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1. Introduction

This report describes an Archaeological Impact Assessment (AIA) of a proposed public park
at Burke St., Fethard, Co. Tipperary. Tipperary County Council, who own the site, are
seeking planning permission to turn the site into a "pocket" park and pedestrian walkway. As
part of the public planning process, Tipperary County Council will seek permission through
Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 for the park and walkway. The
AIA of the proposed public park was commissioned by Tipperary County Council as part of
preparatory work and reports for the Part 8 Planning Process.

2. Siting

The proposed public park will be located within the centre of Fethard town, on the north side
of Burke St. (Fig.1), which is one of the main approach streets from the eastern hinterland
into Fethard town. Comprising a mixture of both commercial and residential properties, this
street does not connect directly onto Main St., but meets with the north end of Water St.
Regarding the proposed development site (PDS), it is currently vacant, fronted by the facade
of two terraced houses demolished by South Tipperary County Council in 2002.
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Figure 1. OS Map. Site Location Highlighted in Red.

3. Historical Background of Fethard

The place name of Fethard derives from Fiodh Ard meaning “the high wood”. There is,
however, no indication of earlier settlement prior to the arrival of the Anglo-Normans in the
12th century. Following the Anglo-Norman invasion of the late twelfth century, the lands
later to become County Tipperary were divided between three powerful barons. Extensive
lands, including the area around Fethard, were granted to Philip of Worcester in 1185, but
before 1208 it had become part of the estate of William de Braose, who refers in a document
of that date to ‘my borough of Fethard’ 1. According to Laffan the Archdiocese of Cashel
acquired the land in 1215 on the death of de Braose and seems to have held it until the
1

J. Bradley. The Medieval Towns of Tipperary. Tipperary: History & Society. W. Nolan & T. McGrath (eds.).
1985.
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reformation 2. By 1242 Fethard seems to have been functioning as a market and mercantile
centre, (Cal. Doc. Ire. 1171-1251, No.2583) and must, therefore, have had an established
agricultural hinterland to service.

In 1306 Walter de Mulcate granted land to Maurice, Archbishop of Cashel, for the foundation
of the Augustinian Friary outside the town. In 1292 King Edward 1 allowed monies to be
raised over a seven-year period to be used by the burgesses of Fethard for an enclosing wall
to be built. Fethard appears to be less prosperous in the 14th and 15th centuries. The
townspeople were exempted from paying taxes for a ten year period from 1375-6, the money
raised to be used for the building of the town’s stone walls 3. In 1409, Henry IV made a
further grant for the walling of the town with even another in 1468. However, the presence
of a wall did not prevent the town being attacked and burnt in 1468 by Garret of Desmond.
After the attack the townspeople were exempted for twelve years from paying subsidies and
customs, though not royal taxes. This money was used for the repair and maintenance of the
walls. In the mid sixteenth century (1553) Fethard town acquired a charter obtaining the
borough as a corporate body 4.

The town of Fethard remained loyal during the Nine Years War (1594-1603). In 1608 King
James granted a governing charter to Fethard, whereby the said town was made and created a
Corporation and Body politic, consisting a Sovereign, twelve burgesses and one Portrieve 5.
This charter renewed and enlarged the corporation and liberties and privileges were granted
to encourage settlement and commerce. The town was described in the early seventeenth
century as “a place of strength surrounded with a fair strong wall”. During the English Civil
War the town surrendered to Lord Inchiquin in 1647, having heard of the bloodbath in the
nearby town of Cashel. In 1650 Cromwell marched on Fethard on route to Kilkenny. He
described the town in a letter to the Speaker of the House of Commons as “having a very

2

J. Bradley. The Medieval Towns of Tipperary. Tipperary: History & Society. W. Nolan & T. McGrath (eds.).
1985.
3
J. Farrelly & E. Fitzpatrick. Urban Archaeological Survey: South Tipperary. 1992.
4
Ibid.
5
Ibid.
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good wall with round and square bulwarks, after the old manner of fortification”. The
governor of the town surrendered to Cromwell in order to avoid a massacre 6.
Although Fethard survived the ravages of the 17th century, there were significant changes in
the visual appearance of the town, which, was mainly due to the patronage of Everards 7, who
owned three castles, 84 messauges or tenements and 100 gardens in 1635. The Hearth
Money Records of 1665 indicate in excess of 100 houses in the town were taxed for hearths
with the Everards being taxed on six hearths. Their influence had diminished by the middle
of the eighteenth century.
Corporation Books for the period 1707-1840 indicate that, at least in the early 18th century,
the town walls were still used for protection. However, in general the state of the town was
falling into disrepair, particularly the streets. In 1798 Seward described Fethard as decayed,
but notes the walls and some of the gates still survive; although, the agricultural based
economic boom of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries is manifest in the town
by the presence of a large number of mills and thriving cattle fairs. The onset of the Great
Famine took its toll on Fethard with a declining population, resulting in vacating of properties
in the town and hinterland.

6
7

J. Farrelly & E. Fitzpatrick. Urban Archaeological Survey: South Tipperary. 1992.
T. O’Keeffe. Historic Town Atlas No. 13. 2003.
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4.1 Archaeological Background of Fethard

The centre of Fethard town, which is in the townland of Fethard and the parish of Fethard, is
within the zone of archaeological potential for Fethard town (Fig.2). Fethard is classified as
a Town (TS070-040) in the South Tipperary Record of Monuments and Places (RMP).

Fethard is one of the best preserved medieval towns in Ireland, with the town wall circuit
almost complete, apart for a short section at the western and south-eastern ends. It comprises
a flat-shaped oval area, covering an area of 5.5 hectares and, by the later medieval period,
enclosed by 1.1km of walls 8.

The original town was small, 300m (E/W) x 130m (N/S). It

was one of the smaller towns in the county, its walls eventually encircling an area of 13.5
acres and laid out in a linear pattern; the main thoroughfare coinciding with today’s Main St.
The east end of this street would have been the site of the market place in which a market
cross existed in 15419. The shape of the town was altered in the seventeenth century when it
assumed its elliptical plan. Suburbs or extra-mural medieval settlement is most likely to have
been along Burke St. Long and narrow plots as those inside the medieval town are denoted on
the nineteenth town maps. The medieval Augustinian Friary, located circa 120m to the east
of East Gate, would have encouraged peripheral settlement.

Extensive sections of the medieval walls have been extensively restored, particularly along
the southern circuit. Although well preserved, the town wall is relatively featureless. It was
constructed of large blocks of randomly coursed limestone with small rubble fill and pinning
stones. On the north side the wall survives to a maximum height of 6m and is 1.36m thick10.
In other locations, it survives to a height from 1.5m to 2.4m.

8

A. Thomas. The walled Towns of Ireland. Vol. 2. 1992.
J. Bradley. Medieval Towns of Tipperary. Tipperary: History and Society. W. Nolan & T.G. McGrath (eds).
1985.
10
J. Farrelly & E. Fitzpatrick. Urban Archaeological Survey of South Tipperary. 1993.
9

_________________________________________________________________________________

An Archaeological Impact Assessment of a Proposed Public Park at Burke St., Fethard, Co.
Tipperary.
7

Mary Henry Archaeological Services Ltd.
From Swiney's Estate Map of 1763 five gates were identified, for two of which have distinct
identified names: Wick or Wickett Gate, known in the 1840's as Pierces Gate and located
along Barrack St.; and Water Gate at Watergate Bridge. The others are West Gate, North
Gate and East Gate. East Gate is situated approximately midway along Burke St., where the
street slightly veers away from its east/west alignment. North Gate, at Sparagoulea, is the
only surviving town gate whilst the one at Barrack St. and West Gate was demolished at the
end of the nineteenth century11. Lewis noted in 1837 that three of the entrances were through
archways of castles 12, implying that towers protected the gateways. Swiney's 1763 map
shows five towers, two of which survive: the rectangular tower at the southwest corner of
Holy Trinity Churchyard; and the semi-circular turret on the northeast return of the town
wall. Other towers were at the northwest and southwest corners of the town wall circuit and
halfway between Wickett Gate and East Gate.

Other extant archaeological structures/features in Fethard include fragmentary remains of the
medieval parish church; the Augustinian Friary, established in 1306, is to the east of the
walled town; the North Gate; and two fortified town houses . To the southeast of the town is
a hospital (possible) - TI070-044. Regarding this hospital site, there are references in the
Patent Rolls, 9 James 1, 13th, to a copy charter of the hospital of the Holy Trinity at Fethard.
There is a tablet inserted in the front of the present market house suggesting that this is the
site of the hospital. There is also a tradition of an earlier lazar-house in the parish and the
townland name Spitalfield continues the tradition and provides the best clues as to where it
was sited.

11
12

J. Farrelly & E. Fitzpatrick. Urban Archaeological Survey of South Tipperary. 1993.
S. Lewis. Topographical Dictionary of Ireland . 1837.
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Figure 2. Zone of Archaeological Potential. Site Location Highlighted in Red.
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4.2 Archaeological Background of Burke Street and the Site

The PDS fronts the northern side of Burke St. This street is of significant antiquity, being one
of the main medieval thoroughfares leading from the town centre, extending past the
fourteenth century Augustinian Friary and leading to Mullinahone and Kilkenny. It is
presently named after General Thomas F Burke, although it was known as Moor St. in the
nineteenth century. It is denoted on the 1841 First Edition Ordnance Survey (OS) map as
Moor St., but by 1903-04 it is marked as Thomas F Burke St. All of the street is within the
zone of archaeological potential for Fethard town (TS070-040), with approximately the
western half within the medieval walled town. Where the street slightly curves, almost
midway along its length, is the location of one of the town gates (East Gate). At this location
the ground begins to rise steadily in a northern direction away from the river.

Regarding the actual site, it was occupied by two small terraced dwelling houses (Nos. 5 & 6
Burke St.) until 2002. An inspection of these houses in 2000 revealed both were identical in
architectural layout, being limestone built covered by plaster, with red brick detail around
some of the windows 13. On the external front wall, which still survives, each dwelling house
retained a door and single window at ground level with a single window to the centre on the
first floor (Pl.1). The backs of the houses had a similar layout, although some of the plaster
had fallen off revealing mortar-bonded roughly coursed limestone. Both dwellings had slate
roofs. The lower section of No.5 was built into the core of the medieval town wall, which
defines the site's western boundary, whilst it appeared that the gable wall at first floor level
abutted the outer face of the medieval wall (Pl.2). During the construction of No. 5 Burke St.
it is possible that the outer face of the town wall was removed to provide a straight face to
build onto14. As the town wall extended towards Burke St. there may have been a
batter/buttress or defensive feature associated with The East Gate that was situated at this
location on Burke St.

13

A.M. Lennon. Architectural and Archaeological Survey of Two Houses Adjacent to Town Wall at Burke St.,
Fethard, Co. Tipperary. Unpub. 2000.
14
Ibid.
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The partial demolition of both houses was undertaken in 2002 and archaeologically
supervised 15. These demolition works entailed the removal of the roof, rear wall, the upper
east gable and chimney as well as internal walls and floors. The front wall was reduced to the
wall plate level (Pl.1). Monitoring of the demolition works afforded the opportunity to
examine the town wall which was incorporated into the west gable of No. 5 Burke St. where
the fabric of the town wall had been disturbed to accommodate the chimney flue in the west
gable. This chimney flue measured circa 2.7m at its base, narrowing to circa 1m at the apex
of the roof. The chimney itself, which sits on the town wall, was left in situ (Pls.2-4). To the
south of the ground floor fireplace, there is an alcove/recess. Town wall fabric remained
intact above the alcove (Pl.5). It was not evident if this alcove/recess was an integral feature
of the house or related to the actual town wall. At the time of the demolition works, the gable
wall was considered unstable at the location of the recess and as an ameliorative measure, a
block wall was built within the recess to support the overhanging stonework, with plastic
sheeting behind and above the blocks to protect the medieval fabric (Pl.5).

The town wall was also pierced/broken to accommodate the first floor level wooden floor
joists; and a fireplace was positioned in the northern end of the gable wall at the first floor
level. Regarding the rear wall, the upper level of the back wall was not tied into the town
wall, but the lower courses (bottom2/3m) were keyed into the medieval wall fabric.

The location of the town wall on Burke St. is visible at ground level, where properties Nos. 4
and 5, either side of the town wall, join at an angle (Pl.6). On the street front, the town wall
can be seen jutting out where No. 5 Burke St. is built against it. It is very likely that the
gateway (East Gate) into the town was positioned at this location, where Burke St. slightly
veers off to the northeast, away from its east/west alignment. Furthermore, it is possible that
a town fosse, an outer defensive line, may have flanked the town wall on its outer face, and if
such was the case, it would have extended beneath No. 5 and possibly under No. 6 Burke St.

15

A.M. Lennon. Report on Partial demolition of Nos. 5 and 6 Burke St., Fethard, Co. Tipperary. 2002. Unpub.
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Regarding the medieval town wall which defines the site's western boundary, this section is
relatively intact. Part of a significant extant section of town wall along the eastern circuit of
the medieval walled town, it extends, on an approximate north/south axis, for a length of
69m on the west side of the PDS. Built of limestone, it survives to heights between 2.5m and
4m. Although conservation works, in accordance with Ministerial Consent, were undertaken
in 2009, it is presently covered in places with vegetation and ivy. O'Keefe has suggested
evidence of a wall walk survived along the eastern section, between Burke St. and Barrack
St. 16 Due to vegetation re-growth since 2009, it is not possible to view this feature.

Pl. 1 Looking North at Front facade of Nos. 4 & 5 Burke St.

16

Dr. T. O'Keeffe. Architectural and Historical Survey of Fethard. 1994.
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Pl. 2 View of Gable Wall of No. 5 Burke St. and Town Wall.

Pl. 3 View of Upper Half of West Gable Wall
and Town Wall (on Left of Picture).
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Pl. 4 View of Chimney Flue and Chimney on West Gable Wall.

Pl. 5 Blocked-up Recess in West Gable Wall.
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Pl. 6 View of Nos. 4 & 5 Burke St. Either Side of the Town Wall.

An examination of a series of maps reveals further information about the site. Sources
consulted included Redmond Grace's map of 1708, William Steile's map of 1752, Miles
Swiney's map of 1763, Royal Irish Academy (RIA) map denoting Fethard in 1840, 1st
Edition OS map (1841), Part of Fethard Map, 1845 (Grove House, Fethard); and 1903-04 OS
map (25 inch series).

Grace's 1708 map indicates there were no buildings/structures built up against the external
face of the town wall on the PDS. Steile's 1752 map shows the plot, which appeared to be
vacant, adjacent to the town wall. Swiney's map of 1763 denotes a similar situation (Fig.3).
Both the RIA map of Fethard in 1840 (Fig.4) and the 1st Edition OS map of 1841 denotes
buildings on the front of the site and a building set back on the plot a short distance (circa
4m) behind No. 6 Burke St. On both maps the remains of gardens/small agricultural plots are
marked on the north side of Burke St. The town wall is clearly denoted on the Part of Fethard
Map, 1845 (Grove House, Fethard [Fig.5]) and buildings fronting the street, forming part of a
terrace along the north side of Burke St. The building set back behind No. 6 on the RIA 1840
_________________________________________________________________________________
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map becomes part of a series of buildings extending parallel to Burke St., accessed via a
laneway off Burke St. further to the east. An examination of the 1903-04 OS map (25 inch
series) showed little variation from the 1845 map.

Figure 3. Part of Fethard, 1763, by Miles Swiney.
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Figure 4. Royal Irish Academy. Fethard 1840. Site Location Highlighted in Red.
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Figure 5. Part of Fethard, 1845 (Grove House, Fethard).
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Other properties within the vicinity of the PDS retain historic fabric/features. The first
(TS070-040009) is located circa 6m to the west of the PDS, on the north side of the street (at
Emily’s Delicatessen). Prior to being occupied by Emily’s Delicatessen shop, it was Coen’s
Meat Market. Craig and Garner noted in their architectural survey of historic buildings (1975)
a possible early building with a large chimney stack on its west gable occupied the site. The
owner of the property, at the time of the compilation of the Urban Archaeological Survey in
1992-93, remarked to the surveyors that he took out a large fireplace and chimney, measuring
6 ft. x 4 ft. built of large limestone blocks. Five cartloads of stone were removed during the
demolition of the chimney and fireplace 17. The chimney projection in the west gable, below
the roof line, still remains, whilst the building itself may have been heightened 18.

Located opposite Emily’s Delicatessen shop, on the south side of Burke St., is the location of
a late medieval building (possible [TS070-040016]). This building is described by Craig and
Garner in 1975 as a “four-bay two-storey house with a steep-pitched roof and heavy stacks,
but modernised façade”. It is roughly T-shaped in plan and has brick cornice work at the rear
which suggests a late seventeenth-century date 19. O'Keeffe also suggests a similar date 20. It
is probable the west wall of the house (TS070-040027), located directly opposite No. 5 Burke
St., incorporates a portion of the East Gate and the town wall, which crossed the street at this
location 21.

A number of archaeological investigations have taken place on or within the vicinity of Burke
St. in recent years.

In 2015 works were undertaken as part of the South Tipperary Water

Conservation Project within Fethard town, including Burke St. and its environs; however, no
information is available in the Excavations Bulletin regarding the findings from these works.

17

J. Farrelly & E. Fitzpatrick. Urban Archaeological Survey of South Tipperary. 1993.
Ibid.
19
Ibid.
20
Dr. T. O'Keeffe. An Archaeological and Historical Survey of Fethard. 1995.
21
J. Farrelly & E. Fitzpatrick. Urban Archaeological Survey of South Tipperary. 1993.
18
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Archaeological monitoring was undertaken in 2012 (Ministerial Consent No. 433), as part of
a project by South Tipperary County Council to mark the line of the town wall where it
crossed the public streets within Fethard with coloured paving. The town wall was revealed
crossing Burke St., at the expected location. The top of the town wall was found in the
opening, 60mm below the road surface at its south end, whilst it occurred 200mm below the
road at the north end of the opening. At three locations the town wall had been breached by
previous works: at the first location, 700mm from the northern end of the opening, extending
across its width, a stone lined culvert was exposed which had damaged the town wall; whilst
towards the northern end of the opening, adjacent to the town wall, was a cut for an old
service line. This cut was circa 600mm wide, it had also breached the town wall. At the south
end, adjacent to the kerb line, was another cut, 600mm wide. It also appeared to have
accommodated a service line and its associated cut had also breached the town wall 22.

In 2008 a single-storey extension was constructed to the rear of No. 3 Burke St. All ground
disturbance was archaeologically monitored. Part of the town wall formed the rear boundary
of the site. Post-medieval garden features and the remains of post-medieval outbuildings were
identified and recorded. No medieval features or remains were recorded 23.

Situated immediately to the east of the PDS, archaeological testing was undertaken in 2007
prior to a proposed development in an area to the rear of the street frontage on the north side
of Burke St. It was proposed to construct four new houses, one at the street front and three
on the raised back garden. Located outside the medieval walled town, the nearest point to the
town wall was circa 30m to the west, diverging to circa 80m at the furthest point. Four
trenches were opened. The terrain of the site fell into two areas: the lower level comprised
modern surfaces which overlaid clay subsoil; whilst the other part of the site consisted

22

M. Henry. Report on Monitoring of Ground Works for Marking of the Town Wall on Public Carriageways,
Fethard, Co. Tipperary. Ministerial Consent Ref. No. 433. 2012. Unpub.
23
I. Bennet (ed.). Excavations Bulletin, 2009. Entry No. 2008:1124.
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800mm thick garden soil over natural deposits. No finds or features of archaeological
significance were uncovered in the course of testing 24.

In 2004 archaeological testing was undertaken at Belbow Lane. This lane extends in a
north/south direction off the south side of Burke St., immediately to the east of the
development site. Testing was undertaken in advance of the development of a single house
site. The site had been used as a garden and the testing showed that the garden soil was up to
1m thick. Testing did not uncover any archaeological finds or features 25.

Pre-development testing was undertaken on the site of a small housing site fronting Burke St.
in 2002. Nothing of archaeological interest was uncovered in any of the test trenches
opened 26.

In 1995 the sites of two potential housing developments, one beside Barrack St., and the other
between Burke St. and Barack St., were archaeologically tested. Both sites were located
outside the medieval town wall. The three trenches in the Barrack St. site revealed cultivated
ground developed for housing in the post-medieval period. A medieval ditch below the
houses probably formed the double task of a land drain and barrier around the open fields on
the east side of the town. A parallel pair of such ditches may have defined the medieval road
that preceded Barrack St. Two trenches were opened on the site uphill from Burke St. One
trench, sited at right angles to the town wall, revealed cultivation furrows and field boundary
ditches extending parallel to the town wall. The other trench, closer to Burke St., revealed
mortared stone walling and mud floors as well as suggestions of wicker buildings associated
with medieval pottery, which apparently pre-dated the town wall 27.

24

I. Bennet (ed.). Excavations Bulletin, 2007. Entry No. 2007:1664.
I. Bennet (ed.). Excavations Bulletin, 2004. Entry No. 2004:1600.
26
I. Bennet (ed.). Excavations Bulletin, 2002. Entry No. 2002:1725.
27
J. Moran & D. Pollock. Barrack St. and Burke St., Fethard, Co. Tipperary. Excavations Bulletin (Bennett ed.).
Entry No. 1995:258. 1995.
25
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5. Site Inspection

The site fronts the north side of Burke St. and extends back for a length of 69m towards
Barrack St. It is elongated in shape, quite narrow at the front - only 8m wide - widening to a
maximum width of 35m north of its mid section, narrowing again to a width of 10m at its
north end. To the rear of the demolished houses the site slopes upwards towards Barracks St.
to the north, reflecting the town rising from the river Clashawley.

Overall the site is rough and uneven with building debris strewn across sections of it (Pl.7).
The front part of the site was formerly occupied by two small terraced houses dating to the
nineteenth century. Both houses were demolished in 2002, but the front facade was retained
whilst the demolition material from the two buildings were dumped on site, particularly
towards its front, thus accounting for the very rough state of the site within the imprint of the
demolished houses (Pls.9-10). At the east end are remains of the rear wall, as well as the stub
of the party wall between the two houses. Both surviving gable walls coincide with the site's
west (Pl.2) and east (Pl.10) boundaries. At the time of the 2000 site inspection works, the
ground floor of both houses was at least 1m below the open ground to the rear of the
buildings 28.

28

A.M. Lennon. Architectural and Archaeological Survey of Two Houses Adjacent to Town Wall at Burke St.,
Fethard, Co. Tipperary. Unpub. 2000.
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Pl. 7 Looking South from Rear of Site.

Pl. 8 Looking South at Nos. 5 and 6 Burke St.
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Pl. 9 View from Line of Rear Wall of Nos. 5 & 6 Burke St.

Pl. 10 View of Part of Front and East Gable Wall of No. 6 Burke St.
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Regarding the site's boundaries, the western boundary is defined by the extant medieval town
wall, which is in a relatively good state of preservation (Pls.11-12) at this location.
Conservation works were undertaken in 2009 on the wall including securing its upper courses
and removing vegetation including ivy. However some of this vegetation and ivy is
regenerating again. Much of the eastern site boundary is defined by a hedge/dense tree line
sitting on an earthen bank (Pl.13); whilst towards its northern end it is dominated by a high
block wall (Pl.14); with its final end defined by a wooden panelled fencing (Pl.15). The
north end of the site is bounded by a limestone wall in a reasonably good state of preservation
(Pl.16). The street facing (south) boundary is completely dominated by the front facade of
the two small terraced houses demolished 15 years previous. The stub of a section of the
party wall between the two houses and the east end of the back wall of No. 6 Burke St. are
still extant (Pl.17). In a addition a relatively modern buttress abuts the town wall on the west
side of the site (Pl.18). This buttress is approximately on the same alignment as the rear wall
of Nos. 5 and 6 Burke St.

Pl. 11 View of Southern Section of Town Wall.
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Pl. 12 View of Northern Section of Town Wall.

Pl. 13 View of East Boundary.

_________________________________________________________________________________

An Archaeological Impact Assessment of a Proposed Public Park at Burke St., Fethard, Co.
Tipperary.
26

Mary Henry Archaeological Services Ltd.

Pl. 14 View of Concrete Block Section of East Boundary.

Pl. 15 View of Northern End of East Boundary.
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Pl. 16 Looking North at Rear Masonry Wall.

Pl. 17 Looking South at Remains of Back Wall of No. 6 Burke St.
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Pl. 18 View of Buttress Abutting Town Wall.

6. Project Proposal

Tipperary County Council propose to provide a landscaped park with public access
(pedestrian only) on a site fronting Burke St. This new park will extend along the external
face of the medieval town wall. Access will be available from Burke St and Barrack St.,
through a gated entrance at either end. The park will be laid out as a landscaped amenity area
with a combination of paving, gravelling and raised beds. Its existing slope will be generally
retained, as is with soft terraces used to the east of the site and a sloping footpath along the
medieval town wall, which will be suitable for disabled access. It is proposed that there will
be minimal excavation and level changes, whilst there will be no deep rooted planting, with
all planting low maintenance and low-growing. The front facade will be removed and the
east gable assessed for structural integrity and made good where required. This east gable
wall forms the site's east boundary at this location. The medieval town wall forms the west
boundary of the site and will be structurally assessed. Any required future works will be
undertaken with permission from the National Monuments Service (NMS), under Ministerial
Consent, and in accordance with best conservation practices.
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7. Scope of Works

Although construction drawings are not finalized, and will only be completed should the Part
8 Planning Process be successful and when the project proceeds to tendering stage, it is
envisaged, nonetheless, that the excavations will extend to circa 400mm below the final
finished levels. However, this is dependent on finding sound free draining material. Within
the footprint of Nos. 5 and Burke St., the area is dominated by rubble/demolition infill from
the two demolished houses. This material and rubble will be removed to the level of the
Burke St. footpath. Moving northwards into the site, although depths and levels have not
been finalized, it is anticipated excavation depths will be less. Depths for drainage may
extend to 800mm below finished levels. It is proposed that a lateral drain will extend
east/west above each retaining wall, which will be connected into one main north/south
aligned drain. It is envisaged the French Drainage system will be used, i.e. a wrapped flex
drain set within loose pea gravel and buried into the ground 29. A strip foundation will be
required for the proposed wall which will replace the hedge line long part of the east
boundary. Excavations for such a strip foundation could extend to a depth of 800mm.

Overall the scope of works can be broadly set out as follows:
•

The front facade and any remaining internal wall stubs associated with the two
nineteenth century dwelling houses will be removed.

•

All residual demolition material to be removed from the ground floor of the two
demolished dwelling houses.

•

The remaining side (gable) walls of the two demolished buildings to be structurally
assessed and made good where required. The west wall coincides with the town wall.
Any required conservation works on the town wall will be undertaken pursuant to
Ministerial Consent and in accordance with conditions as set out by the National

29

Cathal Meara Landscape Architects. Corr. 2017
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Monuments Service, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht for such
conservation works.
•

Bespoke bollards will be inserted along the inner edge of the footpath, at street level.

•

High quality Kilkenny limestone paving will be used on the front plaza with flush
limestone edge at level with existing footpath. This plaza area will occupy the imprint
of the demolished houses.

•

2.5m high bespoke entrance gates to be erected. These gates, when closed, will allow
viewing into the site. The access gates off Burke St. will coincide with the line of the
back wall of the demolished buildings. This gate will be supported off the remaining
extant back wall stub from No. 6 Burke St. (Pl.17) and on the west side off a modern
buttress abutting the town wall (Pl.18). As the buttress is not as high as the proposed
railing and gate, a small railing will be fitted to the top of the buttress in order to
ensure that railing and gates are level across the site.

•

Along the east boundary, the present stone wall will be re-pointed where required and
built up to a height of 2.4m using stone rubble and lime mortar to match existing
masonry.

This wall only extends for a length of circa 20m, thereafter a dense

overgrown hedge and trees forms the east boundary of the site for a length of circa
32m. This hedge/tree line will be removed and replaced with a rendered block wall,
2.4m high and finished with a dark grey painted finish. A wire frame mesh will be
attached to the wall to facilitate the growth and support of climbing plants along its
face.
•

At the northeast end of the site, where the boundary extends for a length of 15m on an
east/west alignment, an existing 2m block on 1m high retaining wall will be rendered
with dark grey painted finish. This existing wall extends for a length of 5m whilst the
reminder of the boundary - a 10m stretch - a steel fence will be positioned on top of
an existing 1m high concrete retaining wall to an overall height of 2.5m and rendered
with dark grey painted finish.
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•

Along the northern end of the eastern boundary - a 16m stretch - a 2.5m high metal
panel fencing will be erected with a 2.5m high bespoke entrance gate located towards
its northern end. This gate will match the front gate and provide access to Barrack
St.

•

Within the site four new terraces are proposed. Concrete steps will be used to divide
these terraces and each step will contain timber block seating. This terracing will
extend across the width of the site and be positioned at varying intervals.

•

Small tree groupings will be dispersed throughout the site, as well as the block
planting of ornamental grasses or flowering perennials. A feature clipped hedge will
be set, particularly along the east side of the site.

•

Along the town wall (west boundary of the site), an access ramp in natural grey
compacted fines with in-situ concrete retaining upstand edge, will be laid to facilitate
disabled access. This ramp will extend along the outer face of the town wall,
providing sloped access through the site (1:14).
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8. Archaeological Impact Assessment

The overall aim of this project is to provide a municipal park within the town centre, where
the medieval town wall can be viewed and appreciated, whilst accessed from both Burke St.
on the south side and Barrack St. to the north. Presently the site comprises a vacant plot
within the heart of the town, providing no added value to the commercial, social, recreational
or tourism heritage of the historic town of Fethard.

The front (street side) is dominated by the facade of two demolished terraced houses. This
unsightly facade comprises a dull rendered wall with both doorways and three of the four
windows hoarded up. Vegetation is growing along the top of the wall plate (Pl.19). The top
of the west gable and chimney is also apparent from the street, both of which are in a poor
state of disrepair and unsightly, with much of the chimney covered with ivy (Pl.20).

The presence of such a structure along Burke St., an important and busy thoroughfare,
detracts greatly from the streetscape and the other buildings along both sides of the street; and
diminishes the street and adversely impacts on the neighbouring properties, giving a
neglected and "down at heal" look to this part of the town.

Equally the interior of the site has a negative impact on the heritage of Fethard. The site is
waste ground with access prohibited, resulting in no opportunity to view or appraise a
reasonably well-preserved stretch of town wall, approaching 70m in length, which is on a site
under public ownership. At present the site interior is very rough and uneven, whilst its front
is dominated by the demolition rubble, infill and walls stubs from the two demolished houses.
The site's eastern boundary is very overgrown, whilst along its northern end it is defined by
unsightly walling and panel fencing (Pls.14-15). Regarding the medieval town wall, which
defines the site's western boundary, although reasonably well preserved and intact, sections
are covered with ivy and vegetation (Pl.11). This vegetation is detracting from the wall and
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an appreciation of the medieval town wall. In addition access is prohibited into the site,
resulting in a fine section of town wall out of public view.

Pl. 19 View of North Side of Streetscape Showing
Front Facade of Nos. 5 and 6 Burke St.

Pl. 20 View of Chimney and Top of West Gable Wall.
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Regarding the actual proposed site works for the public park, ground works may impact on
sub-surface archaeological remains. The extent and depth of ground works is unknown at
this stage, but the more significant ground works will include excavations for drainage, a strip
foundation trench for the new section of the east boundary wall, reduction of site levels to
reflect the proposed terraced layout and the laying of a disabled access ramp alongside the
town wall.

The proposal to lay a ramp beside the town wall could have noteworthy

archaeological potential as this area may be on the site of an extra-mural town ditch.
However, it should be noted that an examination of maps revealed that the plot was vacant
with unsurprising no structures denoted up against the town wall, other than the nineteenth
century house at No. 5 Burke St.

Few archaeological remains have been found on

archaeologically investigated sites within the vicinity of the proposed park. On the Barrack
St. site, and a site between Burke St. and Barrack St., some medieval features and deposits
were uncovered. They consisted a medieval ditch serving as a land drain and boundary
around open fields; cultivation furrows; mortared stone walling and mud floors suggesting
buildings, as well as associated medieval pottery.

Other impacts may derive from the demolition of the remaining walls on the site Nos. 5 and 6
Burke St. It was noted from previous works undertaken on this site in 2002 that the upper
reaches of the rear wall of No. 5 was built up against the town wall, whilst the face of the
lower part of the town wall had been removed in order to key the lower courses of the house's
back wall into its core. A similar scenario may be presented regarding the front wall.
Furthermore the town wall had been greatly interfered with to accommodate the west gable of
No. 5 Burke St. The top levels of the town wall were impacted upon to facilitate the apex of
the gable and chimney, whilst the chimney flue was etched out of the fabric of the medieval
wall. A blocked-up recess, or alcove, survives to the south of ground floor fireplace, although
it is not clear if this is a later addition inserted into the town wall resulting in further damage
to its fabric. Works such as structurally securing the west gable and the chimney and the
demolition of the front wall of the two houses could have further impact on the town wall at
this location.
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It is considered the proposed erection of a railing and gated entrance at the Burke St. end of
the site will not have an adverse impact. Set back from the street, the railing and gate will be
supported by two existing stone structures; a relatively modern buttress, topped with a small
railing, at the west end and the remains of the rear wall of No. 6 Burke St. at its east end.

Overall it is considered, once appropriate mitigation measures are put in place, the proposed
public park at Burke St. will not adversely impact on the heritage of Fethard town but add
further to its historical attraction by utilizing one of it's main assets, the medieval town walls,
which are viewed to be one of the finest examples in Ireland. Tipperary County Council, the
owners of the site, are in a favourable position to avail of funding through the Irish Walled
Towns Network and use resources to make this section of walling available for public
viewing within the context of a recreational public park, easily accessed from two streets
within the centre of Fethard town.

To leave the site in its current state will result in further deterioration: the town wall will
become more overgrown and neglected, cut off from public viewing, the chimney and gable
will continue to become more structurally unstable and vulnerable to weather related damage,
whilst the front facade will become more dilapidated and unsightly. Despite the impact the
proposal may have on the sub-surface archaeological remains, it is considered this proposal
will have a positive impact on the medieval heritage of Fethard town. Appropriate mitigation
measures, which will be set out below, will be required to negate any adverse impact.
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9. Mitigation Measures 30

The following mitigation measures are proposed to ensure any adverse impacts are negated or
minimalised:
•

All demolition works on site should be undertaken under direct archaeological
supervision.

•

The front facade wall should be manually removed west of the most western
windows in order to ensure there is no direct impact on the town wall component of
the west gable wall of No. 5 Burke St.

•

The removal of the demolition rubble and debris from within the footprint of the two
demolished houses must be removed with caution and care and under direct
archaeological supervision.

•

Suitable stone should be salvaged which can be reused where required.

•

No works should be considered or undertaken on the west gable without a report
assessing the structure of this wall. This gable incorporates the medieval town wall
and is also a party wall for the neighbouring property - No. 4 Burke St.

•

Ministerial Consent must be obtained for all conservation works on the west gable
and where required along the other sections of the town wall. It is likely Tipperary
County Council will avail of funding under the auspices of the Irish Walled Towns
Network (Heritage Council) to carry out conservation works on the town wall.

•

No works should be considered or undertaken on the west gable without the services
of an approved Conservation Architect and Heritage Conservationists. The
Conservation Architect should liaise on an ongoing basis with the National

30

All Mitigations Measures are Subject to Approval by the National Monuments Service, Department of
Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht.
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Monuments Service, Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht regarding all
proposals for this gable wall.
•

Where possible excavation depths should be kept as shallow as possible. This is
particularly relevant for the proposed disabled ramp which will extend along the
external face of the town wall. The location of the ramp, on the projected line of a
possible extra mural defensive ditch, may prove a sensitive archaeological area with
such a ditch potentially yielding significant archaeological findings.

•

Should the Part 8 planning process be successful and follow-on completion of
construction drawings, a programme of archaeological testing should be implemented
on the site. Ministerial Consent will be required for such testing works.

•

All ground works will require archaeological monitoring.

__________________________________________

Mary Henry
Mary Henry Archaeological Services Ltd.
8th November 2017.
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