth. An inquisition dated 1299 concerning the alteration of a roadway near the town
concluded 'that it would not damage any but those who dwell in Theobalds Town of the Nanagh in
the street below the castle to the east viz. Robert, son of David and his neighbours dwelling in that
street' (CJR, vol. 1, 234). In 1323 the village of the Nanagh accounts for 641 for remitting the account
of murage (PRI rep. DK 42nd, 42). In 1305 and 1338 burgesses are mentioned in state papers (CJR,
vol. 2, 108; CIPM, vol. 8, 121; cited in ASI notes).

Robert Bruce’s army in AD 1316 attacked the town although the castle and settlement remained
intact (Gleeson and Leask 1936, 250). In AD 1336 a peace treaty occurred between the Earl of
Ormond and the Butlers. Repeated attacks on Nenagh for example, by O’Kennedy in AD 1348, when
the town was burnt (Prendergast 1851, 392), perhaps led the, the Butlers in 1392 to purchase
Kilkenny Castle and transfer their chief residence from Nenagh to there (Prendergast 1851, 393-4).
There is a fifteenth-century reference which mentions that the 'reeve and community [were]
summoned to seneschal's court' in 1432 (Martin 1981, 47). O’Carroll attacked the town in AD 1548
which likely led to a re-development of the town around AD 1575 with Nenagh being re-constituted
probably in a similar form as it appears today. Further material relating to the re-development of
Nenagh includes the reference in The Civil Survey (AD1654-56; Simington 1934) of sixty cottages and
thatched houses newly built. In 1696 a 'Session House and Goal were built' on Pearse Street (Sadlier
1943, 131-54) but this court and jail were replaced by later building (Farrelly and O’Brien 2002)

It is noteworthy that medieval towns such as Nenagh, usually have long narrow property plots,
stretching back from their main streets. These property boundaries, known as burgage plots,
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sometime survive in the street pattern from medieval times to the present day and Bradley has
identified some in Nenagh, though most are probably now obscured by later buildings of the
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries.

Griffith’s valuation or the ‘primary valuation of Ireland’ was a property tax survey carried out under
the supervision of Sir Richard Griffith in 1847 to 1864. It was to determine liability to the ‘poor rate’
which supported the poor and destitute within each Poor Law Union district. A list of all people living
in an area and their accommodation was kept and was accompanied by a map showing the
ownership plots. As can be seen from the map extract, (figure 5) there was one occupier (or tenant)
and one immediate lessor (i.e. owner, figure 6).

Figure 5. Griffith’s Valuation 1847-’64 map extract showing Stereame townland and environs. Each number represents
an ownership/tenant plot (just one for subject townland).

Figure 6. Griffith’s Valuation 1847-’64 record extract.

A search of the national folklore database as presented in www.duchas.ie did not yield any results
for the townland of Stereame. There are 238 transcriptions returned for the district of Nenagh and
35 separate stories relating to the town and its environs, forges, and ghost stories, for example.
None relates directly to the subject site.
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4.1.1 Archaeological monuments (figs 7-8)

Figure 7. Locations of recorded archaeological monuments in red in vicinity of subject site (after www.archaeology.ie
with additions). Red circle around subject site, 500m in radius. North to top.

There are no recorded monuments on the subject site (Figs 7 and 8). All known archaeological
monuments to the west are at a sufficient distance and relate to the stretch of the N52 Nenagh
Bypass from R445 to the south through to the R494 to the north. The only archaeological monument
to the north east is TN020-131---, burials, which were excavated in advance of development (Collins
and Lynch 2006).
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Figure 8. RMP map extract 1998, sheet 20 Co. Tipperary (based on 1938 ed OS map).

4.2 Previous archaeological work in the vicinity
A search of the licenced archaeological work database www.excavations.ie for Stereame and
environs was undertaken. Licenced work has been undertaken within the townland according to te
results of the search. Two licenced projects were undertaken in adjacent townlands. Neither
produced archaeological material. Table 1 provides details.
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Table 1. Licenced archaeological work undertaken on or in vicinity of subject site (after www.excavations.ie).
Excavations Author
Licence No.
Summary Report
No.
2015:042
Tim
14E0463
Various townlands. Testing and monitoring were carried out along the
Coughlan
Limerick to Nenagh Gas pipeline located in Counties Limerick and Tipperary
(OS Sheets LI 63, 41; TN 31, 77, 26, 66). BGN constructed the gas pipeline
between Limerick and Nenagh, which followed the existing R445. The
pipeline measured c. 31km in length with a nominal diameter of 0.4m and
has been constructed underground for its entire length. Construction
activities were undertaken within the existing roadway. Trenches were no
wider than 1m in width and no deeper than 1.8m.
Originally three areas of archaeological potential (AAP 1-3) were highlighted
for advance testing. Due to changes in design no works were undertaken in
AAP 1; test trenching was carried out at two locations in advance of main
trenching. In AAP 2 a 55m trench was excavated, within the pipeline
footprint, along the periphery of church and graveyard (TN025-077001/2). In
AAP 3 a 40m long trench was excavated within the footprint of the pipeline
in roadway across the northern extent of enclosure TN025-063. Testing
failed to identify any in situ features of archaeological significance within the
pipeline footprint. No further mitigation is required for these areas.
Originally six areas of archaeological potential (AAP) were highlighted for
monitoring. Due to changes in design no works were undertaken in AAP 1.
Continuous monitoring was carried out during all groundworks in AAPs 2–6.
Two features of interest were recorded during the course of monitoring in
AAP 5, Tullahedy townland. The first represented a mortared stone humpback bridge that was identified beneath the current roadway. The bridge
culverts a stream beneath the road and both the stream and bridge are
identified on the first edition O.S map suggesting that they pre-date the mid1800s. The pipeline trench was widened at the location and the pipe was
laid to the north of the bridge structure. There was no direct negative
impact on the bridge.

2016:348

Tracy
Collins

16E0156

The second feature was a stone wall foundation identified to the west of the
bridge but not directly associated with it. The wall was identified in the
northern section of the pipe trench only and was interpreted as a former
boundary wall for an earlier road which had subsequently been widened to
the north. It is likely that further elements of the wall foundations continue
for a substantial distance beneath the present roadway to the east and west
but are located to the north of the pipe trench and were not evident during
the current works. The identified sections of wall were not impacted upon
by the current development.
Solsborough Townland. An archaeological impact assessment with testing
was undertaken in advance of the upgrade and construction of farm tracks
within lands adjoining Solsborough House, Nenagh, a protected structure.
Nothing of an archaeological nature was discovered during the walkover
inspection or in the three trenches excavated.
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4.3 Protected structures
There are no architectural features or Protected Structures within the subject site. Two features
within one protected structure are of interest and are located within 500m of the subject site: PS
S364; NIAH reg. 22402023 railing and walls relating to NIAH reg. No. 22402017 Solsborough House
(in Solsborough townland). The railings are 183.5m from the boundary of the subject site. NIAH reg.
No. 22305115 (not listed as a protected structures) Annebrook House outbuilding (in townland of
Nenagh North), is just outside the 500m radius and shown in figure 9 to the east of the subject site.

(https://www.tipperarycoco.ie/sites/default/files/Publications/NTCC%20Register%20of%20Protecte
d%20Structures_0.pdf)

Figure 9. Locations of protected structures and NIAH features in blue in vicinity of subject site (after www.archaeology.ie
with additions). Red circle around subject site, 500m in radius. North to top.
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4.4 Archaeological artefacts
There are no stray finds recorded in the Topographical Files in the Antiquities Division of the
National Museum of Ireland for the townland in which the subject site is situated.

4.5 Cartographic images of the subject site (figs 10-14)
The earliest depiction available of the location of the study area dates to the seventeenth century, as
it is shown on the Down Survey maps. The Down Survey was a national land survey, and as
previously mentioned was managed by Sir William Petty then surgeon-general of the English army.
Its purpose was to measure the land that was to be forfeited by Irish Catholics, so that it could be
redistributed by the Crown as payment to adventurers and soldiers of the Protestant faith for
services rendered. The survey was undertaken in 1656-1658. The Down Survey generated an all
island map, and more detailed maps on a county, barony, and parish basis. The environs of Nenagh
is show on these maps but there is not detail for the subject site.

Figure 10. Down Survey map extract of the baronies of County Tipperary.
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Figure 11. Down Survey barony map extract showing the parish of Nenagh.

Figure 12. First Edition OS (c. 1834) six-inch map (after www.archaeology.ie). North to top. Site outlined in red.
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The first and second editions of the OS maps, 6-inch and 25-inch respectively do not show anything
of interest in the subject site in the townland of Stereame.

Figure 13. 25-inch OS map (after www.archaeology.ie). North to top. Site outlined in red.
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Figure 14. Aerial image of subject site (after Digital Globe, ASI).

Figure 15. Aerial image of subject site (after Google Earth).
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5. Impact of Proposed Development
It is proposed to construct a digital hub on the subject site. The subject site lies does not
contain any Protected Structure or recorded archaeological monument. It lies outside the
zone of archaeological potential for the historic town of Nenagh. No previously unrecorded
archaeological features were discovered during the inspection. Licenced investigations listed
above did not find anything of archaeological interest in the immediate vicinity of the
subject site. It is predicted that the proposed works may possibly have a negative impact on
potential unrecorded subsurface archaeological remains, although this risk is considered
relatively low.

Suitable mitigation to alleviate the predicted impact on the potential archaeology of the
subject site has been provided in section 6.
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6. Conclusions & Suggested Mitigation
No previously unrecorded archaeological features were noted on the subject site, and there are no
recorded archaeological monuments within its boundaries. There were archaeological remains
found during the construction of the N52 Nenagh Bypass, although this is at some distance to the
west of the subject site. There is no recorded archaeological monument within 500m radius of the
subject site. The nearest protected structure is over 150m from the edge of the subject site. Due to
its scale it is predicted to have a low potential to yield archaeological features and/or artefacts
subsurface.

Therefore, the following mitigation is suggested;

Archaeological monitoring of groundworks may be undertaken (as
per best practice guidance Dúchas 1999).
Should archaeology be discovered during monitoring The Framework and Principles for the
Protection of the Archaeological Heritage document (Dúchas 1999, 24-25) states that, ‘When
considering requests for authorisation or approval to undertake development which would involve
the removal of archaeological sites and monuments (or portions of such) or before proposing to
carry out such development, relevant bodies and authorities should satisfy themselves that the
development (i) cannot be relocated; (ii) cannot be re-designed to avoid removal of the site or
monument (or portions of such); (iii) is really necessary’, and it is on this basis that further mitigation
may be required.

It is very important to note that it is the National Monuments Service (details below section 7) in
consultation with the local authority, who will formulate and ratify any archaeological mitigation,
should it be required, and this document can only make suggestions and report on the desk-top
assessment and site inspection carried out. Archaeological mitigation may be recommended by the
NMS and/or the local authority, which has not been suggested above.
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While this impact assessment has reduced the likelihood of encountering unrecorded archaeological
remains it cannot totally eliminate the risk and mitigation has been suggested to further reduce this
risk. Therefore, the attention of the client, client agents and the developer is drawn to the relevant
portions of the National Monuments Acts (1930–2014) which describes the responsibility of the site
owners and procedures to report the finding of archaeological items, if any should be discovered
during construction works, to the National Museum of Ireland and the National Monuments Service
of the Department of Culture, Heritage, and the Gaeltacht. This legislation also outlines the
developer’s obligation to facilitate and fund all archaeological works that may be considered
necessary by the National Monuments Service and/or the National Museum of Ireland in respect of
development proposals.
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7. Non-Technical Summary
7.1 Scope of study
This is a desktop study to assess the potential impact of a proposed development on the potential
archaeological and historic architectural significance of the subject site at Stereame, Nenagh, County
Tipperary.

7.2 Method of study
The site was visited by a qualified archaeologist and recorded in the proper fashion on 13 June 2020.
A desktop study was undertaken which consulted all immediately available material relating to the
site as listed in the project references.

7.3 Existing environment
The subject site is currently a plot within the Stereame business/industrial park.

7.4 Impacts of proposed development
Proposed development on the subject site has a low potential to have a negative impact on the
potential subsurface archaeology of the site.

7.5 Conclusions and suggested mitigation
Mitigation measures have been suggested (section 6). It is the remit of the National Monuments
Service, however, to legally recommend any one or a combination of these mitigation measures and
perhaps to make recommendations that have not been suggested above. These recommendations
may be sent directly to the applicant or more usually through the local authority in question.
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7.6 Further Information & Inquiries
Any enquiries in relation to archaeological mitigation on the proposed development, should it be
required, may be directed to:

Archaeological Planning and Licencing Unit,
National Monuments Service,
Custom House,
Dept of Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht,
Dublin 1.
Phone: 01-8883177

Or through the local authority’s archaeologist, where one is employed.
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Annex
1. Legislation and regulation protecting
the archaeological heritage resource
PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE
The cultural heritage in Ireland is safeguarded
through national and international policy designed
to secure the protection of the cultural heritage
resource to the fullest possible extent
(Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the
Islands 1999, 35). This is undertaken in accordance
with the provisions of the European Convention on
the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage
(Valletta Convention), ratified by Ireland in 1997.
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE
The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2014 (as
amended) and relevant provisions of the National
Cultural Institutions Act 1997 are the primary
means of ensuring the satisfactory protection of
archaeological remains, which includes all manmade structures of whatever form or date except
buildings habitually used for ecclesiastical
purposes. A National Monument is described as ‘a
monument or the remains of a monument the
preservation of which is a matter of national
importance by reason of the historical,
architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological
interest attaching thereto’ (National Monuments
Act 1930 Section 2). A number of mechanisms
under the National Monuments Act are applied to
secure the protection of archaeological
monuments. These include the Register of Historic
Monuments, the Record of Monuments and
Places, and the placing of Preservation Orders and
Temporary Preservation Orders on endangered
sites.
OWNERSHIP AND GUARDIANSHIP OF NATIONAL
MONUMENTS
The Minister may acquire national monuments by
agreement or by compulsory order. The state or
local authority may assume guardianship of any
national monument (other than dwellings). The
owners of national monuments (other than
dwellings) may also appoint the Minister or the
local authority as guardian of that monument if
the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is
in ownership or guardianship of the state, it may
not be interfered with without the written consent
of the Minister.
REGISTER OF HISTORIC MONUMENTS
Section 5 of the 1987 Act requires the Minister to
establish and maintain a Register of Historic

Monuments. Historic monuments and
archaeological areas present on the register are
afforded statutory protection under the 1987 Act.
Any interference with sites recorded on the
register is illegal without the permission of the
Minister. Two months notice in writing is required
prior to any work being undertaken on or in the
vicinity of a registered monument. The register
also includes sites under Preservation Orders and
Temporary Preservation Orders. All registered
monuments are included in the Record of
Monuments and Places.
PRESERVATION ORDERS AND TEMPORARY
PRESERVATION ORDERS
Sites deemed to be in danger of injury or
destruction can be allocated Preservation Orders
under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any
interference with the site illegal. Temporary
Preservation Orders can be attached under the
1954 Act. These perform the same function as a
Preservation Order but have a time limit of six
months, after which the situation must be
reviewed. Work may only be undertaken on or in
the vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with
the written consent, and at the discretion, of the
Minister.
RECORD OF MONUMENTS AND PLACES
Section 12(1) of the 1994 Act requires the Minister
for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands (now
the Minister for the Department of Arts, Heritage,
Regional, Rural and Gaeltacht Affairs) to establish
and maintain a record of monuments and places
where the Minister believes that such monuments
exist. The record comprises a list of monuments
and relevant places and a map/s showing each
monument and relevant place in respect of each
county in the state. All sites recorded on the
Record of Monuments and Places receive
statutory protection under the National
Monuments Act 1994. All recorded monuments on
the proposed development site are represented
on the accompanying maps. Section 12(3) of the
1994 Act provides that ‘where the owner or
occupier (other than the Minister for Arts,
Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) of a
monument or place included in the Record, or any
other person, proposes to carry out, or to cause or
permit the carrying out of, any work at or in
relation to such a monument or place, he or she
shall give notice in writing to the Minister of Arts,
Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands to carry out
work and shall not, except in the case of urgent
necessity and with the consent of the Minister,
commence the work until two months after the
giving of notice’. Under the National Monuments
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(Amendment) Act 2004, anyone who demolishes
or in any way interferes with a recorded site is
liable to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or
imprisonment for up to 6 months. On summary
conviction and on conviction of indictment, a fine
not exceeding €10,000 or imprisonment for up to
5 years is the penalty. In addition, they are liable
for costs for the repair of the damage caused. In
addition to this, under the European Communities
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
1989, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are
required for various classes and sizes of
development project to assess the impact the
proposed development will have on the existing
environment, which includes the cultural,
archaeological and built heritage resources. These
document’s recommendations are typically
incorporated into the conditions under which the
proposed development must proceed, and thus
offer an additional layer of protection for
monuments which have not been listed on the
RMP.
THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000
Under planning legislation, each local authority is
obliged to draw up a Development Plan setting out
their aims and policies with regard to the growth
of the area over a five-year period. They cover a
range of issues including archaeology and built
heritage, setting out their policies and objectives
with regard to the protection and enhancement of
both. These policies can vary from county to
county. The Planning and Development Act 2000
recognises that proper planning and sustainable
development includes the protection of the
archaeological heritage. Conditions relating to
archaeology may be attached to individual
planning permissions. Specific objectives are also
outlined within the County Development Plans of
counties and more specific local area plans which
are published from time to time.
***
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