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ABSTRACT
This report has been prepared on behalf of Tipperary County Council, to study the
impact, if any, on the archaeological and historical resource of the proposed car park
at Church Street, Cahir, Co. Tipperary (Figure 1, ITM 605192, 624925). The
assessment was carried out by Matt Brooks of IAC Archaeology.
The proposed development area is located within the zone of archaeological potential
for the town, which is a recorded monument (TS075-048). The closest recorded
monument to the proposed development area comprised a graveyard, the corner of
which is located c. 8m to the east of the site (TS075-048011).
Analysis of cartographic sources has revealed that the proposed development area
itself has remained relatively unchanged from the post-medieval to modern periods,
comprising of an area that follows roughly the same layout as the present day. The
Parochial House, within the northern part of the site, remains present in a ruinous
condition and was extended in the 20th century as a hotel. The main portion of the
development area survives as an open area, although there is no evidence today of a
circular quarry pit within the site that was marked on the first edition Ordnance
Survey map.
A field inspection has been carried out as part of this assessment. This revealed that
the northern part of the site has been impacted by the construction of modern
buildings either side of the post-medieval Parochial House. The remainder of the site
comprises rough open ground that slopes moderately from east to west. Given the
relatively undisturbed nature of the site and the results of the overall assessment, it is
considered that the proposed development area possesses moderate archaeological
potential.
Whilst it is clear that the northern portion of the proposed development area has
been subject to disturbance, the main portion of the site remains relatively
undisturbed. As such, ground disturbances associated with the proposed
development may have an adverse impact on previously unrecorded archaeological
features or deposits that have the potential to survive beneath the current ground
level with no surface expression.
It is recommended that a programme of archaeological testing be carried out within
the accessible portion of the site prior to the commencement of construction. These
works should be carried out under licence to the National Monuments Service of the
Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage. Dependant on the results of
the assessment, further mitigation may be required such as preservation in-situ or by
record and/or archaeological monitoring. Any further mitigation will require approval
from the National Monuments Service of the Department of Housing, Local
Government and Heritage.
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It is possible that any required ground disturbances along the existing roadway at
Church Street and the unnamed laneway leading west towards the river, may disturb
previously unrecorded archaeological features or deposits that may survive beneath
the existing road surface. It is recommended that any excavations along the existing
road network be monitored by a suitably qualified archaeologist.
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INTRODUCTION

1.1
GENERAL
The following report details an archaeological assessment undertaken in advance of a
proposed car park at Church Street, Cahir, County Tipperary (Figure 1, ITM 605192,
624925). This assessment has been carried out to ascertain the potential impact of
the proposed development on the archaeological and historical resource that may
exist within the area. The assessment was undertaken by Matt Brooks of IAC
Archaeology (IAC), on behalf of Tipperary County Council.
The archaeological assessment involved a detailed study of the archaeological and
historical background of the proposed development site and the surrounding area.
This included information from the Record of Monuments and Places of Tipperary,
the topographical files within the National Museum and all available cartographic and
documentary sources for the area. A field inspection has also been carried out with
the aim to identify any previously unrecorded features of archaeological or historical
interest.
1.2
THE DEVELOPMENT
The proposed development will be carried out on properties in Church Street, Cahir
and Old Church Street, Cahir, Co. Tipperary, Eircodes E21 WK44 and E21 WD89 and
adjacent lands in the townland of Townparks, Cahir, Co. Tipperary.
The proposed development will comprise:
•
•
•

•

•
•
•

The demolition of an existing structure (the former Castle Court Hotel),
associated outbuildings and boundary walls.
Demolition and reconfiguration works to outbuildings to the rear of the
Market House Building (Protected Structure S241).
The construction of a new carpark, access road and junction onto Church
Street including all site accommodation works. Vehicular and pedestrian
access is to be provided off Church Street with a provision provided for an
additional future pedestrian link through the adjacent Market House Building
site onto Old Church Street.
The carpark will comprise of 91 spaces in total including 86 no. car parking
spaces (including 3 no. disabled spaces and 4 no. Electric parking spaces), 3
no. standard bus and 2 no. minibus parking spaces and bicycle parking
facilities.
The provision of 2 no. twin electric charging points to accommodate 4 no.
electric car charging spaces onsite.
All ancillary site works including retaining walls, bicycle parking, public lighting,
bollards, landscaping, surface water drainage, connections to public services,
signage, etc.
The provision of electric parking capacity signage at the main entrance to the
carpark.
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Alterations to Church Street, including the provision of a raised table section
of carriageway, provision of paved pedestrian areas and the relocation /
removal of street furniture, road markings and street parking and all
associated siteworks.
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METHODOLOGY

Research for this report was undertaken in two phases. The first phase comprised a
paper survey of all available archaeological, historical and cartographic sources. The
second phase involved a field inspection of the site.
2.1
PAPER SURVEY
• Record of Monuments and Places for County Tipperary;
• Sites and Monuments Record for County Tipperary;
• National Monuments in State Care Database;
• Preservation Orders List;
• Topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland;
• Cartographic and written sources relating to the study area;
• South Tipperary County Development Plan 2009 (as extended);
• Cahir Local Area Plan 2011-2017;
• Aerial photographs;
• Excavations Bulletin (1970−2020)
Record of Monuments and Places (RMP) is a list of archaeological sites known to

the National Monuments Section, which are afforded legal protection under Section
12 of the 1994 National Monuments Act and are published as a record.
Sites and Monuments Record (SMR) holds documentary evidence and field

inspections of all known archaeological sites and monuments. Some information is
also held about archaeological sites and monuments whose precise location is not
known e.g. only a site type and townland are recorded. These are known to the
National Monuments Section as ‘un-located sites’ and cannot be afforded legal
protection due to lack of locational information. As a result, these are omitted from
the Record of Monuments and Places. SMR sites are also listed on a website
maintained by the Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage (DoHLGH)
– www.archaeology.ie.
National Monuments in State Care Database is a list of all the National Monuments

in State guardianship or ownership. Each is assigned a National Monument number
whether in guardianship or ownership and has a brief description of the remains of
each Monument.
The Minister for the DoHLGH may acquire national monuments by agreement or by
compulsory order. The state or local authority may assume guardianship of any
national monument (other than dwellings). The owners of national monuments (other
than dwellings) may also appoint the Minister or the local authority as guardian of
that monument if the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in ownership or
guardianship of the state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent
of the Minister.
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Preservation Orders List contains information on Preservation Orders and/or

Temporary Preservation Orders, which have been assigned to a site or sites. Sites
deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation Orders
under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site illegal.
Temporary Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These perform
the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of six months, after
which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be undertaken on or in the
vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written consent, and at the
discretion, of the Minister.
The topographical files of the National Museum of Ireland are the national

archive of all known finds recorded by the National Museum. This archive relates
primarily to artefacts but also includes references to monuments and unique records
of previous excavations. The find spots of artefacts are important sources of
information on the discovery of sites of archaeological significance.
Cartographic sources are important in tracing land use development within the

development area as well as providing important topographical information on areas
of archaeological potential and the development of buildings. Cartographic analysis of
all relevant maps has been made to identify any topographical anomalies or
structures that no longer remain within the landscape.
Documentary sources were consulted to gain background information on the

archaeological, architectural and cultural heritage landscape of the proposed
development area.
Development Plans contain a catalogue of all the Protected Structures and

archaeological sites within the county. The South Tipperary County Development Plan
2009 (as extended) and Cahir Local Area Plan 2011-2017 were consulted to obtain
information on cultural heritage sites in and within the immediate vicinity of the
proposed development area.
Aerial photographic coverage is an important source of information regarding the

precise location of sites and their extent. It also provides initial information on the
terrain and its likely potential for archaeology. A number of sources were consulted
including aerial photographs held by the Ordnance Survey and Google Earth.
Excavations Bulletin is a summary publication that has been produced every year

since 1970. This summarises every archaeological excavation that has taken place in
Ireland during that year up until 2010 and since 1987 has been edited by Isabel
Bennett. This information is vital when examining the archaeological content of any
area, which may not have been recorded under the SMR and RMP files. This
information is also available online (www.excavations.ie) from 1970−2020.
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2.2
FIELD INSPECTION
Field inspection is necessary to determine the extent and nature of archaeological
and historical remains, and can also lead to the identification of previously
unrecorded or suspected sites and portable finds through topographical observation
and local information.
The archaeological and field inspection entailed • Walking the proposed development and its immediate environs.
• Noting and recording the terrain type and land usage.
• Noting and recording the presence of features of archaeological or historical
significance.
• Verifying the extent and condition of any recorded sites.
• Visually investigating any suspect landscape anomalies to determine the
possibility of their being anthropogenic in origin.
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RESULTS OF ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSESSMENT

3.1
ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
The proposed development area is located to the east of Church Street, within the
historic town of Cahir. The site boundary also extends along Church Street and an
unnamed lane leading west from Church Street towards the River Suir. The overall
development area is located within the townland of Townparks, barony of Iffa and
Offa West and parish of Cahir, County Tipperary. A large portion of the development
area is located within the zone of archaeological potential for the historic settlement
of Cahir, which is a recorded monument (TS075-048). There are a further four
recorded archaeological sites located within 200m of the site (Figure 1).
3.1.1

Prehistoric Period

Mesolithic Period (7000–4000 BC)

Although recent evidence suggests the possibility of a human presence in the
southwest of Ireland as early as the Upper Palaeolithic (Dowd and Carden 2016), the
Mesolithic period is the earliest time for which there is widespread evidence of
human occupation of the island as a whole. During this period, people subsisted on
hunting, foraging and fishing with natural resources of key importance. Mesolithic
groups would have been largely nomadic, migrating to exploit seasonal resources
where available. The majority of Mesolithic sites have been identified in coastal
locations or close to rivers and lakes. It has been suggested that fish comprised a
larger portion of the Irish Mesolithic diet when compared to the Mesolithic diet of
Continental Europe, given the absence in Ireland of some of the larger mammal
species frequently hunted on the continent at this time (Woodman et. al 1997).
While there are no Mesolithic sites recorded in the local vicinity of the proposed
development area, the River Suir, c. 130m to the west would have represented a
significant resource and it is likely that the landscape would have been frequented by
Mesolithic groups.
Neolithic Period (4000–2500 BC)

The Neolithic period marks the adoption of agriculture as a way of the life in Ireland.
As a result, settlement became more permanent. Agriculture altered the landscape
significantly, with forests cleared and field boundaries constructed. It was also during
this period that the megalithic tomb tradition emerged. Megalithic tombs are divided
into four main categories- court cairn, portal tomb, passage tomb and the wedge
tombs of the early Bronze Age. These monuments represent communal burial places
but also clearly served a ritual role to the living populations.
A possible portal megalithic tomb (per. comm. Paul Walsh 1991) consisting of a large
sandstone conglomerate slab is recorded at Lissava, c. 2.6km to the west of the
proposed development area. A distinct linear depression runs across the centre of the
capstone with stone rubble found within the chamber (TS075-045).
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Excavations at Caherabbey Upper, which were carried out along a section of the N8
Cashel to Mitchelstown Road Improvement Scheme, identified three phases of
activity ranging from the Neolithic, late Neolithic / early Bronze Age and postmedieval (Licence: A035/000, E2298). The remains of a possible structure
(radiocarbon dated to the early Neolithic) were identified but most of the features
consisted of pits and postholes. Although many features identified at this site were
somewhat ephemeral in nature, they contribute to a core of early Neolithic and late
Neolithic / early Bronze Age activity along the valley of the River Suir.
Bronze Age (2500–800 BC)

The Bronze Age heralded further change within society both in terms of material
culture and social practises as well as the nature of the construction and use of burial
sites and monuments, with the production and use of metal marking the beginning of
this period. It was during this time that the burial of the individual became more
typical. Cremated or inhumed bodies were often placed in a cist, a small stone box set
into the ground, or a stone lined grave. Burials were often made within cemeteries,
which were either unenclosed or else marked in the landscape with the construction
of an earthen barrow. Barrows of this period often vary in form and can include the
ring-ditch, the embanked ring-ditch, the ring barrow, the bowl barrow and the bowl
barrow lacking an external bank. In general, ring ditches date to the Bronze Age, with
the earlier examples being simpler in form and later examples incorporating
entrances and a wider range of burials practices.
Middle Bronze Age settlement activity was identified in the form of a circular postbuilt building in the townland of Cloghabreed, c. 2.8km to the north. Radiocarbon
analysis has dated this building to 1431 – 1269 BC. The second site excavated
contained evidence of temporary early Bronze Age occupation in the form of three
hearths and a number of associated pits. Finds recovered from these features
included seven sherds of decorated vase vessel pottery and a large quantity of
hazelnut fragments. Later activity was also identified at this site in the form of a
middle Bronze Age hearth and associated pits (Licence: A035/000, E2273).
The most commonly identified Bronze Age site is the burnt mound or fulacht fia.
Although burnt mounds of shattered stone occur as a result of various activities that
have been practiced from the Mesolithic to the present day, those noted in close
proximity to a trough are generally interpreted as Bronze Age cooking/industrial sites.
They generally consist of a low mound of burnt stone, commonly in horseshoe shape,
and are found in low lying marshy areas or close to streams. Often these sites have
been ploughed out and survive as a spread of heat shattered stones in charcoal rich
soil with no surface expression in close proximity to a trough. The closest recorded
examples to the proposed development area comprise four burnt mounds identified
during excavations carried out along the N8 Cashel to Mitchelstown Road
improvement scheme, c. 1.5km to the west (Licence: A035/000, E2296).
Iron Age (800 BC–AD 500)

The Iron Age is traditionally distinguished from the rather rich remains of preceding
Bronze Age and subsequent early medieval period by a relative paucity of evidence in
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Ireland. However, there is increasing evidence for Iron Age settlement and activity in
recent years as a result of development-led excavations as well as projects such as
LIARI (Late Iron Age and Roman Ireland).
An Iron Age hengiform monument (TS075-039) is located at Kedrah, c. 2.8km to the
northeast of the development area. Considered a contour fort on the summit of steep
sided hilltop with panoramic views from summit, it has inner enclosing elements
forming a complete circuit. Although no definitive dating evidence has been
recovered from the site, the layout of the enclosing elements (internal ditch and
external bank) suggests an Iron Age date.
In the 3rd century AD, there is a reference in the Book of Lecan to the destruction of
‘Cahir fort’ and there are other references to the fort in Brehon law texts. The fort
was supposedly destroyed by Cuirreach, the brother-in-law of Felemy Recht, ‘the
Lawgiver’, at which it is stated to have been the residence of a female named
Badamar (Burke 1909, 272).
3.1.2

Early Medieval Period (AD 500–1100)

The surviving sources suggest that the early medieval period in Ireland was for the
most part entirely rural. Byrne (1973) suggests that there were at least 150 kings in
Ireland at any one time in this period, each ruling over a ‘túath’. If the most recent
estimates placing the population of early medieval Ireland at between a quarter and a
half a million people are correct, then each king would have ruled over 1700 and 3300
subjects (Stout 2017). During the early medieval period, the area around Cahir was
known as Magh Feimhin, translating as ‘Femin’s Plain’. This region, between the
Galtys and Sliabhnamon, came into the ownership of the Déise Kingdom.
The most common indicator of settlement in this period is the ringfort of which 1000s
are recorded across the country. Ringforts are broadly circular earthen settlement
enclosures and can be divided into three broad categories defined by their number of
bank and ditch features - univallate (one), bivallate (two) or multivallate (as many as
four). When the radiocarbon and dendrochronological dates from ringfort excavations
are compared (Stout 1997, 22-31), not only is the ringfort clearly an early medieval
phenomenon, but a strong case emerges for dating the phase of ringfort construction
to a period between the 7th and 9th centuries AD. The closest ringfort to the
proposed development area is recorded at Carrigeen, c. 1km to the south of the site
(TS081-078).
Early medieval burials, which consisted of 30 individuals, were excavated and
examined at Caherabbey Lower, c. 1.2km to the north of the development area
(TS075-041). A stone-walled enclosure, which apparently enclosed the summit and
traces of a mortared stone wall were also found during the excavation (TS075-080).
The burials, which included men, women and children, consisted of extended
inhumations, buried in simple shallow pits. Radiocarbon-dates provided a date range
of AD 693-941 (Cahill and Holland 1988).
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The town of Cahir at this time had connections with Munster royalty before the arrival
of Christianity in the 5th Century. It was one of the royal seats of residence in the
province, and Brian Ború, whose successors held the settlement until the Norman
invasion, refortified the fort before his death at the Battle of Clontarf in AD 1014.
3.1.3

Medieval Period (AD 1100–1600)

The piecemeal conquest by the Anglo-Normans of Ireland had a fundamental impact
on the Irish landscape. Anglo-Norman involvement in Ireland began in May 1169
when Richard de Clare and his followers landed in Wexford to support Diarmáit
MacMurchadha, the deposed king of Leinster, and assist him in his challenge for the
kingship. Between 1170 and 1350, the Normans stamped their influence on the Irish
landscape, constructing castles throughout the country.
Dividing the Irish place name for Cahir, Cathair Dhún Iascaigh, into two parts sheds
some light on the formative years of the town. Earliest records refer to the name of
the area as Dún Iascaigh ("the fish abounding fort"), and the name assumed the prefix
Cathair ("stone fort") after the King of Thomond, Conor na Cathrach O'Brien,
reinforced the stronghold in the 12th century.
In c. 1169, Cahir was granted to William de Braos and in 1215 the ownership of Cahir
was granted to Philip Worcester and eventually passed, by his grand-daughters
marriage, to the Birminghams, who possessed it until 1332 (ibid.). In 1375 the manor
of Cahir was bestowed on James Butler, Earl of Ormond, in whose family it remained
almost continuously up to the 19th century (ibid.). Cahir Castle was attacked in 1599
and captured by Elizabethan forces under the Lord Lieutenant Robert Devereux, the
Earl of Essex (Killanin and Duignan 1967, 132-3). In 1647 Murrough "the Burner"
O'Brien, Parliamentarian Lord President of Munster (Inchiquin), captured the castle,
which in 1650 was surrendered to Cromwell (ibid.).
Cahir Castle (TS02766), c. 260 to the southwest of proposed development is, in every
sense, the rock upon and around which the town is built. Dating originally from the
1200s, the structure was founded upon an island in the River Suir, replacing the
previous fortifications that gave the town its name (cathair - stone fort). Once the
seat of the Butler family, the Earls of Ormond, it is one of the largest and bestpreserved castles in the country, and an excellent example of late medieval
construction. Reynolds, secretary to the Earl of Essex in 1599, noted that it was "the
only famous castle of Ireland which was thought impregnable and is the bulwark of
Munster". The importance of Cahir during the medieval period is still visible with the
physical presence of the castle, which initially straddled a large natural rock outcrop in
the river, possibly protecting a ford. Furthermore, due to the nature of the River Suir,
it is very likely that both banks would have formed part of a flood-plain at the time,
prohibiting sustainable settlement or development. The immediate vicinity around
the castle was under water and not infilled until the post-medieval period, when
utilised for industrial activity, especially brewing and milling.
Evidence regarding the location a medieval settlement associated with the castle
remains ephemeral. It is possible that there may have been settlement within the
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vicinity of the abbey (TS02767), c. 510m to the northwest of the development area,
on the north side of the river, with the abbey church also being the parish church. A
document written in c. 1540, states that the church building had from time
immemorial served as the local parish church. However, conflicting evidence is
manifest in the Civil Survey of 1654–56, which states that church of Cahir (St Mary’s),
c. 45m east of the development area, was the medieval parish church, and after the
Reformation was divided by a conspicuous ‘curtain wall’ that was used to allow both
Catholics and Protestants to worship simultaneously. This church appears to date to
the 13th century, with later rebuilding in the 15th/16th century (Urban Archaeological
Survey, 1993). Presumably the congregation of this church would have lived in
relatively close proximity to it, on the eastern side of the river, possibly on the
elevated ground. As such Cahir is in a relatively unusually position, potentially
possessing two medieval parish churches (one at either end of the town), which
accommodated a medieval population that has currently left no physical evidence of
its existence.
3.1.4

Post-Medieval Period (AD 1600–1800)

The wars and upheavals of the 17th century caused a great social and commercial
change in County Tipperary, particularly after Cromwell’s land settlement. Cromwell
entered South Tipperary in 1650 and easily took the lands west and north of Clonmel.
In the years following these events, the lands of South Tipperary were confiscated and
then granted to soldiers, unpaid for years and Englishmen who had loaned money to
the British government to conduct the war. Thus, during the course of several years,
landownership changed from Irish Catholic Gaelic-speakers to English Protestant
English-speakers. Following the war between James II and William of Orange of 168991, the pace of change in Tipperary accelerated (Power 1984, 19).
Cahir Castle was the backdrop before which many dramas during the turbulent 16th
and 17th Centuries were played out. During the Nine Years War Thomas, Lord Cahir,
who rebelled against Queen Elizabeth, held the Castle. The result of his treason was a
three-day siege, during which James Gallda, Lord Cahir's brother, escaped Essex'
forces by swimming under the fort's water mill. The Castle was later returned to an
apologetic Thomas. In the 18th century the family left the castle vacant and moved to
a new house (now Cahir House Hotel), facing the main square of the town. No further
work was carried out until the castle was taken into State care as a National
Monument in 1964. Throughout the years that followed the methods of both warfare
and political administration changed, and these had a knock-on effect on the Castle
and Cahir itself.
Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries Cahir assumed its modern form. In the 1770s
and '80s James, 9th Lord Cahir, maintained his estates well and built both Cahir House
and Market House, while the Quakers established both Suir Mills and Abbey Mills.
Development of the town coincided with the Butler's elevation in status and in 1816
Richard, Lord Cahir, was created Earl of Glengall. With the establishment of the
Cavalry Barracks in the town, local milling and agricultural businesses prospered.
Richard, 2nd Earl of Glengall who, in the 1830s, funded the development of the
Square and Castle, added to this affluence.
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The bridge (TS075-048006) located on Bridge Street and after which the street was
named is known to have been in existence in some form as early as 1633. While the
existing bridge, located c. 192m southwest of the proposed development area dates
to the 18th century, it may incorporate the fabric of an earlier bridge on the site (SMR
file). The Civil Survey (1654-6) mentions both this bridge and a weir on the River Suir
at Cahir. It is possible that this mention of a weir relates to the weir which is shown on
the first edition OS map of 1843 and is today a recorded monument (TS075-048010).
3.2
SUMMARY OF PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK
A review of the Excavations Bulletin (1970–2020) has revealed that no archaeological
investigations have been carried out within the proposed development area;
however, eight have taken place within 200m. These are summarised below.
Groundworks monitored at Old Church Street, c. 90m to the east of the proposed
development area, encountered a small quantity of disarticulated dog bones. The site
was of potential archaeological interest due to it being located immediately beside
the east boundary wall of St Mary’s parish medieval church and graveyard. No trace
of human remains was uncovered (Licence 07E0148, Bennett 2007:1594).
Archaeological monitoring of site clearance in advance of a proposed car park
development took place in 2016 in Townparks, c. 126m to the west of the proposed
development area. The stratigraphy consisted of imported garden soil throughout, at
a depth of 0.4m. No archaeology was encountered (Bennett 2016:134).
Monitoring of pipelaying was undertaken as part of works on the Cahir sewerage
scheme was carried out to the south of Cahir Castle, c. 200m to the southwest of the
proposed development area, close to both banks of the River Suir (Licence 04E1372
ext.: Bennett, 2006:1827). Two features of possible archaeological potential were
revealed in a field on the east bank of the River Suir. One of the features contained
burnt clay but due to the small quantity of charcoal within the burning, it was
considered that the burning was not associated with anything constructed of wood,
but had resulted potentially from the burning of crop or a turf structure. The second
feature exposed timbers adjacent to the burning and was preserved in-situ beneath
terram, sand and gravel.
Findings from the monitoring revealed two distinct phases of land reclamation within
the field. The first comprised the importation of topsoil and clay to extend westwards
from the immediate environs of the castle. Consisting 1.6m of orangey-brown clay
topped with a slightly clay loamy topsoil, this work was commissioned within the
latter years of the 18th century. The second phase occurred in the 20th century, with
the field extended even further westwards to its present riverside boundary. This
phase comprised importing large amounts of rubble within a heavy clay to a similar
depth of the earlier works. At this time the new riverbank was strengthened to
withstand flood damage. Works were also carried out in the castle car park. The 1599
Pacata Hibernia map indicates that this area was formerly under water. There were
no medieval (or earlier) structures at this location. It is known that this area was
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infilled by the post-medieval period and utilised for industrial activity, especially
brewing and milling. No evidence for this was revealed during the works.
Eight streets within the zone of archaeological potential for Cahir were opened
including Mountain Road, Church Street, Bridge Street and the Square. The results of
monitoring proved negative regarding the presence of artefacts and deposits relating
to the early habitation and settlement of the town. What was apparent was the
considerable shallowness of the bedrock in a number of locations. Many of the roads
opened as part of this scheme may have had their origins in the medieval period
connecting Cahir to the other Norman strongholds in the area: Mary Street would
have facilitated access to Ardfinnan; Abbey Street to Limerick via Tipperary town,
Church Street to Cashel and Old Church Street to Clonmel (Licence 07E0664, Bennett
2007:1593).
Monitoring of Cahir Sewerage Scheme, Stage 2, began in 1996. The areas monitored
included Mountain Road, Lower Abbey Street, The Square, Chapel Street, Ardfinnan
Road, Mitchelstown Road, Abbey Street, Bridge Street, The Mall and Mall Lane. The
remains of two adjoining mortared stone walls were located below the hotel car park
adjacent to Chapel Street. A further four parallel mortared masonry walls were found
at the junction of Bridge Street and Abbey Street, while in the Square, The Mall and
Mall Lane sewerage pipes were installed to replace existing stone culverts, some of
which were still in use. Natural water-rolled stones and gravel made up the
undisturbed profile below the road surface in all areas except for the Mitchelstown
Road and Mountain Road, where orange/brown sandy subsoil formed the profile to a
maximum depth of approximately c. 3m (Licence 96E0347, Bennett 1997:485).
The following licences did not produce any features of archaeological significance;
01E0630, 03E0550, 01E0991.
3.3

CARTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS

Down Survey Map of the Barony of Iffa and Offa, 1655-6 (Figure 3)

The Barony Map of Iffa and Offa was originally intended to illustrate the division and
ownership of land and therefore does not define topographical details but does
provide an indication of what exists within the landscape. The proposed development
area is located within Cahir, east of the River Suir, which runs north to south. The
church (St Mary’s) and graveyard (TS075-048003/11) is marked within the map while
the bridge (TS075-048006) is found to the south. Cahir Abby (priory of St. Mary’s) is
marked further to the north (TS075-048002).
Taylor and Skinner Map, 1777 (Figure 3)

This map shows the development area east of the River Suir along the main road
leading to Kedrah. At this time Cahir is named ‘Cahier’ and is formed by a gathering of
structures either side of the River Suirs’ banks on Clonmel Road and Tipperary Road.
The church is shown just south of the development area (TS075-048003).
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First Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1843, scale 1:10,560 (Figure 4)

This is the first accurate historic mapping coverage of the area containing the
proposed development area, which lies partially within open land. The areas western
portion contains a circular quarry pit and garden area associated with one of the
buildings along Church Street. The church and graveyard (TS075-048003) (TS075048011) are marked as being “in ruins” to the southeast. The graveyards extent is
close to the south eastern boundary of the development area. An orchard, possibly
associated with the church, covers most of the land to the east with a dog pound
marked beyond it. Immediately bound to the south lies a number of buildings with
back gardens running along The Square. One of these buildings is a court house. In the
wider area Cahir Castle (TS075-048001) is located to the southwest and Cahir House
is found to the south. A weir (TS075-048010) is shown in the River Suir immediately
north of the bridge (TS075-048006).
Ordnance Survey Map, 1907, scale 1:2,500 (Figure 5)

This map gives us a detailed view of the development area. Urbanization has clearly
continued in the Townparks area with a number of structures now within the
proposed development area. At least seven structures are depicted. Buildings with
garden areas connect to Church Street to the west and Old Church Street to the south
including the town hall and hotel. A parochial house is also within the northern
portion of the development area, which possibly has association with the five
partitioned open areas that form the majority of the development area. The church
and graveyard (TS075-048003/11) are present to the southeast.
3.4
COUNTY DEVELOPMENT PLAN
The South Tipperary County Development Plan 2009 (as extended) and the Cahir
Local Area Plan 2011-2017 recognise the statutory protection afforded to all Record
of Monuments and Places (RMP) sites under the National Monuments Legislation
(1930–2014). The county development plan lists a number of aims and objectives in
relation to archaeological heritage (Appendix 2).
The proposed development area is located within the zone of archaeological potential
that surrounds the historic settlement of Cahir, which is a recorded monument
(TS075-048). There are a further five recorded archaeological sites within 200m of the
site within the vicinity of the proposed development area, and one site which is listed
in the SMR only (Table 1; Figure 1; Appendix 1). The closest comprise the medieval
church and graveyard, located c. 8m-45m to the east.
TABLE 1: Recorded Archaeological Sites
CLASSIFICATION

DISTANCE FROM
DEVELOPMENT

RMP NO.

LOCATION

TS075-048

Caherabbey Lower,
Historic town
Caherabbey Upper, Carrageen
and Townparks

The proposed
development area
lies partially
within the zone of
notification

TS075-048011

Townparks

c. 8m east

Graveyard
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TS075-048003

Townparks

Church

c. 45m east

TS075-048010

Townparks

Weir - fish

c. 151m
southwest

TS075-048008

Townparks

Memorial stone

c. 168m southsouthwest

TS075-048007

Townparks

Architectural fragment c. 188m southsouthwest

TS075-048006

Townparks

Bridge

c. 192m
southwest

3.5
TOPOGRAPHCIAL FILES OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM OF IRELAND
Information on artefact finds from the study area in County Tipperary has been
recorded by the National Museum of Ireland since the late 18th century. Location
information relating to these finds is important in establishing prehistoric and historic
activity in the study area.
No stray finds are recorded from within the proposed development area or its
immediate environs.
3.6
AERIAL PHOTOGRAPHIC ANALYSIS
Inspection of the aerial photographic coverage of the proposed development area
held by the Ordnance Survey (1995–2013), Google Earth (2008–2020) and Bing Maps
revealed that the proposed development area remains largely unchanged since 1995.
No previously unrecorded sites of archaeological potential were noted within the
coverage, which is due to the urban nature of the landscape.
3.7
FIELD INSPECTION
The field inspection sought to assess the site, its previous and current land use, the
topography and any additional information relevant to the report. During the course
of the field investigation the proposed development site and its immediate
surrounding environs were inspected (Figure 1).
The northern part of the proposed development area is formed by a complex of
existing structures, originally accessed from Church Street to the west. This includes a
ruinous post-medieval house (former Parochial House), partially obscured by a
modern single storey extension that bounds the street (Plate 1). To the rear are a
number of modern but derelict structures formerly in use as a hotel, which have now
been damaged by numerous fires (Plate 2). The area to the east of these structures
has been stripped out and surfaced with concrete.
The main portion of the proposed development area is located to the south of the
derelict structures and comprises rough scrubby ground, parts of which have been
utilised as a garden area (Plate 3). The northern boundary is formed by a modern
concrete block wall and the eastern boundary by a modern wire fence and row of
conifer trees (Plate 4). The site slopes moderately from the east to the west and is
bounded to the south by a tall post-medieval masonry wall, which also bounds
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properties fronting onto Old Church Street to the south (Plate 5). In the southwest
corner of the site the boundary is formed by post-medieval rear returns of structures
fronting onto Old Church Street (Plate 6). This part of the site has been significantly
scarped out (during the post-medieval period) and a masonry revetting wall supports
the majority of the proposed development area to the east (Plate 7).
The western boundary to the proposed development area is less defined, as there are
no physical divisions present between the site and the yard areas associated with the
housing fronting onto Church Street to the west.
No previously unrecorded sites or features of archaeological potential were noted
during the course of the field inspection.
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CONCLUSIONS

This archaeological assessment was commissioned by Tipperary County Council to
assess the impact of a proposed car park development on the potential archaeological
resource at a site accessed from Church Street, Cahir, Co. Tipperary. The proposed
development area is located within the zone of archaeological potential for the town,
which is a recorded monument (TS075-048). The closest recorded monument to the
proposed development area comprises a graveyard, the corner of which is located c.
8m to the east of the site (TS075-048011).
A review of the Excavations Bulletin (1970–2020) has revealed that no archaeological
investigations have been carried out within the proposed development area. Whilst a
number of investigations have been carried out within 200m of the site, no significant
archaeological remains have been identified to date.
Analysis of cartographic sources has revealed that the proposed development area
itself has remained relatively unchanged from the post-medieval to modern periods,
comprising of an area that follows roughly the same layout as the present day. The
Parochial House, within the northern part of the site, remains present in a ruinous
condition and was extended in the 20th century as a hotel. The main portion of the
development area survives as an open area, although there is no evidence today of a
circular quarry pit within the site that was marked on the first edition OS map.
A field inspection has been carried out as part of this assessment. This revealed that
the northern part of the site has been impacted by the construction of modern
buildings either side of the post-medieval Parochial House. The remainder of the site
comprises rough open ground that slopes moderately from east to west. The
southern boundary is formed by post medieval property walls and the southwest
corner of the site has been heavily scarped out.
Given the relatively undisturbed nature of the site and the results of the overall
assessment, it is considered that the proposed development area possesses moderate
archaeological potential.
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND MITIGATION STRATEGY

Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the
area affected and the range of archaeological resources potentially affected.
Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways: disturbance by
excavation, topsoil stripping; disturbance by vehicles working in unsuitable conditions;
and burial of sites, limiting access for future archaeological investigation. Upstanding
archaeology can be affected adversely by direct damage or destruction arising from
development, from inadvertent damage arising from vibration, undermining etc. and
also by indirect impacts to a building’s visual setting, view or curtilage.
5.1

IMPACT ASSESSMENT
•

It is possible that any required ground disturbances along the existing roadway
at Church Street and the unnamed laneway leading west towards the river,
may disturb previously unrecorded archaeological features or deposits that
may survive beneath the existing road surface.

•

Whilst it is clear that the northern portion of the proposed development area
has been subject to disturbance, the main portion of the site remains
relatively undisturbed. As such, ground disturbances associated with the
proposed development may have an adverse impact on previously unrecorded
archaeological features or deposits that have the potential to survive beneath
the current ground level with no surface expression.

5.2

MITIGATION
•

It is recommended that any excavations associated with the proposed
development that take place within the existing road network be monitored
by a suitably qualified archaeologist.

•

It is recommended that a programme of archaeological testing be carried out
within the accessible portion of the site prior to the commencement of
construction. These works should be carried out under licence to the National
Monuments Service of the DoHLGH. Dependant on the results of the
assessment, further mitigation may be required such as preservation in-situ or
by record and/or archaeological monitoring. Any further mitigation will
require approval from the National Monuments Service of the DoHLGH.

IAC Archaeology

17

Church St, Cahir Town,
Co. Tipperary

Archaeological Assessment

It is the developer’s responsibility to ensure full provision is made available for the
resolution of any archaeological remains, both on site and during the post excavation
process, should that be deemed the appropriate manner in which to proceed.
Please note that all recommendations are subject to approval by the National
Monuments Service of the Heritage and Planning Division, Department of
Housing, Local Government and Heritage.
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APPENDICES
APPENDIX 1

SMR/RMP SITES WITHIN THE SURROUNDING AREA

SMR NO.

TS075-048

RMP STATUS

Scheduled for inclusion

TOWNLAND

Caherabbey Lower, Caherabbey Upper, Carrigeen and Townparks

PARISH

Caher

BARONY

Iffa and Offa West

I.T.M.

605054, 624789

CLASSIFICATION

Historic town

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

0m

DESCRIPTION

On the E bank of the River Suir. In the 3rd century AD there is a reference
in the Book of Lecan to the destruction of Cahir fort (Burke 1909, 272) and
there are other references to the fort in Brehon law texts (ibid.). In c. 1169
Cahir was granted to William de Braos and in 1215 the ownership of Cahir
was granted to Philip Worcester and eventually passed, by his granddaughters marriage, to the Birminghams, who possessed it until 1332
(ibid.). In 1375 the manor of Cahir was bestowed on James Butler, Earl of
Ormond, in whose family it remained almost continuously up to the 19th
century (ibid.). Cahir Castle was attacked in 1599 and captured by
Elizabethan forces under the Lord Lieutenant Robert Devereux, the Earl of
Essex (Killanin and Duignan 1967, 132-3). In 1647 Murrough "the Burner"
O'Brien, Parliamentarian Lord President of Munster (Inchiquin), captured
the castle which in 1650 was surrendered to Cromwell (ibid.). The precise
location and extent of the medieval and early modern town of Caher is
unknown.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

TS075-048011

RMP STATUS

Scheduled for inclusion

TOWNLAND

Townparks

PARISH

Caher

BARONY

Iffa and Offa West

I.T.M.

605271, 624901

CLASSIFICATION

Graveyard

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 8m east

DESCRIPTION

On the N side of Old Church Street, on a precipitous N-facing slope, with a
good view of the town to the N. The graveyard is orientated roughly E-W
with the church (TS075-048003-), also orientated E-W at the E end of the
graveyard. The graveyard, enclosed by a stone wall, is roughly rectangular
in plan (dims. c. 26m N-S at W end and c. 34m N-S at E end; c. 76m E-W)
with the entrance at the S end of the W wall. There are a number of loose
architectural fragments reused as grave-markers in the graveyard.
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REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

TS075-048003

RMP STATUS

Scheduled for inclusion

TOWNLAND

Townparks

PARISH

Caher

BARONY

Iffa and Offa West

I.T.M.

605279, 624902

CLASSIFICATION

Church

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 45m east

DESCRIPTION

On the N side of Old Church Street, on a precipitous N-facing slope, with a
good view of the town to the N and W. It is aligned E-W and occupies the E
end of the graveyard. The medieval parish church of Cahir is described in
the Civil Survey of 1654-6 as having 'a house roome on the North of the sd
Church' (Simington 1931, vol.1, 359) which was probably a residential
building added onto the church proper. The church was in use for
Protestant worship until 1820 (Killanin and Duignan 1967, 133). It is a
much-modified multiperiod structure. It has a long rectangular plan and is
constructed primarily of limestone, though the earlier features are of
sandstone. The church appears to be of 13th-century date with later
rebuilding in the 15th/16th century. Early features include two sandstone
ogee-headed windows in the E gable and the probable remains of the S
jamb of a central window. This window was replaced in the 15th/16th
century by a mullion and transom four-light limestone window which has
three interlace patterns carved on the external side. The earliest doorway
appears to be in the S wall. This sandstone, pointed doorway is now
blocked up and only visible externally to a height of 0.86m above ground
level. The church was later altered and divided to accommodate both
Protestant and Catholic worship. Notable features include a bellcote on
top of the W gable, a corbel on the S wall with a carved human head and a
piscina below. There are a number of loose architectural fragments, both
in the church itself and reused as grave-markers in the graveyard.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

TS075-048010

RMP STATUS

Scheduled for inclusion

TOWNLAND

Townparks

PARISH

Caher

BARONY

Iffa and Offa West

I.T.M.

604958, 624885

CLASSIFICATION

Weir- Fish

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 151m southwest

DESCRIPTION

A weir is mentioned in the Civil Survey as being located 'upon the River of
Shewer belonginge to the sd Lord of Cahyr neere the sd Mansion house'
which is Cahir castle (Simington 1931, vol.1, 350-51). This may be at the
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site of the V-shaped weir which is indicated on the 1st (1840) ed. OS 6-inch
map in the river N of the castle and immediately N of the mid-section of
the bridge (TS075-048006-).
REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

TS075-048008

RMP STATUS

Not scheduled for inclusion

TOWNLAND

Townparks

PARISH

Caher

BARONY

Iffa and Offa West

I.T.M.

605095, 624788

CLASSIFICATION

Memorial stone

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 168m south west

DESCRIPTION

Inserted in the S-facing wall of number 13 Castle St., Cahir, at second-floor
level between two windows, above a business premises at ground-floor
level, a butcher shop. It is a small rectangular limestone plaque with a thin
border around the edge. Carved in relief there is a capital I on the dexter
side and a capital E on the sinister side. Within the centre there is a
pyramidal arrangement, with a capital M on top, a capital W and I on the
middle row and finally on the bottom row the date 1717.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file

SMR NO.

TS075-048007

RMP STATUS

Scheduled for inclusion

TOWNLAND

Townparks

PARISH

Caher

BARONY

Iffa and Offa West

I.T.M.

605057, 624795

CLASSIFICATION

Architectural fragment

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 188m south west

DESCRIPTION

Inserted in the W end of the S wall of a private dwelling, number 7, Castle
St., Cahir, at second-floor level (the house is three-storeys over basement).
A large sculpted male head, probably of 15th-century date, with almondshaped eyes with eyebrows, long aquiline nose, thin-lipped mouth, large
jug ears sticking out on either side and ribbing to indicate hair. The head
has been painted white. It is similar in style to the carved stone heads
which form the terminals for the upper internal mouldings of some of the
windows of the Augustinian priory (TS075-048002-) which is c. 400m to
the N. It may have come from the Augustinian priory and was incorporated
in this later building.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file
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SMR NO.

TS075-048006

RMP STATUS

Scheduled for inclusion

TOWNLAND

Townparks

PARISH

Caher

BARONY

Iffa and Offa West

I.T.M.

604945, 624848

CLASSIFICATION

Bridge

DIST. FROM
DEVELOPMENT

c. 192m southwest

DESCRIPTION

Immediately N of Cahir Castle, forming the part of Bridge Street which
crosses the River Suir. The bridge at Cahir is depicted in Pacata Hibernia
published in 1633 (O'Grady 1896, vol. 1, 53) and actually consisted of
three sections of bridge which connects the E bank of the Suir, the town
side, with the castle on an island in the river, another section which
connects this island with another island to the N, and a third section which
connects this latter island with the W river bank. The 'Bridge of Cahyr' is
mentioned in the Civil Survey (1654-6) (Simington 1931, vol. 1, 260). The
present bridge, constructed of limestone rubble, still spans these three
sections of the river. It is an 18th-century bridge but may incorporate
earlier fabric. The mid-section is the largest and consists of six round
arches with dressed voussoirs, parapets with rounded-limestone copings
and V-shaped cutwaters upstream to the N. The E section consists of three
segmental arches with dressed voussoirs and cut-limestone copings.

REFERENCE

www.archaeology.ie/ SMR file
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PROTECTING

THE

ARCHAEOLOGICAL

PROTECTION OF CULTURAL HERITAGE

The cultural heritage in Ireland is safeguarded through national and international
policy designed to secure the protection of the cultural heritage resource to the
fullest possible extent (Department of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands 1999,
35). This is undertaken in accordance with the provisions of the European Convention
on the Protection of the Archaeological Heritage (Valletta Convention), ratified by
Ireland in 1997.
THE ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The National Monuments Act 1930 to 2014 and relevant provisions of the National
Cultural Institutions Act 1997 are the primary means of ensuring the satisfactory
protection of archaeological remains, which includes all man-made structures of
whatever form or date except buildings habitually used for ecclesiastical purposes. A
National Monument is described as ‘a monument or the remains of a monument the
preservation of which is a matter of national importance by reason of the historical,
architectural, traditional, artistic or archaeological interest attaching thereto’
(National Monuments Act 1930 Section 2). A number of mechanisms under the
National Monuments Act are applied to secure the protection of archaeological
monuments. These include the Register of Historic Monuments, the Record of
Monuments and Places, and the placing of Preservation Orders and Temporary
Preservation Orders on endangered sites.
OWNERSHIP AND GUARDIANSHIP OF NATIONAL MONUMENTS

The Minister may acquire national monuments by agreement or by compulsory order.
The state or local authority may assume guardianship of any national monument
(other than dwellings). The owners of national monuments (other than dwellings)
may also appoint the Minister or the local authority as guardian of that monument if
the state or local authority agrees. Once the site is in ownership or guardianship of
the state, it may not be interfered with without the written consent of the Minister.
REGISTER OF HISTORIC MONUMENTS

Section 5 of the 1987 Act requires the Minister to establish and maintain a Register of
Historic Monuments. Historic monuments and archaeological areas present on the
register are afforded statutory protection under the 1987 Act. Any interference with
sites recorded on the register is illegal without the permission of the Minister. Two
months’ notice in writing is required prior to any work being undertaken on or in the
vicinity of a registered monument. The register also includes sites under Preservation
Orders and Temporary Preservation Orders. All registered monuments are included in
the Record of Monuments and Places.
PRESERVATION ORDERS AND TEMPORARY PRESERVATION ORDERS

Sites deemed to be in danger of injury or destruction can be allocated Preservation
Orders under the 1930 Act. Preservation Orders make any interference with the site
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illegal. Temporary Preservation Orders can be attached under the 1954 Act. These
perform the same function as a Preservation Order but have a time limit of six
months, after which the situation must be reviewed. Work may only be undertaken
on or in the vicinity of sites under Preservation Orders with the written consent, and
at the discretion, of the Minister.
RECORD OF MONUMENTS AND PLACES

Section 12(1) of the 1994 Act requires the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and
the Islands (now the Minister for the Department of Housing, Local Government and
Heritage) to establish and maintain a record of monuments and places where the
Minister believes that such monuments exist. The record comprises a list of
monuments and relevant places and a map/s showing each monument and relevant
place in respect of each county in the state. All sites recorded on the Record of
Monuments and Places receive statutory protection under the National Monuments
Act 1994. All recorded monuments on the proposed development site are
represented on the accompanying maps.
Section 12(3) of the 1994 Act provides that ‘where the owner or occupier (other than
the Minister for Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the Islands) of a monument or place
included in the Record, or any other person, proposes to carry out, or to cause or
permit the carrying out of, any work at or in relation to such a monument or place, he
or she shall give notice in writing to the Minister of Arts, Heritage, Gaeltacht and the
Islands to carry out work and shall not, except in case of urgent necessity and with the
consent of the Minister, commence the work until two months after giving of notice’.
Under the National Monuments (Amendment) Act 2004, anyone who demolishes or
in any way interferes with a recorded site is liable to a fine not exceeding €3,000 or
imprisonment for up to 6 months. On summary conviction and on conviction of
indictment, a fine not exceeding €10,000 or imprisonment for up to 5 years is the
penalty. In addition, they are liable for costs for the repair of the damage caused.
In addition to this, under the European Communities (Environmental Impact
Assessment) Regulations 1989, Environmental Impact Statements (EIS) are required
for various classes and sizes of development project to assess the impact the
proposed development will have on the existing environment, which includes the
cultural, archaeological and built heritage resources. These document’s
recommendations are typically incorporated into the conditions under which the
proposed development must proceed, and thus offer an additional layer of protection
for monuments which have not been listed on the RMP.
THE PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT ACT 2000

Under planning legislation, each local authority is obliged to draw up a Development
Plan setting out their aims and policies with regard to the growth of the area over a
five-year period. They cover a range of issues including archaeology and built
heritage, setting out their policies and objectives with regard to the protection and
enhancement of both. These policies can vary from county to county. The Planning
and Development Act 2000 recognises that proper planning and sustainable
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development includes the protection of the archaeological heritage. Conditions
relating to archaeology may be attached to individual planning permissions.
South Tipperary County Development Plan 2009 (as extended)

Policy LH16: Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
It is the policy of the Council to safeguard sites, features and objects of archaeological
interest, including monuments on the Sites and Monuments Record (SMR), the
Record of Monuments and Places (as established under Section 12 of the National
Monuments (Amendment) Act, 1994) and archaeological remains found within Zones
of Archaeological Potential (ZAPs) located in historic towns and other urban and rural
areas. In safeguarding such features of archaeological interest, the Council will seek to
secure the preservation (i.e. preservation in situ or in exceptional circumstances
preservation by record) and will have regard to the advice and recommendation of
the Department of Arts, Heritage and the Gaeltacht. Where developments, due to
their location, size or nature, may have implications for archaeological heritage, the
Council may require archaeological assessment to be carried out. This may include for
a requirement for a detailed Visual Impact Assessment of the proposal and how it will
impact on the character or setting of adjoining archaeological features. Such
developments include those that are located at or close to an archaeological
monument or site, those that are extensive in terms of area (1/2 ha or more) or
length (1 kilometre or more), those that may impact the underwater environment and
developments that require an Environmental Impact Statement.
Cahir Local Area Plan 2011 – 2017

Policy ENV 3: Archaeology
It is the policy of the Council to safeguard sites, features and objects of archaeological
interest generally and the Council will protect (in-situ where practicable or as a
minimum, preservation by record) all monuments included in the Record of
Monuments and Places and sites, features and objects of archaeological and historical
interest generally.
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IMPACT ASSESSMENT AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE

POTENTIAL IMPACTS ON ARCHAEOLOGICAL AND HISTORICAL REMAINS

Impacts are defined as ‘the degree of change in an environment resulting from a
development’ (Environmental Protection Agency 2017). They are described as
profound, significant or slight impacts on archaeological remains. They may be
negative, positive or neutral, direct, indirect or cumulative, temporary or permanent.
Impacts can be identified from detailed information about a project, the nature of the
area affected and the range of archaeological and historical resources potentially
affected. Development can affect the archaeological and historical resource of a given
landscape in a number of ways.

viii

•

Permanent and temporary land-take, associated structures, landscape
mounding, and their construction may result in damage to or loss of
archaeological remains and deposits, or physical loss to the setting of historic
monuments and to the physical coherence of the landscape.

•

Archaeological sites can be affected adversely in a number of ways:
disturbance by excavation, topsoil stripping and the passage of heavy
machinery; disturbance by vehicles working in unsuitable conditions; or burial
of sites, limiting accessibility for future archaeological investigation.

•

Hydrological changes in groundwater or surface water levels can result from
construction activities such as de-watering and spoil disposal, or longer-term
changes in drainage patterns. These may desiccate archaeological remains and
associated deposits.

•

Visual impacts on the historic landscape sometimes arise from construction
traffic and facilities, built earthworks and structures, landscape mounding and
planting, noise, fences and associated works. These features can impinge
directly on historic monuments and historic landscape elements as well as
their visual amenity value.

•

Landscape measures such as tree planting can damage sub-surface
archaeological features, due to topsoil stripping and through the root action of
trees and shrubs as they grow.

•

Ground consolidation by construction activities or the weight of permanent
embankments can cause damage to buried archaeological remains, especially
in colluviums or peat deposits.

•

Disruption due to construction also offers in general the potential for
adversely affecting archaeological remains. This can include machinery, site
offices, and service trenches.
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Although not widely appreciated, positive impacts can accrue from developments.
These can include positive resource management policies, improved maintenance and
access to archaeological monuments, and the increased level of knowledge of a site or
historic landscape as a result of archaeological assessment and fieldwork.
PREDICTED IMPACTS

The severity of a given level of land-take or visual intrusion varies with the type of
monument, site or landscape features and its existing environment. Severity of impact
can be judged taking the following into account:
•

The proportion of the feature affected and how far physical characteristics
fundamental to the understanding of the feature would be lost;

•

Consideration of the type, date, survival/condition, fragility/vulnerability,
rarity, potential and amenity value of the feature affected;

•

Assessment of the levels of noise, visual and hydrological impacts, either in
general or site-specific terms, as may be provided by other specialists.
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MITIGATION MEASURES AND THE CULTURAL HERITAGE

POTENTIAL MITIGATION STRATEGIES FOR CULTURAL HERITAGE REMAINS

Mitigation is defined as features of the design or other measures of the proposed
development that can be adopted to avoid, prevent, reduce or offset negative effects.
The best opportunities for avoiding damage to archaeological remains or intrusion on
their setting and amenity arise when the site options for the development are being
considered. Damage to the archaeological resource immediately adjacent to
developments may be prevented by the selection of appropriate construction
methods. Reducing adverse effects can be achieved by good design, for example by
screening historic buildings or upstanding archaeological monuments or by burying
archaeological sites undisturbed rather than destroying them. Offsetting adverse
effects is probably best illustrated by the full investigation and recording of
archaeological sites that cannot be preserved in situ.
DEFINITION OF MITIGATION STRATEGIES
ARCHAEOLOGICAL RESOURCE

The ideal mitigation for all archaeological sites is preservation in situ. This is not
always a practical solution, however. Therefore, a series of recommendations are
offered to provide ameliorative measures where avoidance and preservation in situ
are not possible.
Archaeological Test Trenching can be defined as ‘a limited programme of intrusive
fieldwork which determines the presence or absence of archaeological features,
structures, deposits, artefacts or ecofacts within a specified area or site on land, intertidal zone or underwater. If such archaeological remains are present field evaluation
defines their character, extent, quality and preservation, and enables an assessment
of their worth in a local, regional, national or international context as appropriate’
(CIfA 2020a).
Full Archaeological Excavation can be defined as ‘a programme of controlled, intrusive
fieldwork with defined research objectives which examines, records and interprets
archaeological deposits, features and structures and, as appropriate, retrieves
artefacts, ecofacts and other remains within a specified area or site on land, intertidal zone or underwater. The records made and objects gathered during fieldwork
are studied and the results of that study published in detail appropriate to the project
design’ (CIfA 2020b).
Archaeological Monitoring can be defined as ‘a formal programme of observation and
investigation conducted during any operation carried out for non-archaeological
reasons. This will be within a specified area or site on land, inter-tidal zone or
underwater, where there is a possibility that archaeological deposits may be
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disturbed or destroyed. The programme will result in the preparation of a report and
ordered archive (CIfA 2020c).
Underwater Archaeological Assessment consists of a programme of works carried out
by a specialist underwater archaeologist, which can involve wade surveys, metal
detection surveys and the excavation of test pits within the sea or riverbed. These
assessments are able to access and assess the potential of an underwater
environment to a much higher degree than terrestrial based assessments.
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Plate 1: Proposed development area fronting onto Church Street, facing east

Plate 2: Rear of former hotel, facing west

Plate 3: Proposed development area, facing south

Plate 4: Eastern boundary to development area, facing southeast
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Plate 5: Post-medieval southern boundary wall, facing west-southwest

Plate 7: Scarped area within the southwest corner of the site, facing east
Plate 6: Rear of post-medieval structures along the southwest boundary,
facing south-southwest
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