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1.

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this assessment was to investigate if there was potential for protected species to be
present at a site of a Proposed Digital Hub in the Stereame Business Park in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.
This involves a new development on an existing brownfield site within the Stereame Business Park. It
is noted that this project is at the preliminary stage. Ecofact were commissioned to survey the study
area in order to evaluate its importance for protected species and outline the findings in a report. Figure
1 shows the location of the site of the Proposed Digital Hub in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.

2.

METHODOLOGY

2.1

Desktop review

A desktop review was carried to identify the previous records of protected species and designated areas
of protection within the 10 km grid square which includes the site. This involved searches on the National
Biodiversity Data Centre website, including online maps and other datasets, as well as the National
Parks and Wildlife Centre and the Environmental Protection Agency websites. Online aerial imagery
was also accessed in order to gain a better understanding of the site and its surrounding habitats.

2.2

Field Surveys

The field surveys carried out included a habitat survey, a preliminary daytime bat survey and a species
survey which had particular reference to protected species. The inspection of the site took place in early
June 2020. The habitats on the site were classified with regard to Fossitt (2000), as well as assessed
and evaluated in terms of their ecological importance. The fauna on the site were identified and the
presence or evidence of any protected species was recorded.
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Figure 1 Site boundary for Proposed Nenagh Digital Hub in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.
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3.

RESULTS

3.1

Designated Areas

The location of the site in relation to Special Protection Areas and Special Areas of Conservation within
a 15km radius of the site is given in Figure 2. Natural Heritage Areas and Proposed Natural Heritage
areas within 5km of the site is illustrated in Figure 3. The site is not located within any protected sites.
A stand-alone Screening for Appropriate Assessment report has been prepared (Ecofact, 2020). The
conclusion of the Screening for Appropriate Assessment report states that there is no potential for direct,
indirect or cumulative impacts on the Natura 2000 network resulting from the proposed development
for Nenagh Digital Hub (Ecofact, 2020).
There are no Natural Heritage Areas or proposed Natural Heritage Areas within 5km of the proposed
development site, as shown in Figure 3. The nearest site is the Lough Derg pNHA (000011). The
boundary of this pNHA is shared with the Lough Derg (Shannon) Special Protection Area, which is
discussed in the Screening for Appropriate Assessment Report in relation to potential for impacts on
the site. It is considered therefore that the potential for impacts on the Lough Derg pNHA would be the
same as the potential for impacts on the Lough Derg (Shannon) SPA. As noted in the Screening report,
there is no potential for direct, indirect or cumulative impacts. It must be noted that there are no drains
or other watercourses on the site and the nearest watercourse is a stream located c. 290m east.
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Figure 2 Natura 2000 sites within 15km of Site Boundary for Proposed Nenagh Digital Hub in
Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.
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Figure 3 Natural Heritage Areas and Proposed Natural Heritage Areas within 5km of Site Boundary
for Proposed Nenagh Digital Hub in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary.
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3.2

Flora

There are no records of protected flora on the site according to the NBDC online maps. No protected
habitats or species of flora were recorded at the site during the field survey. Table 1 below outlines the
habitats recorded on the site and their associated field codes according to Fossitt (2000). Figure 4
illustrates the habitats present on the proposed development site.
Table 1 Habitats recorded on the proposed development site along with habitat codes according to
Fossitt (2000).
Habitat Type
Amenity Grassland (Improved)
Scattered Trees and Parkland
Hedgerow
Recolonising Bare Ground
Scrub / Recolonising Bare Ground Mosaic

Habitat Code
GA2
WD5
WL1
ED3
WS1 / ED3

The site itself is currently in a brownfield state. The dominant habitat on the site is classified as Amenity
Grassland (Improved) and may be mown during certain periods of the year but appears to be
unmanaged. During the current survey the grass was considered to be overgrown. Small wildlflowers
such as buttercup Ranunculus acris and Wildflower Clover Trifolium pratense are frequent in most
areas. This habitat type is considered to be generally species poor, with some diversity present on site,
and is not of any particular ecological importance.
There is one lone tree on the site to the south-west corner. As this is a stand-alone tree it is classified
under the habitat type ‘Scattered Trees and Parkland’. The tree is noted to be a Common Lime or Lime
hybrid species (Tilia x Europaea) and is considered to be a large mature tree. This tree may be of
importance to both bats and birds in the local area given the urbanised nature of the site. It is understood
that this tree will be retained as indicated on the preliminary design drawings.
A hedgerow is located to the north-west of the site and acts as a linear boundary between the amenity
grassland habitat and the recolonising bare ground / scrub habitat. This hedgerow is overgrown and
may be of some local importance to birds. However, this is not considered to be of high quality nor of
particular ecological importance.
The rear or north of the site is mostly classified as recolonising bare ground. This habitat type includes
ground that was once bare or disturbed which has now started to regrow with vegetation. This habitat
type is not of any particular ecological importance.
Finally, to the rear and north of the site, there is a mosaic of habitats that would be classified as both
Scrub and Recolonising Bare Ground. Within the areas of the recolonising bare ground are some areas
that have successfully regrown leading to a more dense scrub habitat. In the urban context this habitat
type can be of some importance to local wildlife for protection and movement. Additionally, during the
current survey it was noted that the ground-nesting bird Meadow Pipit was nesting in this scrub habitat.
This would provide some protection from predators in the area. However, again it is not of significant
ecological importance and would be used opportunistically by wildlife in the local area.
No non-native invasive species were recorded on the site during the current survey. No previous
records of invasive species are present according to the National Invasive Species database on the
National Biodiversity Data Centre maps.
________________________________________________________________________________
www.ecofact.ie
8

Nenagh Digital Hub, Nenagh, Co. Tipperary: Protected Species Survey
July 2020
_________________________________________________________________________________

3.3

Fauna

The National Biodiversity Data Centre (NBDC) maps landscape suitability for bats. The maps are a
visualisation of the results of the analyses based on a 'habitat suitability' index. The index ranges from
0 to 100, with 0 being least favourable and 100 most favourable for bats. Table 1 below gives the
suitability of the study area for the bat species found in Ireland (based on NBDC) along with their Irish
Red List Status. The overall assessment of bat habitats for the current study area is given as 29.22.
This is a very low suitability and the area is already developed with street lighting present which is not
considered to be favourable for bats. There is one mature tree on the site which has some bat potential.
This is a mature tree with dense foliage and suitable crevices such as knotholes were noted on the
trunk which could be used by bats. This tree will be retained in the proposed development and there
are also other more suitable trees and bat landscape in the surrounding area outside of the site. It is
therefore assessed that the proposed development site is not of any particular importance to bats.
Mammal trails were noted on the site which were suspected to be from a Fox Vulpes vulpes. No fox
dwellings or other mammal dwellings were noted on the site. The site is not considered to be of any
particular importance to mammals in the local area.
One birds nest was recorded on the site in June 2020; that of a Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis. This is
a common species throughout Ireland which nests in moorland, heathland and rough grassland / scrub.
The nest was located in scrub habitat at the north side of the site. The site is expected to be used by
only common bird species. There is one mature tree on the site with nesting potential for birds which
will be retained in the proposed development, but overall there is a lack of mature trees and vegetation
optimal for nesting on the site. The site is therefore not considered to be of any significant importance
for birds. Recommendations are provided for the protection of nesting birds however.
No protected species were recorded at the site during the field survey and it is assessed that there are
no protected fauna on the proposed development site.
Table 1 Suitability of the study area for the bat species previously recorded in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary
(based on the NBDC data). Irish Red list status also indicated (based on Marnell et al., 2009).
Common name

Scientific name

Suitability index

Irish red list status

All bats

-

29.22

Common pipistrelle

Pipistrellus pipistrellus

40

Least Concern

Leisler’s bat

Nyctalus leisleri

39

Near Threatened

Natterer’s bat

Myotis nattererii

42

Least Concern

Soprano pipistrelle

Pipistrellus pygmaeus

2

Least Concern

Brown long-eared bat

Plecotus auritus

38

Least Concern

Lesser horseshoe bat

Rhinolophus hipposideros

30

Least Concern

Whiskered bat

Myotis mystacinus

29

Least Concern

Daubenton's bat

Myotis daubentonii

5

Least Concern

Nathusiius's pipistrelle

Pipistrellus nauthusii

38

Least Concern
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Figure 4 Habitat Map of Proposed Nenagh Digital Hub Site in Nenagh, Co. Tipperary showing Location
of Meadow Pipit Nest.
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4.

CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

There are no habitats on the site that are considered to be of any significant ecological importance.
There are no protected habitats identified on the site. A meadow pipit nest was identified in an area of
scrub on the site and therefore some specific recommendations are given below in relation to the bird
nesting season. Meadow pipit are a common species throughout Ireland. Some trails suspected to be
from a fox were also found on the site but are not considered to be of any particular importance. No
mammal dwellings were found on the site. The mature Common Lime or Lime hybrid tree on the site
did show potential to be used by bats and it is understood this tree will be retained as in the design
drawings.
Lighting on the site should be minimised in order to reduce potential disturbance to wildlife. A bat survey
of the site should be carried out prior to the commencement of construction.
Site clearance should only be carried out outside of the bird nesting season (1st March to 31st August).
Additionally, it is noted that any landscaping plan for the site should utilise native species.
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PLATES

Plate 1 The site comprises mostly amenity grassland which is unmanaged with little diversity.

Plate 4 The rear or north of the site comprised mostly recolonised bare ground with some scrub
mosaic also present in the background.
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Plate 7 A Meadow pipit nest was found in some of the scrub on the site.

Plate 8 One lone mature tree is present on the site. This tree was identified as a Common lime or
lime hybrid species and was found to have some potential for bats due to its maturity and dense
foliage.
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APPENDIX 1

NBDC LIST OF PROTECTED SPECIES RECORDS

Table X List of protected species obtained from the National Biodiversity Data Centre online maps for
the 10km grid square R87 which encompasses the proposed development site.
Group
Amphibian
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird

Species
Common Frog
Barn Owl
Barn Swallow
Black-headed Gull
Common Coot
Common Kestrel
Common Kingfisher
Common Linnet

Scientific name
Rana temporaria
Tyto alba
Hirundo rustica
Larus ridibundus
Fulica atra
Falco tinnunculus
Alcedo atthis
Carduelis cannabina

Bird

Common Pheasant

Phasianus colchicus

Bird
Bird

Common Pochard
Common Snipe

Aythya ferina
Gallinago gallinago

Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird

Common Starling
Common Swift
Common Wood Pigeon
Corn Crake
Eurasian Curlew
Eurasian Teal
Eurasian Wigeon
Eurasian Woodcock
Great Bittern
Grey Partridge
Hen Harrier
House Martin

Sturnus vulgaris
Apus apus
Colomba palumbus
Crex crex
Numenius arquata
Anas crecca
Anas penelope
Scolopax rusticola
Botaurus stellaris
Perdix perdix
Circus cyaneus
Delichon urbicum

Likey to occur on the site
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
May use the site – but would not breed
May use the site – but would not breed
Not likely – no habitat
May use the site – but would not breed
Not likely – no habitat
Unlikely but may use the site – but would
not breed
May use the site – but not ideal and
would not breed
Not likely – no habitat
Unlikely but may use the site – but would
not breed
May use the site – but would not breed
May use the site – but would not breed
May use the site – but would not breed
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
May use the site – but would not breed

Bird
Bird

Passer domesticus
Larus fuscus

May use the site – but would not breed
May use the site – but would not breed

Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird
Bird

House Sparrow
Lesser Black-backed
Gull
Little Egret
Little Grebe
Mallard
Merlin
Mew Gull
Mute Swan
Northern Lapwing
Red Grouse
Rock Pigeon
Sand Martin

Egretta garzetta
Tachybaptus ruficollis
Anas platyrhynchos
Falco columbarius
Larus canus
Cygnus olor
Vanellus vanellus
Lagopus lagopus
Columba livia
Riparia riparia

Bird
Bird

Sky Lark
Spotted Flycatcher

Alauda arvensis
Muscicapa striata

Bird
Bird
Bird
Crustacean

Stock Pigeon
Whooper Swan
Yellowhammer
Freshwater Whiteclawed Crayfish
Greater Copperwort

Columba oenas
Cygnus cygnus
Emberiza citrinella
Austropotamobius
pallipes
Cephaloziella
nicholsonii
Ditrichum plumbicola
Plecotus auritus

May use the site – but would not breed
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely
Unlikely but may use the site – but would
not breed
May use the site – but would not breed
Unlikely but use the site – but would not
breed
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat

Liverwort
Moss
Terrestrial
Mammal

Lead-moss
Brown Long-eared Bat

Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
Not likely – no habitat
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Group
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal
Terrestrial
Mammal

Species
Daubentons' Bat

Scientific name
Myotis daubentonii

Likey to occur on the site
Not likely – no habitat

Eurasian Badger

Meles meles

May use the site – but would not breed

Eurasian Pygmy Shrew

Sorex minutus

Not likely – no habitat

Eurasian Red Squirrel

Sciurus vulgaris

Not likely – no habitat

European Otter

Lutra lutra

Not likely – no habitat

Lesser Noctule

Nyctalus leisleri

May use the site – but would not breed

Natter's Bat

Myotis nattereri

Pine Marten

Martes martes

Unlikely but may use the site – but would
not breed
Not likely – no habitat

Pipistrelle

Pipistrelle pipistrelle
sensu lato
Pipistrelle pygmaeus

May use the site – but would not breed

Erinaceus europaeus

May use the site – would not breed

Soprano pipistrelle
West European
Hedgehog

May use the site – but would not breed
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