South Tipperary: Active Travel Towns
Clonmel, Carrick-on-Suir, Tipperary,
Cashel & Cahir
Walking and Cycling Strategy
Final Report: August 2013

QM
Issue/revision

Draft Issue 2

Final

Draft Issue 1
Issue/revision
Remarks

Version 1

Version 2

Version 3

Date

December 4th 2012

February 22nd 2013

August 2013

Authorised by

Kieran Boyle

Kieran Boyle

Kieran Boyle

2012P023

2012P023

2012P023

Signature
File reference

Contact Details:
Kieran Boyle Consulting
12 Camden Row
Dublin 8
Phone: +353(0)14790570
Mobile: +353(0)877977722
www.kieranboyleconsulting.ie
Registered in Ireland 453860

Contents
1

Vision and Objectives

1

2

Current Travel Behaviour

9

3

Consultation

16

4

Behavioural Change Initiatives

17

5

Clonmel Recommendations

20

6

Carrick-on-Suir Recommendations

29

7

Tipperary Recommendations

37

8

Cashel Recommendations

42

9

Cahir Recommendations

48

10

Targets, Monitoring and Evaluation

53

Appendix A: Clonmel Maps and Drawings
Appendix B: Carrick on Suir Maps
Appendix C: Tipperary Maps
Appendix D: Cashel Maps
Appendix E: Cahir Maps

ii
South Tipperary Active Travel Towns: Walking and Cycling Strategy Final August 2013

1

1.1

Vision and Objectives

INTRODUCTION

This is the Walking and Cycling Strategy for the five key towns of South Tipperary – Clonmel, Carrickon-Suir, Tipperary, Cashel and Cahir. This document will be finalised after consultation with all
stakeholders with an interest in walking and cycling and thereafter will be used as a guidance document
for the development of each of the five towns as an Active Travel Town.
This Strategy has been prepared by the South Tipperary County Council and Kieran Boyle Consulting
together with the Borough Council of Clonmel and the Town Councils of Carrick on Suir, Tipperary and
Cashel. The Strategy is being funding from the Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport and will
guide investment in initiatives and infrastructure improvements, as funding allows, and with the active
participation of the communities in each town.
This Strategy is set out in the following format:
Section 1

Sets out the vision and objectives of the strategy together with reference to
the National Cycle Manual and the Strategic Environmental Assessment.

Section 2

Outlines the analysis carried out for each town in terms of the current travel
behaviour.

Section 3

Outlines the consultation that has taken place to date.

Section 4

Sets out the behavioural change initiatives that will be implemented in each
town.

Sections 5 to 9

Set out the characteristics and infrastructural recommendations for each town
including a prioritised and costed implementation plan for each urban area.

Section 10

Summarises the targets for mode share and behavioural change initiatives
together with the monitoring and evaluation process for the Strategy.

Appendices A to E

The maps for each town are contained in Appendices A to E for ease of
reference.

The delivery of the Walking and Cycling Strategy will be coordinated by the County Council and the
Smarter Travel Officer will assume overall responsibility for the delivery of the Strategy in each of the
five towns.
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1.2

VISION

Vision
Clonmel, Carrick on Suir, Tipperary, Cashel and Cahir will be developed as Active Travel Towns
through the implementation of a Walking and Cycling Strategy for each town that will promote
behavioural change, provide safe and convenient walking and cycling routes and will improve
the health and quality of life of everybody in the community.
The Strategy will be based on the development of complementary behavioural change initiatives and
improvements to walking and cycling infrastructure in each of the towns. Behavioural change measures
will include school travel plans, workplace travel plans and the development of an Active Travel Town
Forum in each of the five towns. The phased implementation of infrastructure improvement works will
prioritise walking and cycling for travel to work, education, shopping and day to day business in the
towns whilst also providing high quality routes for leisure and fitness activities.
The Strategy has been developed with a view to the future development of each town as set out in their
respective development plans as listed below. This will ensure that as each town develops the
provision of walking and cycling infrastructure will also develop as an integrated network of routes that
will serve the desire routes for short trips within the towns.
x

Draft South Tipperary Sustainable Transport Strategy 2012

x

Clonmel Town & Environs Development Plan 2008

x

Clonmel Town & Environs Draft Development Plan 2013

x

Clonmel Traffic Management Plan 2006

x

Clonmel & Environs Outline Walking & Cycling Strategy
2012-2019

x

Carrick-on-Suir Development Plan 2008

x

Cashel Public Realm Plan 2008

x

Tipperary Town and Environs Development Plan 2007

x

Tipperary Town Draft Development Plan 2012.

x

Cashel Town and Environs Development Plan 2009

x

Cahir Local Area Plan 2011
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1.3

POLICY CONTEXT

SmarterTravel
The SmarterTravel policy was adopted by the Department of Transport in 2009 and forms the primary
policy context for the Walking and Cycling Strategy. Smarter Travel has brought sustainable travel to
the forefront of public policy and represents a new paradigm in Transport policy for Ireland which, for
the first time, places walking and cycling at the centre of transport policy and infrastructure delivery.

National Cycle Policy Framework
As part of the policy, the National Cycle Policy Framework (NCPF) was developed; this sets a national
target of 10% of all trips being made by bike in 2020 and a vision to create a strong cycling culture in
Ireland. Achieving these targets will require, in particular, road and cycleway improvements within the
urban areas, including revisions to speed limits, junction improvements and the reallocation of road
space to safely accommodate cyclists. Educational and marketing programmes aimed at promoting the
health and economic benefits of walking and cycling will help encourage the mindset shift required to
achieve this aim.
Active Travel Towns
Following on from the Smarter Travel policy in early 2012 the Government announced the Active Travel
Towns 5 year multi-annual funding support programme. The scheme is principally for the strategic
development of strategies and infrastructures to support walking and cycling in towns outside the
Greater Dublin Area. In order to apply for funding under this programme each town must firstly develop
a walking and cycling strategy that sets out a coherent action plan to deliver both behavioural change
initiatives and infrastructural improvements.
The Government recognises that to achieve its target of 10% of all trips being made by bike and the
overall modal shift noted within Smarter Travel will require a focus on population and employment
centres. The principal objective of Active Travel Towns is to achieve modal shift from car to either
walking or cycling. This objective will be delivered through the following:
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Active Travel Town Objectives
The provision of safer routes for people to travel by bike or on foot
A reduction in short-distance car journeys through the availability of good quality travel
information and alternative infrastructure
Community involvement
Improved walking and cycling access to public transport
Tie-in with schools/colleges and workplace plans both through existing programmes and new
linkages.

The Smarter Travel policy and the Active Travel Town programme is about changing unsustainable
habits in travel patterns and reducing the health and environmental impacts of current travel patterns.
Achieving the vision and goals of the policy and programme will lead to improved communities, a more
efficient economy, a healthier and more active population and improved quality of life for all.
South Tipperary Walking and Cycling Strategy
The South Tipperary Walking and Cycling Strategy is a direct response to the Active Travel Town
programme and the strategy is based on providing both infrastructural improvements and initiatives to
change personal travel behaviour in order to achieve a modal shift away from car usage to the more
sustainable modes of walking and cycling.
Infrastructural improvements will be delivered in a focussed way that will improve the existing network
by removing barriers, improving the connectivity of the network and providing quality links connecting
the communities to key destinations. These should be delivered per the ‘Hierarchy of Solutions’ as
noted within the National Cycling Policy Framework and National Cycle Manual (see section 1.5 below).
Initiatives should not just focus on travel for school, work or shopping purposes, but should also link into
and encourage active travel for leisure and recreational purposes. Lapsed cyclists are more likely to
begin cycling again for leisure purposes than for commuting, and once they begin cycling for leisure it is
more likely people will cycle for everyday usage.
Examples of SmarterTravel in Ireland
Limerick, Westport and Dungarvan are examples of towns in Ireland where Smarter Travel is being
delivered on the ground. These towns are the designated Smarter Travel Areas that have been
allocated funding over a five year period from 2012 to 2016 to implement behavioural change initiatives
and infrastructural improvement projects.
Examples of what is being delivered in Dungarvan can be seen on GoDungarvan website
www.godungarvan.ie. Dungarvan has received €7.2m in funding for their programme which is based on
the integration of a behavioural change campaign and the development of infrastructure to support the
move from the car to more sustainable transport modes.

4
South Tipperary Active Travel Towns: Walking and Cycling Strategy Final August 2013

1.4

SOUTH TIPPERARY WALKING AND CYCLING STRATEGY: OBJECTIVES

Based on the overarching objectives of the Active Travel Town Programme more specific objectives
have been derived as follows:
South Tipperary Walking and Cycling Strategies Objectives


Improve walking and cycling facilities for short trips



Promote walking and cycling as the primary means of travel for shorter trips



Improve safety on roads for cycling



Improve walking and cycling access to public transport



Promote walking and cycling as the main forms of travel for education



Sustain and enhance local retail vitality and tourism



Provide improved facilities for recreational walking and cycling



Promote behavioural change to more sustainable modes of travel other than the
private car



Develop cross community and cross sectoral support and participation in Active Travel

The communities in each of the five towns will benefit in terms of health, social capital and reduced
dependency on unsustainable levels of car travel. Each town will benefit in terms of improved amenities
and opportunities for enhanced retail and tourism vitality along with improved community spirit.
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1.5

NATIONAL CYCLE MANUAL

The National Transport Authority’s publication ‘The National Cycle Manual’
provides the guidance for designing for cyclists. It states the importance of
correct design at all levels of the network, from strategic level to route level
and during detailed design.
At a strategic level, it is important to ensure that the cycle network planning
is embedded and consistent with other plans such as Development Plans
and Traffic Management Plans. At a route level it is about ensuring that
cycle routes are properly aligned, are wide enough, offer the appropriate
Quality of Service and provide the optimum balance between various modes
of transport and street functions.
At a route level the key objectives of the design should include:
x

Providing as high a level of Quality of Service as possible.

x

Providing consistently for cyclists – minimising changes from one type of link to another and
making the overall facility predictable and legible.

x

Designing junctions where cyclists are safely integrated with the main traffic flow.

The National Cycle Manual, along with the National Cycle Policy Framework, recommends that
designers follow the Hierarchy of Provision when determining the appropriate cycle facility required in
urban area. It recommends that designers consider the following steps in hierarchal order.
Table 1.1: National Cycle Manual Hierarchy of Provision
Consider First

Traffic reduction
Traffic calming
Junction treatment and traffic management
Redistribution of carriageway
Cycle lanes and cycle tracks

Consider Last

Cycleways

Designers should consider providing for cyclists within a mixed traffic environment first, by reducing
traffic volumes and traffic speeds and making the network safer for cyclists. Only after this should
designers consider other measures that segregate cyclists and traffic.
Links are the physical infrastructure that connects people from their origin to their destination. There are
many types of link options available; the choice of link will depend on the space required and available,
the traffic speeds and volumes and budget. The main types of links are summarised in the Table 1.2
below.
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Table 1.2: National Cycle Manual Main Types of Cycle Links
Link Type

Description

Mixed Street

Cyclists share the road space
with vehicular traffic. Works best
in low traffic single lane
environments.

Cycle Lanes –

Lanes on the carriageway that
are either exclusively or primarily
for the passage of cyclists.

Mandatory Lanes
Advisory Lanes

Example

Mandatory cycle lanes are
marked by a solid white line that
prohibits motorised traffic from
entering the lane.
Advisory lanes are used where
there is insufficient residual road
space for mandatory. They are
marked by a dashed white line
that permits motorised traffic to
enter the lane.

Cycle Tracks

Cycle tracks are physically
segregated
from
motorised
traffic, achieved either through
the provision of a kerb or
bollards.

Cycleway / Greenway

Cycleways are routes that are
only for use by cyclists.
Greenways are routes that are
generally only for use by cyclists
and pedestrians.
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1.6

STRATEGIC ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT

The Strategy has been subject to formal Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) and Appropriate
Assessment (AA) during its preparation to determine if there would be any significant adverse impacts
on the environment or any Natura 2000 sites as a result of the implementation of the Strategy. During
this process the following relevant Environmental Authorities were consulted:
x

The Minister for Environment, Community and Local Government

x

The Minister for Communications, Energy and Natural Resources

x

The Environmental Protection Agency

x

National Parks and Wildlife Service

It was found that significant impacts on the environment were not likely to occur as a result of the
implementation of the Strategy. However, consideration will be given to protection of the environment
during the implementation of any of the measures outlined in the Strategy and any project that is likely
to have an impact on the environment will be subject to SEA and AA Screening before the project
commences. Particular consideration will be given to:

x

The protection of national and international designated sites,

x

Incorporation and enhancement of existing green infrastructure,

x

The protection and management of ecological corridors and linkages,

x

The control and management of invasive species.

A copy of the AA and SEA Screening Decisions in respect of this Strategy are available to view on-line
at www.southtippcoco.ie.
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2

2.1

Current Travel Behaviour

CENSUS DATA

As illustrated on Figure 2.1, Clonmel is the largest of the five towns, with a total population of 17,900,
both Carrick-on-Suir and Tipperary have populations in the 5,000 – 6,000 range, whilst Cahir and
Cashel have populations close to 4,000.

Figure 2.1: Town Populations and Locations
The Travel to work/ school/ college information from the 2011 Census data provides details on the
levels of walking and cycling within each of the towns. Cashel and Tipperary have similar levels of
walking and cycling. At 27-28%, the quantum of walking recorded within the two towns is good, however
at only 1% the percentage of people cycling at low. In Cahir, Clonmel and Carrick-on-Suir the
percentage of people walking is significantly lower, with a level of 21% in Carrick-on-Suir and only 17%
within Clonmel and Cahir. Again, the percentage of people cycling within the three towns is only 1-2%.
Although the 2011 Census doesn’t provide actual journey distance, the journey time is a good indication
of the number of journeys within walking and cycling distance. Journeys of less than 15 minutes are
likely to be under the 10km, and these journeys represent the greatest opportunity for achieving a
modal shift from car driver/passenger towards walking and cycling.
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The majority of trips made from all of the towns are within the ‘under 15 minutes’ duration, with the
highest percentage of 59% recorded within Clonmel and the lowest 53% recorded within Carrick-onSuir. Given the high percentage of short distance trips within all of the towns, there is a significant
potential to achieve a modal shift towards cycling and walking. It is noteworthy that although Clonmel
has the highest percentage of trips under 15 minutes it has the lowest mode share for walking
More details on the results from the Travel to work/school/college section of the 2011 Census data is
given within the tables below.
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Table 2.2: Clonmel Travel Behaviour (2011 Census)

Modal Split from 2011 Census

Duration of Journey to Work

Clonmel – Large town with close to 18,000 population with a number of significant employment sites. The N24
forms a notable barrier between the town centre on the southern side and the larger employment sites and
residential areas on the northern side.
At 17%, the modal share for Walking is low and Cycling only accounts for 1% of the trips to work/school/college,
giving a combined Walking + Cycling modal share of 18%. At 48% the modal share for Car Driver is the highest
of the five towns, and Car Passenger is at 25%.
Approximately 59% of the journeys to work/school/college made from Clonmel are less than 15 minutes, with
25% of the journeys within 15-30 minutes.
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Table 2.2: Carrick-on-Suir Travel Behaviour (2011 Census)

Modal Split from 2011 Census

Duration of Journey to Work

Carrick–on–Suir – With a population of just under 6,000 Carrick on Suir is a relatively compact town. Located
on the River Suir the majority of the town live north of the river. The N24 and Limerick to Waterford Rail line
traverse the town north of the town centre both impacting on accessibility within the town. Access to the town
centre from south of the river is limited by the two bridge crossings.
At 21%, the modal share for Walking is the second lowest of the five towns. Cycling only accounts for 1% of the
trips to work/school/college, giving a combined Walking + Cycling modal share of 22%. The modal share for Car
Driver is 38% and the modal share for Car Passenger is 21%. At 13% the modal share for bus usage is notable.
Approximately 53% of the journeys to work/school/college made from Carrick-on-Suir are less than 15 minutes,
with 21% of the journeys within 15-30 minutes and further 20% within 30-45 minutes.
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Table 2.3: Tipperary Town Travel Behaviour (2011 Census)

Modal Split from 2011 Census

Duration of Journey to Work

Tipperary Town – Compact town with a population of over 5,000. With a flat topography, the town centre is
dominated by N24 transport corridor that runs through the centre of the town.
At 28%, the modal share for Walking is the highest of the five towns, Cycling only accounts for 1% of the trips to
work/school/college, giving a combined Walking + Cycling modal share of 29%. The modal share for Car Driver
is 39% and the modal share for Car Passenger is 22%.
Approximately 58% of the journeys to work/school/college made from Tipperary town are less than 15 minutes,
with 20% of the journeys within 15-30 minutes.
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Table 2.4: Cashel Travel Behaviour (2011 Census)

Modal Split from 2011 Census

Duration of Journey to Work

Cashel – With a population of just over 4,000 Cashel is signified by the Rock of Cashel located in the north of
the town. Bypassed by the M8 and N74 the majority of the town’s population live to the south or east of the town
centre. A compact town, it is notable for its flat topography and lack of severance by either major roads or rivers.
At 27%, the modal share for Walking is only slight less than Tipperary Town which has the highest walking
modal share. Cycling within the town only accounts for 1%, giving a combined Walking and Cycling modal share
of 28%. The modal share for Car Driver is 45% and the modal share for Car Passenger is 17%.
Approximately 58% of the journeys to work/school/college made from Cashel are less than 15 minutes, with 28%
of the journeys within 15-30 minutes.
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Table 2.5: Cahir Travel Behaviour (2011 Census)

Modal Split from 2011 Census

Duration of Journey to Work

Cahir– The smallest of the five towns with a population of approximately 3,500 Cahir is a compact town with
gentle gradients on most roads. The River Suir forms a barrier for east-west movements within the town. The
Town Square forms the main focal point of the town which with Cahir Castle located nearby on the banks of the
river.
At 17%, the modal share for Walking is low, Cycling within the town only accounts for 2%, giving a combined
Walking and Cycling modal share of 19%. The modal share for Car Driver is 44% and the modal share for Car
Passenger is 27%.
Approximately 56% of the journeys to work/school/college made from Cahir are less than 15 minutes, with 30%
of the journeys within 15-30 minutes.
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3

Consultation

This strategy has taken account of public consultation that was carried out both prior to and following the
publication of the draft strategy in February 2013. Public consultation feedback in relation to walking and cycling
has been received from a wide range of organisations and age groups. The provision of safe cycling facilities is
a constant issue that arises and there have been many requests for the development of walking and cycling
strategies and the creation of fully connected walking and cycle networks in the towns.
Where cycle lanes or tracks have been provided these are sometimes criticised as being discontinuous whilst
opinion varies regarding the most desirable form of cycling provision as road cycle lanes, off road cycle tracks or
just better road surfacing. Traffic speed is a recurring issue for both pedestrians and cyclists and the general
issue of road safety is repeated time and again in the consultation responses. Mitigation measures requested
include traffic calming and reductions in speed limits.
The development of amenity walking and cycling loops was requested by a large number of consultees. This
request was often made in the context of the development of longer distance cycling routes throughout the
county including on and off road trails that extend into the various mountain ranges. Whilst these longer distance
routes are not detailed in this Strategy they would form part of a countywide Active Leisure and Tourism Plan
that forms one of the behavioural change initiatives of the Strategy (see Section 4).
Specific requests have been made to involve a broad cross section of community groups and bodies
representing sporting groups, tourism, health and business to become active participants in the Active Travel
Town initiative. The benefits of this participation are seen as manifold including resources, local knowledge and
access to various funding streams.
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Behavioural Change Initiatives

4

4.1

ACTIVE TRAVEL TOWN FORUM

The Active Travel Town initiative will succeed with active community involvement in the development,
implementation, refinement and maintenance of the soft measures and infrastructural improvements. The
initiative will also benefit from active cross sectoral participation from sectors including health, tourism and
business. Bringing the community and these sectors together will encourage behavioural change across
all age groups and for all trip purposes.
The development of an Active Travel Town Forum in each town, coordinated and managed by the Town
Councils and County Council will provide the platform for the active participation of all stakeholders.
Specifically the Forum would include groups and entities such as the HSE, Failte Ireland, Local Tourism
Groups, Business Associations, Larger Public and Private Sector Employers, Disability Groups,
Community Groups, Schools, Third Level Education Facilities, South Tipperary Sports Partnership, South
Tipperary Development Company, Teagasc, Walking Groups, Cycling Groups and other relevant bodies
and groups.
The Forum will ensure that the Walking and Cycling Strategies are being fully developed from an
economic, health, social and leisure perspective. The involvement of local, regional and national bodies
will facilitate the strategies to continue to be developed as bespoke to the local towns and their environs
whilst ensuring they are derived in terms of regional and national policy and initiatives. This will also
ensure that the strategies will capitalise on all opportunities to fund and co-fund projects and initiatives.
The Active Travel Forums will be established in 2013. The initial focus will be to develop cross sectoral
and cross community opportunities that will further enhance the recommendations set out in this strategy
document. The Forums will act as the main advocates of active travel in the towns and their hinterlands
and will be maintained as the on-going collaborative body for the continued development of the Active
Travel Towns.
The Forum will be the overarching behavioural change initiative that will focus on four specific
behavioural change strategies;
x

School Travel Plans

x

Workplace Travel Plans

x

Retail Active Travel Plans

x

Active Leisure and Tourism Plan

These four strategy areas are outlined below. The various stakeholders will focus on strategy areas
relevant to the area and sector of interest. Through the co-ordination of the Smart Travel Officer, the
Plans will be applicable on a countywide and town level. In particular, the Active Leisure and Tou rism
Plan will incorporate the interconnection of all leisure and tourist trails within the county
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4.2

SCHOOL TRAVEL PLANS

School Travel Plans are a key initiative to encourage behavioural
change among schoolchildren. Effecting behavioural change at an
early age will have a major impact on long term travel behaviour. It is a
key objective of the strategy to develop a culture of travel to school by
walking and cycling amongst all schoolchildren that live within walking
and cycling distance of their local school. In addition the school travel
plans will aim to incorporate various initiatives that will engender
parental involvement in terms of education and encouragement of
sustainable travel to school.
The development of the travel plans will also determine specific
infrastructure improvements that can be implemented in the vicinity of
schools to improve access and provide safer routes to schools. These
specific measures will complement the improvements to the primary
walking and cycling network set out in this strategy. The school travel
plans will be developed with the assistance of the County Council in
the context of the Green Schools Travel Programme.
All schools in the towns will be encouraged to develop a school travel plan regardless of whether or not
they are involved in the Green Schools Programme. Schools can avail of the significant database of
information on the Programme and the guidance set out in the ‘Toolkit for School Travel (National
Transport Authority)’ to develop their bespoke travel plans that will incorporate walking and cycling
initiatives together with initiatives to develop more sustainable travel for those who need to travel by car.
The latter would include car-pooling, car sharing and park and stride opportunities. The plans should be
coordinated between schools to ensure, in particular, that any infrastructural improvements derive the
maximum benefit for all schools.

4.3

WORKPLACE TRAVEL PLANS

Workplace travel plans will be a cornerstone of behavioural change in
the towns and will be developed on two levels. Larger employers will be
encouraged and assisted by the Council to develop stand-alone travel
plans and all employers with a workforce of, say, fifty or more employees
would be included in this category. The County Council and Town
Councils will be one of the initial organisations to put in place a
workplace travel plan and larger public sector employers in each of the
towns will also be targeted in the initial phase of workplace travel plans.
Large private sector employers will also be central to the development of
plans and in particular Clonmel will be a focus for this initiative. Clonmel
is home to major employers such as Abbott Vascular, Boston Scientific,
Bulmers and Flancare. These businesses are located within the Clonmel
urban area and the development of workplace plans for these
businesses would make a significant impact in terms of changing travel
behaviour to work.
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The second level of workplace travel planning would be among smaller employers below fifty staff. In
order to encourage participation in the programme a workplace travel network would be established by
the Council that would include both larger and smaller employers with the main objective of informing and
encouraging the smaller employers to become part of an overall workplace travel plan for the town. The
network would facilitate employers to identify the opportunities and measures that would be applicable to
their size and type of business.
The development of the workplace travel plans would be informed by the smarter travel workplaces
initiative and this will be the main source of information that would initiate workplace travel planning in the
town. Similar to the school travel plans the workplace plans will be complemented by the infrastructural
improvements that will provide safer and more convenient routes for travel to work. Guidance on the
delivery of the travel plans will also be referenced from the recently published ‘Achieving Effective
Workplace Travel Plans – Guidance for Local Authorities (National Transport Authority)’

4.4

RETAIL ACTIVE TRAVEL PLANS

A significant amount of local trips in the five towns are to town centre shops and stand-alone shopping
centres. The majority of these trips are made by car and contribute significantly to traffic volumes and
traffic congestion on the town’s road and street networks. A Retail Active Travel Plan will be developed
for each of the towns with the objective of promoting and facilitating increased retail trips on foot and
bicycle.
Town centre retail business owners and shopping centre management companies will be key
collaborators in developing these Plans. In terms of town centre shopping the focus will be on issues
such as the convenient provision of secure cycle parking on the primary shopping streets. Located in
clusters the strategic location of this parking will be designed to offer an advantage to cycle trips over car
trips where the driver is likely to have to park more remotely from the main shopping locations. Other
initiatives such as limiting signage and other clutter on the main footpaths in the town centre would also
facilitate increased walking and cycling trips.

4.5

ACTIVE LEISURE AND TOURISM PLAN

The last numbers of years have seen a significant increase among the general population in participation
in walking, cycling and running as leisure activities. At the same time there has been a significant
increase in the development of walking and cycling trails throughout the country attracting local users and
tourists alike. Within each of the five towns are opportunities to develop local amenity routes that in many
cases can be linked to existing or proposed longer distance trails. For example the development of th e
River Suir towpath between Clonmel and Carrick on Suir could be developed as part of the national cycle
route between Clonmel and Waterford whilst Tipperary town can be linked southwards to the existing
walking trails in the Glen of Aherlow.
The development of an Active Leisure and Tourism Plan for South Tipperary would have the objective of
creating a county wide network of local, regional and national walking and cycling trails and promoting
these trails as local amenities and as a tourism offer in the County. Key stakeholders in developing this
Plan would come from the health, tourism and sports sectors including the Health Services Executive
(HSE), Local Tourism Groups, Failte Ireland, Local Sports Groups and the South Tipperary Development
Company.
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5

5.1

Clonmel Recommendations

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS

Clonmel is the largest of the five towns and the county town. It has a sizeable population of almost
18,000 people and is a major employment base for the region. Based on its scale and strategic
importance Clonmel should be the exemplar Active Travel Town for South Tipperary and the town’s
wider catchment area. The location of major employers in the town, many to the north of the N24
creates an opportunity to create a major change in travel behaviour to work, in particular among the
sizable proportion of the town’s working population that works in the town and are thus commuting
distances that are amenable to walking and cycling.
The town is characterised by the severance of the river Suir and the N24. The N24 is the key national
route traversing South Tipperary from Waterford to Limerick. Bypassing the town centre has
significantly mitigated the impact of the N24 on local trip making in Clonmel but, with large
employment sites and a notable proportion of the town’s population located north of the N24, the
national route is still a barrier to some movement. Whilst the river is a physical barrier to local trip
making the relative lack of development south of the river mitigates this potential constraint.
The strategy for Clonmel takes specific reference from the following:
x

Draft Clonmel & Environs Development Plan (2013)

x

Clonmel & Environs Outline Walking & Cycling Strategy 2012-2019 and the

x

Clonmel Traffic Management Study of 2006.

The latter sets out a series of recommendations in the town centre including footpath and junction
improvements that reinforce the general quality of accessibility and permeability for pedestrians and
cyclists. In terms of cyclists, the town centre streetscape can be considered as mixed street provision
wherein cyclists can safely mix with general traffic within the existing streetscape.

O’Connell Street: Existing two way at Main Guard
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Footpath provision throughout the town is of a generally good quality and continuous footpath
provision prevails on key routes. Topography within the town is relatively flat, particularly in the east to
west direction. There are some notable gradients on radial routes into the town from the north along
the Cashel and Fethard Roads however these gradients should not preclude increased trip making on
bike along these routes.

Figure 5.1: Walking and Cycling distances in Clonmel

The other four Active Travel Towns are relatively compact in scale and travel distances are relatively
short and, for the most part, within desirable walking distance. Clonmel however, by virtue of its scale,
is a town that would benefit in particular from cycling infrastructure improvements such as cycle lanes
and tracks. Figure 6.1 illustrates the overall travel distances within the town. Within the town centre all
trips are under 2km and therefore can easily be made on foot or a very short cycle trip. Travel
distances across town are up to 5km. These distances are of a scale whereby people would need the
alternative of cycling to make a local trip within a relatively short time.
Clonmel is located on two sections of the proposed National Cycle Network, namely Corridor 4 from
Clonmel to Waterford and Corridor 10 from Naas to Mallow. The development of these routes would
significantly add to the local amenity of the town and for the town to develop its potential as a regional
cycling hub. The town also has an established Sli na Slainte route, as shown on Figure 7.2, which
offers a 5km walking route in the town centre area.
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Figure 5.2: Clonmel Sli na Slainte Route

5.2

TRIP ORIGINS AND ATTRACTORS

The main trip attractors are shown on Map 5.1 whilst the main areas of population are illustrated on
Map 5.2. The vast majority of the town’s residents live on the north side of the river. Over 3,000
people live in the west of the town in the vicinity of the Cahir Road, Western Road and Glenconnor
Road. A further 3,500 live between the town centre and N24 on Heywood Road, Cashel Road and
Prior Park Road. To the east of the town centre, within the N24, is a population of over 2,000. The
town centre is home to approximately 2,000 people whilst a notable population of approximately 3,500
lives north of the N24 on the Cashel and Fethard Roads. Less than 1,000 of the town’s residents live
south of the river.
The town is a major employment base with the majority of the large employment areas located on the
edge of town, in particular north of the N24 at Ard Gaoithe Business Park and Carrigeen Business
Park and Gortnafleur Road. The C&C Group Bulmers site is located to the east of the town on the
Waterford Road employing over 200 staff. Boston Scientific and Abbott Vascular, both located on the
north edge of the town on the Cashel Road employ almost 2,500 people in total.
The town is served by five secondary schools, three of which are situated to the south of the river.
These three schools, Loreto Secondary School, Tipperary VEC and Presentation Secondary School,
account for over 1,000 pupils. The remaining two schools, Central Technical Institute and Ardscoil Na
mBraithre, are located to the north of the river and accommodate 900 pupils in total. The town also
has two third level colleges, Limerick IT and Tipperary VEC, located along the Cashel Road and Old
Waterford Road respectively.
There are eight primary schools within the town, seven of which are located on the north side of the
town. Presentation Primary School is the only school located to the south of the river, and serves 235
pupils. Five of the primary schools to the north of the town are located in and around the town centre
and they accommodate for over 1,000 pupils in total.
There are two hospitals located within the town, both very close to each other. St Luke’s hospital and
South Tipperary hospital are situated along Western Road and are accessed by this road also. They
are located just outside the town centre to the North West. There are also a number of medical
practices within and around the town centre.
The bus and rail station are located on Thomas Street adjacent Prior Park Road. This is the local
public transport hub for the town and its environs.
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5.3

RECOMMENDATIONS

The recommendations for Clonmel have been developed with specific reference to the Draft Clonmel
& Environs Development Plan (2013) and the Clonmel Traffic Management Study (2006). The
recommendations are illustrated on Map 5.3 and Map 5.4 and listed on Table 5.1. Map 5.3 illustrates
the walking and cycling recommendations along the key radial routes such as the Cashel Road and
Cahir Road and along the main N24 orbital route. Map 5.4 focuses on the town centre including the
potential Greenway development along the river.
Radial and Orbital Routes
The main network improvements would include the east to west route across the town from the Cahir
Road and Western Road through to the main cluster of schools in the vicinity of Queen Street and the
town centre. The development of cycle lanes and tracks on the Cashel Road into the town centre
would be another main project for development to provide a quality link to the major employers to the
north of the town and to link the main residential areas on this road.

R688 Cashel Road: Corridor width for cycle tracks

The crossing of the N24 is a key consideration for this route and any other routes crossing the national
route. The junctions on this route are subject to a separate on-going study to improve traffic capacity
at the main junctions on the route. As a route that bisects the urban area of an Active Travel Town of
the scale of Clonmel, the need to facilitate the safe and convenient crossing of pedestrians and
cyclists across the N24 must also be prioritised with any objective of maintaining or increasing traffic
capacity.
The current development of 2km off road walking and cycling route on the southern side of the N24
from the western end of the N24 relief road at Poppyfields to Heywood Road should be extended to
the eastern end of the relief road. This will create an amenity loop across the north of the town that will
be heavily used as both a route connecting to the employment areas in the north of the town and as
an amenity for walkers, joggers and cyclists alike.
Developing improved linkages to the schools south of the river is also an important recommendation.
This will incorporate the development of cycle lanes on the R671 bridge crossing and the introduction
of traffic calming on the Dungarvan Road and Raheen Road which run east west across the southern
edge of the town.
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Within the residential area to the east of the town centre King Street, Slievenamon Road and O’Rahilly
Avenue are important through routes from the N24 to the town centre and the Showgrounds. This is a
long established residential area with residential frontage along most of the street fronts. The three
through streets should be developed as mixed use streets taking congnisance of the existing traffic
calming on King Street and Slievenamon Road. The railway over bridge, north of the junction of Tivoli
Road and Slievenamon Road is an important pedestrian route but there is no footpath provision on
the bridge. Footpath provision on one side of the roadway should be developed with appropriate
traffic management to facilitate one traffic lane on the bridge.
Town Centre
The town centre street network is broadly conducive to walking and mixed street provision for cycling.
As outlined in Section 5.1 recommendations set out in the Clonmel Traffic Management Study will
further develop walking and cycling provision in the town centre. These recommendations were
adopted by the Borough Council and are currently being implemented on a phased basis follow ing the
completion of the flood relief works.
The Traffic Management Study recommendations are illustrated in Appendix A. These
recommendations include changes to traffic flow including one way eastbound along the full length of
O’Connell Street and two way traffic flow along most of the Quays. A series of raised traffic junctions,
improved pedestrian crossings and footpath widenings are also incorporated in the recommendations
which will significantly improve pedestrian accessibility within the town centre. These improvements
will complement the existing pedestrianised streets at Mitchell Street and Market Place both of which
are suitable as both cycling and walking streets.

Parnell Street One Way & Mitchell Street Pedestrianisation

In order to address the issue of one way traffic flow for cyclists, contra flow cycle lanes have been
recommended as part of the Walking and Cycling Strategy, to complement the Traffic Management
Study recommendations. These locations of the contra flow lanes are shown on Map 5.4 whilst
Drawing 5.1 illustrates the provision on Parnell Street, allowing for the varying width of the street and
the maintenance of current on street parking provision. These contra flow lanes are based on some
minor modifications to traffic flow as shown on the drawings in Appendix A, including maintaining two
way traffic flow on the Old Bridge and on Gladstone Street, between Market Lane and Kickham Street.
The provision of conveniently located and secure cycle parking will be a key element of increasing
cycling activity on the town centre. On street parking in the core retail area of O’Connell Street,
Mitchell Street, Gladstone Street and Market Place should be developed in the short term in tandem
with the town centre traffic management and contra flow cycle lane improvements. Clusters of
prominent cycle parking in clusters of around ten stands per location should be developed and
additional parking should be added as demand dictates. Cycle parking should also be provided at the
rail and bus station together with an information board containing tourist and way finding information.
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In order to further emphasise the town centre as a walking and cycling environment a 30kph speed
limit is recommended to ensure traffic is maintained at an appropriate speed conducive to
encouraging walking and cycling in a safe and connected town centre street network. This special
speed limit zone, as shown on Map 5.4, extends across the Old Bridge and this link to the town centre
should be subject to a HGV weight restriction as the streetscape in this area should be limited to
pedestrian and cyclist movements and light traffic volumes. The zone also extends along Western
Road, Queen Street and Kickham Street between Connolly Park and Dillon Street and thus
incorporates the schools entrances that front on to this section of roadway.
The development of a Greenway along the riverfront towpath, as part of the National Cycle Network, is
a major opportunity for the town. With the potential to develop to Carrick on Suir and Waterford this
project would help establish Clonmel as a cycling town complemented by the wider cycle network
improvements in the town and the proximity to longer distance on and off road cycle routes and trails
in the nearby mountains. The Greenway would be the subject of a separate feasibility study and
costing but a potential route is shown on Map 6.4 along the riverfront east of the town, under the
R678 Gas House Bridge, along the Quays, across the Old Bridge and west along the south of the river
to Convent Road.

Potential Greenway Route under Gas House Bridge

The Development Plan includes the objective to develop two bridge crossings on to Suir Island from
The Quays and from Raheen Road. These bridges would complement the walking and cycling
strategy by providing a north south route onto and through the island, which is to be developed as an
amenity hub, linking Denis Burke Park directly to the town centre.
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Table 5.1: Clonmel Recommendations
ID

Route Name

Section

Proposed Improvements

1

Clonmel / Carrick-OnSuir Greenway

2

Cahir Road / Western
Road / Queen Street

3a

Davis Road

Upgrade Existing cycle lanes

3b

Davis Road

Provision of Cycle Lanes

3c

Waterford Road

Upgrade existing cycle track

4

N24

Cahir Road to
Heywood Road

Existing Cycleway and Footway

5

N24

Heywood Road to
Waterford Road

Proposed extension of existing Cycleway and Footway to
Waterford Road

6

Cashel Road

Queen Street to N24
Roundabout

Provision of Mandatory Cycle lanes

7

Cashel Road - R688

Provision of Cycle Tracks

8

Prior Park Road R689

North from N24
Roundabout to Ard
na Gaoithe
Queen Street to N24
Roundabout

9

R689 Fethard Road

Existing Cycle lanes. No intervention required

10

Heywood Road

Crann Ard Business
Centre to N24
Roundabout
From Queen Street
to N24 junction

11

Ard Caoin

From N24 junction
to R688

Provision of Traffic Calming

12

Glenconnor Road

From Western Road
to Gortmalogue
House

Provision of Uphill Cycle lane to continue into zoned land.

13

Cahir Road / Abbey
Road

14

Convent Road

Old Dungarvan Road
to Abbey Road

Provision of Mandatory Cycle lanes

15

Connolly Park

Abbey Road to
Western Road

Existing Traffic calming

16

Old Dungarvan Road R671

17

Thomas Street - Dillon
Street

Convent Road
junction to Coleville
Road roundabout
Queen Street
junction to Prior
Park Road

Provision of Traffic calming. Note: There is currently traffic
calming along this route between Edel Quinn Park and the Gas
House Bridge on the R678
Provision of Traffic Calming

18

Monvey - Northview
Close

To be developed as a Greenway Route of the National Cycle
Network
N24 Roundabout to
Thomas Street

Provision of Mandatory Cycle lanes

Mixed Street

Mixed Street

Provision of Uphill Cycle lane (Eastbound lane)

Existing Shared Cycleway and Footway
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5.4

IMPLEMENTATION

The infrastructure projects set out in Table 6.1 have been prioritised in terms of delivery and cost
estimates have been applied to each project. Whilst all projects would derive a significant benefit for
the town, priority has been allocated to projects which are relatively low cost and could be relatively
easily delivered in the short to medium term. Implementation and construction of these projects would
commence, subject to funding, within the next two years. Priority 2 projects would be completed in the
medium to longer term with projects to be delivered from three years hence and onwards.
The town centre contra flow cycle lanes would be developed as part of the implementation of the
Traffic Management Study and therefore have not been phased or costed as part of the Walking and
Cycling Strategy.
All costs are preliminary and are subject to review. More detailed costing will be developed as the
scheme designs are advanced.

Table 5.2: Clonmel Project Priority & Costs
id

Route Name

Section

1

Clonmel / Carrick-On-Suir
Greenway

2

Cahir Road / Western
Road / Queen Street

3a

Davis Road

3b

Davis Road

2

25,000

3c

Waterford Road

2

28,000

4

N24

Cahir Road to Heywood
Road

5

N24

Heywood Road to
Waterford Road

2

400,000

6

Cashel Road

From Queen Street to
N24 Roundabout

1

45,000

7

Cashel Road - R688

N24 Roundabout to Ard
na Gaoithe

1

110,000

8

Prior Park Road - R689

From Queen Street to
N24 Roundabout

2

7,500

9

R689

Crann Ard Business
Centre to N24

10

Heywood Road

Queen Street to N24
junction

N24 Roundabout to
Connolly Park

Priority

Preliminary Cost Estimate

1

Feasibility Study Required

1

200,000
Existing

Under Construction

Existing

1

12,000
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11

Ard Caoin

N24 junction to R688

1

4,500

12

Glenconnor Road

From Western Road to
Gortmalogue House

2

14,000

13

Cahir Road / Abbey Road

1

22,000

14

Convent Road

Old Dungarvan Road to
Abbey Road

1

30,000

15

Connolly Park

Abbey Road to Western
Road

16

Old Dungarvan Road R671

Convent Road to
Coleville Road

2

13,000

17

Thomas Street - Dillon
Street

Queen Street to Prior
Park Road

2

4,500

18

Monvey - Northview
Close

Existing

Existing
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6

6.1

Carrick-on-Suir Recommendations

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS

Carrick on Suir is located on the N24 National Route and on the River Suir. The town has a
recognised association with cycling, being the home town of Sean Kelly and being recognised by
Failte Ireland as a cycling hub town. In terms of walking Carrick on Suir is located on both the South
Leinster Way and the East Munster Way. The latter starts adjacent Ormond Castle and continues
eastwards along the river through the town.
There are two river crossings with the Old Bridge limited in width and one way southbound from Main
Street via Bridge Street. Main Street is one way westbound and narrows significantly between Bridge
Street and Kickham Street whilst New Street is also one way southbound as it approaches the Castle
Street / Main Street junction.

Old Bridge: One Way Southbound

Main Street: One way westbound

The N24 acts as a relief road to Main Street and changes in width and character as it traverses the
north of the town. Junctions on the N24 such as O’Mahony Avenue, Kickham Street and New Street
are important junctions in terms of pedestrian and cyclist provision. There is some cycle lane and
cycle track provision located on the N24 on the eastern side of the town that end at the Sean Kelly
Sport Centre. There are existing cycle lanes on the N24 Clonmel Road to the west of the town
extending as far as the North Quay junction.
The rail line creates a degree of severance in terms of accessibility. On the R696 approach to the
town from the north west there is limited footpath provision whilst on the Pill Road the roadway at the
rail way under bridge is subject to relatively high speed and traffic volumes and is an uninviting
location for cyclists. Footpath provision at this location is limited but considered acceptable in the
context of the restrictions on road space due to the available road width at the bridge.
Access to the town centre from south of the river is restricted by the limited footpath provision and the
two bridges. There have been on-going footpath improvements throughout the town that have
improved accessibility but there are particular areas of the town where provision is substandard. Areas
where improvements have taken place include Coolnamuck Road in the south west of the town and
Kickham Street in the town centre. The latter is a particularly high quality scheme that has
implemented significant footpath and public realm improvements on Kickham Street that serves as an
important link to the town centre from the north of town.
Fig 6.1 illustrates the prevailing trip distances in the town. It is evident that the majority of the town is
within 1km distance of the town centre and that most trips within the urban area would be of a
distance of 2km or less. The longest trip length is of the order of 3km, an example of this being a trip
from the eastern end of the town on the Waterford Road to the western end of the town on the
Clonmel Road. Therefore the majority of trip making in Carrick on Suir could comfortably be made on
foot on journeys of a duration of up to twenty minutes. All trips would be accomplished on a relatively
short bicycle journey.
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Figure 6.1: Walking and Cycling distances in Carrick on Suir

6.2

TRIP ORIGINS AND ATTRACTORS

Carrick on Suir has a population of just under 6,000 people with the majority of this population located
to the north of the river. The location of the town’s population and main trip attractors are shown on
Map 6.1. The river also divides the town with just over 1,000 people living south of the Suir. The
majority of the population north of the river live outside the N24 with over 1,000 people living east of
the rail line on Pill Road.
The town is served by three secondary schools, all of which are located to the north of the river. C.B.S
and Scoil Mhuire are both located along the Waterford Road, east of the rail line. Located directly
opposite each other the schools accommodate 543 pupils in total. Comeragh College is situated just
north of the town centre and accommodates 316 pupils.

N24 Pill Road: Vicinity of Schools

There are four primary schools located within the town, two north of the river and two south of the
river. SN Mhuire Na Mbraithre and Clochar Na Toibhirte are situated close to each other on the N24
just outside the town centre and have a total of 596 pupils. Gaelscoil Carraig Na Suire is located on
the Coolnamuck Road in the south west of the town and has 154 pupils attending. The fourth primary
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school, Carrigbeg National School, is situated some distance out from the town, along the R676. It
accommodates 98 pupils.
Outside the town centre, there are four main employment areas within the town. Mill River Business
Park is located north west of the town centre with another employment area located close to this on
Clonmel Road. To the east of the town, two employment areas are situated opposite to each other on
the Waterford Road, namely Carrick Business Centre and Tinvane Retail Park.
One hospital serves the town, St Bridgets District Hospital which is located east of the town centre.
There are also a number of General Practices in and around the town centre. There are a number of
parks and sports fields located around the town with Sean Treacy Park located between the N24 and
river to the west of the town, Castle Park located adjacent Ormond Castle just east of the town centre
and another park located between the N24 and Park Road. These parks and sports fields are
important amenities and trip attractors in the town and the Castle is an important tourist attraction in
the region.
6.3

RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations for Carrick on Suir are based on the development of the following four walking and
cycling links to and through the town centre along the routes listed below. Recommendations are
illustrated on Map 6.2 and listed on Tables 6.1 and 6.2.
N24: Clonmel Road to Pill Road

East to west route along the N24 and town centre
providing link to secondary schools on Pill Road

R676 to Town Centre

Link from south of the river to town centre and N24

R680 Waterford Road to Town Centre

Link from south of the river to town centre and N24

R696 St John’s Road to N24

To provide improved access from north of the rail line in
the north west of the town to the N24 and town centre

The development of these links incorporates infrastructure improvements for both pedestrians and
cyclists with the objective to provide a connected walking and cycling network for the town that will
provide significantly improved safer routes. These routes will encourage an increase in journeys on
foot and on bike to the town centre, schools, employment and amenity locations including the town
parks and sporting facilities. Improvements are recommended along the routes with specific
interventions developed at the key road and street junctions.
The cycle links are designed to be accommodated on the existing one way street layout without
recourse to significant diversions from the cyclists desired route. The town centre is currently the
subject of a traffic study by the County Council. This study is assessing various options of modifying
traffic circulation in the town centre that incorporate options to modify and alter the one way system.
Any potential alterations to traffic flow and, in particular, changes to one way traffic flow must take
account of cycling movement to ensure that cyclists are not inconvenienced and that appropriate
measures, such as contra flow cycle lanes, are incorporated in any recommended traffic flow
alterations.
In addition the main town centre area south and east of the N24 is to be designated as a 30kph zone
extending to the Quays and Castle Park. This speed limit is entirely appropriate for the town centre
and its narrow street network and will facilitate the heart to the town to become a more inviting
environment for both pedestrians and cyclists alike and for residents of the town and visitors and
tourists. In particular in off peak traffic periods and periods when traffic congestion is not, by default,
regulating traffic speed, it will ensure that the prevailing traffic speeds are conducive to walking and
cycling.
The recommendations for each of the four key routes are set out in further detail below and illustrated
on Map 6.2. The specific recommendation at each junction are also outlined separately and also
identified on Map 6.2. In addition it is proposed that the section of Castle Street east of Castle Lane be
developed as a shared space for pedestrians and cyclists. Together with appropriate streetscape
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improvements including street furniture and landscaping this would create a more inviting entrance to
Ormond Castle and the Park.
These improvements at Castle Park would be consistent with the pedestrian improvements outlined in
the Draft Carrick-on-Suir Development Plan 2012. The Draft Plan identifies a number of streets for
pedestrian improvements that would complement the improvements to the four main walking and
cycling links outlined in this Strategy.
The development of a riverside walking and cycling Greenway of some 20km between Carrick-on-Suir
and Clonmel along the River Suir towpath would be both a major amenity for local people, visitors and
tourists alike. This Greenway would form part of the National Cycle Network and Failte Ireland Cycle
Network between Clonmel and Waterford and would be consistent with Carrick-on-Suir’s designation
as a secondary cycling hub in Failte Ireland’s cycling tourism strategy.
Within the town the Greenway could potentially be accommodated on the route of the existing
riverside path to the west of the town, on street on the Quays and could be routed on the existing
walkway located between the grounds of Ormond Castle and Castle Park and the river. Figures 7.2
provides images of this potential route. The development of the Greenway should form a key element
of the walking and cycling strategy but it is assumed that it will be delivered as part of an overall
project between Clonnmel and Waterford. Hence this element of the project has not be costed.

Riverfront

Quays

Adjacent Castle

Figure 6.2: Potential Route of Riverside Greenway

The provision of conveniently located secure cycle parking facilities at various locations in the town
centre and at public amenities will be developed. Initially these facilities would provide for up to ten
bicycles at each location but can be further expanded as demand dictates. Cycle parking at sports
clubs will be initiated and cycle parking will be provided as part of the workplace and school travel
plans.
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Table 6.1: Carrick-on-Suir Recommendations
Route
id

Road
No

Road Name

Proposed Cycling
Improvements

Proposed Pedestrian
Improvements

A

R698

St. John's Road

No intervention required

Provide continuous footpath with public
lighting on northern side from local road
at Camphill to railway bridge.

R696

New Road

No intervention required

Provide continuous path on western side
from railway bridge south to N24
junction

N24

John Street

No intervention required

No intervention required

R676

Hillview Road

No intervention required

2m wide footpath provision on west side
from Seskin Road to R680 junction.

Abbey Heights

No intervention required

One way south bound with continuous
2m wide path on western side.

Old Bridge

No intervention required

2m wide footpath on western side to
Friary Heights / Abbey Heights junction

Bridge Street

No intervention required

Friary Heights

No intervention required

Widen footpath up to 2m desirable width
on western side. Raised crossing to
footpath on Old Bridge / Abbey Heights
One way northbound with 2m wide
footpath continuous from Coolnamuck
Road (R680) to Old Bridge

Waterford Road

Provide cycle lanes to Connolly Park

Continuous footpath on north side.
Widen footpath on south side.

Chapel Street

No intervention required

Provide continuous 2m wide footpath on
eastern side

Town Wall StWilliam St- New
Street

No intervention required

No intervention required

Abbey Road

No intervention required

Footpath on south side from Abbey
Heights to Waterford Road (the high
road).

B

C

R680

R676

D

N24

Clonmel Road

Clonmel Road to Sean Tracey Park:
Upgrade cycle lanes to NCN standard.
Sean Tracey Park to O’Mahony Avenue:
Provide cycle lanes
Greystone Street: Mixed Street.

30kph to bridge from Abbey Heights
Junction to reduce traffic speed and
provide safe cycle route in absence of
available space for cycle lanes.
No intervention required
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Kickham Street

From Greystone Street to Town Wall
Street: Contra flow cycle lane as part of
east west N24 cycle route. Remainder
of Kickham St: mixed street.

No intervention required

N24

Greenside South

Provide cycle lanes. Will require
removal of parking on north side of
road adjacent park.

No intervention required

N24

Pill Road

Provide / upgrade cycle lane provision
to edge of town to National Cycle
Manual standards.

No intervention required

Table 6.2: Carrick on Suir Location Specific Recommendations
id

Location

Road Name

Proposed Improvements

1

St. John's Road

R696

Provide zebra pedestrian crossing from new footpath
on western side south of Ard Muire at Muire na
Mbraithire National School.

2

Park View

3

Ash Park at N24 junction

Ash Park

Provide footpath on eastern side of Ash Park at N24
junction.

4

Junction Cregg Road with Park View

Cregg Road

Widen footpath to 2m at Park View junction on
eastern side with raised pedestrian crossing to Park
and footpaths therein.

5

Castle Park

6

Castle Street

Castle Street

Provide shared space on Castle Street from Castle
Lane to park entrance / castle entrance

7

R676 Bridge

R676

Raised junction and pedestrian crossing on south side
to reduce traffic speed and facilitate enforcement of
30kph speed limit on bridge.

8

Friary Heights / Old Bridge / Abbey
Heights junction

9

Abbey Heights

R680

Provide kerb build outs and pedestrian crossing across
R680 junction connecting to upgraded footpath on
Abbey Heights link to town centre via Old Bridge.

10

Hillview Street

R676

Provide pedestrian crossing from existing footpath on
east side at Brookdale / Wall’s Bar to new footpath on
west side.

11

Waterford Road (the high road)

R676

Pedestrian Crossing at Waterford Road (the high road)
to existing footpath on northern side of R676.

12

O’Mahony Avenue Junction

N24

Upgrade to Shared Roundabout as per National Cycle
Manual.

13

Junction with Kickham Street / Ard
Muire

N24

Provide improved footpaths on northern side of
junction with raised pedestrian crossing across Ard
Muire.

Provide public lighting to existing footpath in Park.

Improve lighting along existing footpath through
Castle Park and provide seating.

Provide raised junction
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14

Junction O'Mahony Avenue/ John
Street / New Road

15

Junction Bridge Street with Old
Bridge / North Quay

16

Scoil Muire / CBS

N24

Provide Zebra Crossing and 30kph school zone. All
parking to be set back behind cycle lanes. Remove
central island and right turn facility to provide space
for cycle lanes and to slow traffic speed.

17

Rail Bridge Underpass

N24

Provide 30kph speed limit on approaches with traffic
calming if required to facilitate cyclists to take the
centre of the traffic lane. Cycle lanes will be excluded
through this section.

6.4

N24

Upgrade to Shared Roundabout per National Cycle
Manual.
Provide raised junction

IMPLEMENTATION

The infrastructure projects set out in Tables 6.1 and 6.2 have been prioritised in terms of delivery and
cost estimates have been applied to each project. Whilst all projects would derive a significant benefit
for the town, priority has been allocated to projects which are relatively low cost and could be relatively
easily delivered in the short to medium term. Implementation and construction of these projects would
commence within the next two years, subject to funding. Priority 2 projects would be completed in the
medium to longer term with projects to be delivered from three years hence and onwards.
All costs are preliminary and are subject to review. More detailed costing will be developed as the
scheme designs are advanced.

Table 6.3: Carrick on Suir Project Priority & Cost Estimates
Route
id

Road
No

Road Name

A

R698

St. John's Road

2

75,000

R696

New Road

2

14,400

N24

John Street

2

Nil

R676

Hillview Road

1

12,000

Abbey Heights

1

18,500

Old Bridge

1

10,500

Bridge Street

1

8,000

Friary Heights

1

20,000

Waterford Road

2

42,000

Chapel Street

2

12,000

Town Wall St- William StNew Street

2

Nil

B

C

R680

Priority

Preliminary Cost Estimate
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D

R676

Abbey Road

2

24,000

N24

Clonmel Road

1

11,500

Kickham Street

1

20,000

N24

Greenside South

1

33,000

N24

Pill Road

1

10,500

Table 6.4: Carrick on Suir Location Specific Project Priority and Cost Estimates
id

Location

Road Name

1

St. John's Road

R696

2

Park View

3

Ash Park at N24 junction

4

Junction Cregg Road with Park View

5

Castle Park

6

Castle Street

7

R676 Bridge

8

Friary Heights / Old Bridge / Abbey
Heights junction

9

Abbey Heights

10

Priority

Preliminary
Cost
Estimate

2

13,000

1

15,000

Ash Park

1

3,000

Cregg Road

1

2,000

2

16,500

Castle Street

2

4,500

R676

2

7,000

1

7,000

R680

1

22,000

Hillview Street

R676

1

20,000

11

Waterford Road (the high road)

R676

1

20,000

12

O’Mahony Avenue Junction

N24

1

25,000

13

Junction with Kickham Street / Ard
Muire

N24

1

3,000

14

Junction O'Mahony Avenue/ John
Street / New Road

N24

2

25,000

15

Junction Bridge Street with Old
Bridge / North Quay

1

7,000

16

Scoil Muire / CBS

N24

1

23,000

17

Rail Bridge Underpass

N24

1

2,000

36
South Tipperary Active Travel Towns: Walking and Cycling Strategies Final August 2013

7

7.1

Tipperary Recommendations

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS

Tipperary town is served by the N24 Waterford – Limerick National Primary Route which runs through
the centre of the town and by the N74 Cashel – Tipperary Town National Secondary Route which runs
eastwards towards Cashel. The town is located on the Waterford – Limerick Rail Line and the train
station is located to the south of the town. Tipperary town is located 4km to the southeast of Limerick
Junction, and has strategic rail access to the Cork-Dublin and Waterford-Limerick rail lines.
Tipperary Town is identified as a Secondary Service Centre in the County Settlement Strategy included
in the County Development Plan 2009 – 2015 (CDP). The identified role of the Secondary Service
Centres is to act as service centres for their hinterlands and to drive development within their catchment
areas.
The route of the N24 passes through Tipperary Town and the congestion associated with this transport
corridor is resulting in health and safety, aesthetic and economic problems for the town. The delivery of
the N24 Realignment is the major issue facing the town. Given the budgetary constraints and the likely
delivery of the N24 Realignment, the Council have identified the need for an inner relief route to assist
in the reduction of traffic congestion in the interim period. Until either of these are delivered, a number of
key walking and cycling infrastructural improvements and public realm improvements will be
unachievable.

N24 Main Street

The town has a relatively flat topography and the only notable gradient is the fall from the Main Street to
the River Ara river, however this is relatively short. The town has traditionally developed in a very
compact form with the majority of residential population located in close proximity to the town centre on
narrow streets, which due their nature have low traffic speeds and volumes. In more recent time,
residential development has been concentrated in larger more modern residential estates, however
these are located further from the town centre and are somewhat disconnected from the town centre
with poor walking/cycling links to the town centre and other main attractors.
The Council have recently constructed an off-road cycle track along the east side of the Limerick Road,
providing a high quality of service link from the town centre to Limerick Junction Station. The riverside
location of Tipperary Town, the proximity of the Glen of Aherlow, the Galtees, Tipperary Hills, golfing
facilities at Ballykisteen and Limerick Junction Racecourse in addition to its rich cultural, built and
natural heritage and scenic views combined result in Tipperary Town having strong tourism potential.

37
South Tipperary Active Travel Towns: Walking and Cycling Strategies Final August 2013

Fig 7.1 illustrates the prevailing trip distances in the town. It is evident that the majority of the town is
within 1.5km distance of the town centre and that most trips within the urban area would be of a
distance of 2.5km or less. Therefore the majority of trip making in Tipperary could comfortably be made
on foot on journeys of a duration of up to thirty minutes. All trips would be accomplished on a relatively
short bicycle journey.

Figure 7.1: Walking and Cycling Distances in Tipperary

7.2

TRIP ORIGINS AND ATTRACTORS

As illustrated on Map 7.1, the residential population of Tipperary Town has traditionally been
concentrated in a compact form around the N24, however in recent times larger residential
developments have developed to the south and northeast extents of the town.
The town is served by three secondary schools. St Annes Secondary School and St Ailbe’s School are
located on the North side of the town, along Davis Street and Rosanna Road respectively. Together
these two schools accommodate approximately 580 pupils. The Abbey School, located on the south of
the town, is accessed by Station Road and it accommodates 445 pupils.
There are four primary schools within the town. Three of these schools, Convent of Mercy, Tipperary
Junior Boys National School and Scoil Na Mbraithre, are located on the north of the town along
Rosanna Road and have a combined total of 498 pupils. The other primary school, Gaelscoil Thiobraid
Arann, is located on the southeast side of the town and accommodates approximately 70 pupils.
The Technology Park, the Department of Justice and Equality/New Tipperary Civic Offices, and the
Testing Centre/McMahon Reinforcement site are located on the Rosanna Road to the north of the town
centre. The IDA (Industrial Development Agency) Park is located to the south east of the town centre
whilst the Tipperary Co-op is located on Station Road to the south west of the town centre. There are
also many smaller employers/businesses operating within the town and its environs.
In addition to the retail offering in the town centre, there is a large edge of town retail offering along
Limerick Road with Tipperary Shopping Centre and Tesco located on this route. There are no hospitals
within Tipperary Town; the closest hospital being in Cashel. There is a health centre to the South of the
town, Vincent’s Day Hospital. There are also a number of General Practices within the town centre.
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7.3

RECOMMENDATIONS

The delivery of the Southern Inner Relief Road will be an important element in the development of the
town and of the future usage of the town centre. Some of the planned improvements, such as the public
realm improvements contained within the Draft Tipperary Town Development Plan 2013 will not be
achievable until this relief road has been provided.
The Walking and Cycling Strategy for Tipperary focuses on the following:
x

Improving the linkages to the town centre from the new residential areas to the north and
southwest of the town.

x

Improving the gateway entries to the town and the approach routes.

x

Providing key footpath network improvements

x

Extending the existing linkage from Limerick Junction into the town centre, following the
provision of the Southern Inner Relief Road.

x

Improvements to the footpath provision along the walking loop of O’Brien Street/Galbally
Road/Scalaheen Road/R664/Clonmel Road.

The Council have developed proposals for a wide range of public realm improvements within the town
centre, which will complement the proposed improvement contained within this Strategy. However it is
recommended that any future one-way system along the Main Street should incorporate a contra-flow
cycle lane, if feasible.
The Council are also currently exploring opportunities to develop a walking route along the river Ara, the
provision of which would be a real benefit for the town. There is also the opportunity to develop a
number of cycle trails from Tipperary town, particularly given the proximity of the town to the Galtee
Mountains. There is also potential to extend the Limerick Junction cycle track to Monard and across the
county boundary to Oola.
The provision of conveniently located secure cycle parking facilities at various locations in the town
centre and at public amenities will be developed. Initially these facilities would provide for up to ten
bicycles at each location but can be further expanded as demand dictates.
The specific recommendations for Tipperary Town are presented in Table 7.1 below:
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Table 7.1: Tipperary Town Recommendations
Route
ID

A

Road
No.

R661

Road Name(s)

Proposed Improvements

Approach Roads

At entry point to the
town.

Provision of improved gateways at entry to the town.

Dundrum Road

250m either side of
Rosanna Road
junction

Provision of new footpath to provide continuous
footpath provision from Rossmore to the town centre.

Northern Relief
Road

Initial section of
Northern Relief Road
and existing laneway

Provision of pedestrian/cycle link on new road and
environmental improvements along existing laneway.
Pedestrian and cycle provision to be incorporated along
proposed Northern Relief Road.
Reallocation of road space and provision of improved
footpaths and on road cycle lanes. Works to be provided
following provision of Southern Inner Relief Road.

B

-

C

N24

Limerick Road

From town centre to
roundabout junction
to Shopping centre

D

R515

O’Brien Street

From junction with
Main Street to Canon
Hayes Complex

E

R664

Station Road /
Garryskillane/
Scalaheen Road/
R664

From Abbey Street
junction to An Dúiche
residential estate.

F

N24

Clonmel Road

G

N24

Main Street

From 50 kph
boundary towards
junction with Main
Street
Clonmel Road to
Limerick Road

H

R662

Galbally Road

At Galbally Road
Bridge

Improved pedestrian facilities at Galally Road Bridge,
traffic management intervention may be required due
to restricted width.

I

R664

Ballyglass Road

From Golf Club to
Ballyglass junction.

Provision of new footpath from golf club to Ballyglass
junction to improve access to forest and Galtee
mountains.

J

-

River Ara

From Collegeland to
town centre.

Provision of walkway along banks of River Ara, as per
development plan.

K

-

Galbally Road &
Ballynilard Road

Section of Galbally
road and full extents
of Ballynillaroad Rd.

Provision of footpath and lighting.

L

-

Knockanrawley
Road

Eastern section of the
road.

Provision of lighting.

Improved footpath provision linking Canon Hayes to
Main Street. Footpath to be resurfaced and parking
prohibited from footpath, either through provision of
new lining.
Garryskillane is a quiet laneway that with the right
treatment would be a very attractive walking/cycling
link to/from An Duiche estate.
Provision of on –road cycle lanes along section of
Station Road.
Environmental improvements to Garryskillane laneway
Provision of off-road cycle track in existing verge area on
Scalaheen Road to An Duiche estate.
New footpath from Station Road roundabout to
R664/Scalaheen Road junction.
Provision of on-road cycle lanes.
New footpath along west-side from existing garage to
Knockanrawley housing estate.
Contra-flow cycle lane to be incorporated within phase
1 of Tipperary town centre improvements.
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7.4

IMPLEMENTATION

The infrastructure projects set out in Table 7.1 have been prioritised in terms of delivery and cost
estimates have been applied to each project. Whilst all projects would derive a significant benefit for
the town, priority has been allocated to projects which are relatively low cost and could be relatively
easily delivered in the short to medium term. Implementation and construction of these projects would
commence within the next two years. Priority 2 projects would be completed in the medium to longer
term with projects to be delivered from three years hence and onwards.
All costs are preliminary and are subject to review. More detailed costing will be developed as the
scheme designs are advanced

Table 7.2: Tipperary Town Project Priority & Cost Estimates
Route
ID

Road
No.

Road Name(s)

Approach Roads

Preliminary Cost
Estimate (Ex VAT)

Priority

At entry point to the
town.
250m either side of
Rosanna Road
junction

60,000

1

40,000

1

Initial section of
Northern Relief Road
and existing laneway
From town centre to
roundabout junction
to Shopping centre

90,000

1

180,000

2

From junction with
Main Street to Canon
Hayes Complex
From Abbey Street
junction to An Dúiche
residential estate.
From 50 kph
boundary towards
junction with Main
Street
Clonmel Road to
Limerick Road

40,000

2

130,000

1

80,000

2

Cost included within
Main Street
improvements scheme.

n/a

A

R661

Dundrum Road

B

-

Northern Relief
Road

C

N24

Limerick Road

D

R515

O’Brien Street

E

R664

F

N24

Station Road/
Garryskillane/
Scalaheen Road
Clonmel Road

G

N24

Main Street

H

R662

Galbally Road

At Galbally Road
Bridge

20,000

1

I

R664

Ballyglass Road

From Golf Club to
Ballyglass junction.

200,000

2

J

-

River Ara

From Collegeland to
town centre.

120,000

2

K

-

Galbally Road &
Ballynilard Rd

Section of Galbally
road and full extents
of Ballynillard Rd.

130,000

1

L

-

Knockanrawley
Road

Eastern section of the
road.

30,000

1
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8

8.1

Cashel Recommendations

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS

The town centre is located at the north of the town in proximity to the major tourist attraction at the
Rock of Cashel. This location means the centre is somewhat removed from residential areas on the
Cahir Road, Old Road and Dualla Road. The town centre is a high quality public space that is subject
to on-going improvement works based on the Cashel Town Centre Strategy of 2004. The Rock of
Cashel, located north of the town centre, is a major tourist attraction with the adjacent Hoare Abbey
which create significant footfall volumes in this area of the town.

Main Street Urban Improvements

Rock of Cashel Pathway

The M8 has removed significant volumes of through traffic from the town and created an environment
in which the improvements to the streetscape on Main Street create a high quality urban space. The
N74 bypass from the Golden Road to Cahir Road also removes significant traffic from the town centre
and is also a route that is attractive to walkers and joggers as it has created a convenient amenity
loop. However this route is not provided with a footpath or public lighting and is therefore diminished
in terms of its amenity potential.
Fig 8.1 illustrates the prevailing trip distances in the town. It is evident that the majority of the town is
within 1km distance of the town centre and that most trips within the urban area would be of a
distance of 2km or less. The longest trip length is of the order of 3km, an example of this being a trip
from the eastern end of the town on the Dualla Road to the southern end of the town on the Cahir
Road. Therefore the majority of trip making in Cashel could comfortably be made on foot on journeys
of duration of up to twenty minutes. All trips would be accomplished on a relatively short bicycle
journey.
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Figure 8.1: Walking and Cycling distances in Cashel

8.2

TRIP ORIGINS AND ATTRACTORS

The main residential population clusters and the main trip attractors are illustrated on Map 8.1. The
majority of the town’s 4,000 residents live to the south of the town centre. There are approximately
2,000 residents located in the south of the town on the Cahir Road, Old Road and Clonmel Road. The
population to the north of the town centre is very small, whilst there are approximately 600 people
living on the Dualla Road east of the town.
The town centre is the main commercial and retail core of the town but the Cashel Shopping Centre
on the Cahir Road is a second retail trip attractor site in the town. Outside the town centre, the main
employment areas are located to the south of the town along the Cahir Road.
The town is served by one secondary school, Cashel Community School. This is located on the Dualla
Road and serves 780 students. With only one secondary school within the town, it is evident that this
location is a key trip attractor within the town. Also, with the majority of residents located to the south
of the town and the school located to the north, there is a need for students from these areas to travel
through the town centre to get to the school.
There are two primary schools located within the town, one being a special needs school. St John the
Baptist Primary School, located within the south of the town, accommodates 228 pupils. Cormaic
Special School is located within the town centre area itself and serves 163 pupils. Cashel serves as a
special needs centre for the surrounding county area and the school accommodates students from a
wide area.
St Patricks Hospital is located to the south west of the town adjacent to the Cahir Road. Our Lady’s
Hospital is located within the town centre area on The Green. This hospital also serves as a health
centre within the area.
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8.3

INFRASTRUCTURE RECOMMENDATIONS

Recommendations for Cashel are based on a number of discrete improvements to improve access to
and through the town centre, to schools and the provision of amenity routes at the Rock of Cashel and
other locations around the town. Improvements on Main Street are consistent with the on-going
improvement works as originally set out in the Cashel Town Centre Strategy Report. These partially
completed works are shown on Figure 8.2. Of particular relevance in this layout are the improvements
proposed to the Friar Street and Lower Gate Street junctions. This include significantly improved
footpath provision, pedestrian crossings and, at Lower Gate Street, the closure of one road link to
create a new public square. These improvements will significantly improve pedestrian and cyclist
legibility at these junctions and with additional footpath improvements on the western end of Main
Street together with the completed improvement works will create a town centre environment of the
highest quality that will be a key feature of the walking and cycling provision in the town and will
encourage greater numbers of walking and cycling trips to and through the town centre.

Figure 8.2: Cashel Town Centre Strategy: Main Street Improvements

Whilst these improvements continue to be developed as part of the Town Centre Strategy further
recommendations have been developed for the town which are illustrated on Map 8.2 and listed on
Tables 8.1 and 8.2. In the context of the town centre and approach routes it is considered that the
provision of a general 30kph speed limit would be appropriate in the context of the high footfall in the
area of Main Street and the Rock of Cashel and the new speed limit would extend to the area of Moore
Lane and Dominic Street which is the local residential area that currently serves as the pedestrian link
to the Main Street from the Rock.
A network of walkways in the vicinity of the Rock and Main Street that have been earmarked for
development in the Cashel and Environs Development Plan. This includes a walkway directly from the
Rock to the Main Street on Bishops Walk for which land ownership issues need to be addressed.
These walking routes should be developed as part of the Walking and Cycling Strategy for the town.
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Figure 9.2: Development Plan Walking Routes
New junction layouts are proposed at the junctions The Green and Cahir Road and Dualla Road and
Friar Street. These are designed to reduce traffic speed on the approach to the town centre by
developing shared roundabouts that will also improve cycling provision at these key junctions. Zebra
crossings are also recommended close to these junctions which are located on the main route to the
Community School which extends across Lower Green to the residential areas on Cahir Road.
Footpath and lighting improvements are set out on Dualla Road whilst it is also recommended to extend
footpath provision on the roadway to Hoare Abbey. Footpath improvements are also required on Old
Road in particular in the vicinity of the Primary Schools and also to extend footpaths and lighting to the
Cahir Road to allow for Old Road to be safely used as a walking loop throughout the year.
It is recommended to investigate the feasibility of providing a footpath route parallel to Golden Road and
the N74 bypass. This facility would provide an appropriate safe facility on a route that is already being
used by town residents as an amenity loop. A further amenity route to be developed is Crotty’s Lane
between the Dualla Road and Bohermore in the north east of the town. This route is already well used
by local walkers and resurfacing and lighting, together with a 30kph speed limit are recommended to
develop this appropriately for use as a local amenity route.
The provision of conveniently located secure cycle parking facilities at various locations in the town
centre and at public amenities will be developed. Initially these facilities would provide for up to ten
bicycles at each location but can be further expanded as demand dictates. Cycle parking at sports clubs
will be initiated and cycle parking will be provided as part of the workplace and school travel plans.
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Table 8.1: Cashel Recommendations
Route
id

A

Road Road Name
No

Proposed Improvements

R639

Main Street

Continued improvements as set out in Cashel Town Centre
Strategy with particular focus on Friary Street and Lower Gate
junctions.

Lower Green / Upper
Green

Provision of 2m wide footpath on one side for entire length. Traffic
Calming for entire length.

B

C

R692

Friar Street /
Clonmel Road

Extension of 50kph speed limit south of GAA Ground. Provision of
footpath with public lighting to GAA Grounds. Commence 30kph
south of Upper Green Junction.

D

R691

Dualla Road

Provision of continuous footpath and public lighting from
Community School to Lime Grove Estate. Extension of 50kph east
of Lime Tree Grove Estate.

E

Crotty’s Lane

Resurfacing and Public Lighting. 30kph speed limit.

F

Old Road

Provision of continuous footpath and public lighting from school
southbound to N74 Cahir Road. Create give way traffic
management at narrow road width south of Sli Bhriain Estate.

G

Rock of Cashel

Provide new footway from Rock to Main Street on Bishop’s Walk.
Provide footpath from R505 to entrance to Hoare Abbey.

H

N74 /
R932

N74 Bypass / Golden
Road

Feasibility Study to provide continuous footpath with public
lighting from Golden Road to Cahir Road

J

R639
/ N74

Cahir Road

Provide public lighting to footpath on eastern side from Lidl to Old
Road junction

Table 8.2: Cashel Junction Recommendations
id

Location

Road
No.

Proposed Improvements

1

Cahir Road /
Boherclough Street /
Lower Green

R639

Shared Roundabout per National Cycle Manual. Zebra crossing
to south of junction. 30kph to commence south of Deerpark
Road

2

Friar Street / Clonmel
Road / Dualla Road

R691

Shared Roundabout per National Cycle Manual. Zebra crossing
to south of junction.
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8.4

IMPLEMENTATION

The infrastructure projects set out in Tables 8.1 and 8.2 have been prioritised in terms of delivery and
cost estimates have been applied to each project. Each project has been assigned a Priority 1 or 2
classification. Whilst all projects would derive a significant benefit for the town, priority has been
allocated to projects which are relatively low cost and could be relatively easily delivered in the short
to medium term. Implementation and construction of these projects would commence within the next
two years, subject to funding. Priority 2 projects would be completed in the medium to longer term with
projects to be delivered from three years hence and onwards.
All costs are preliminary and are subject to review. More detailed costing will be developed as the
scheme designs are advanced.

Table 8.3: Cashel Project Priority & Cost Estimates
Route
id

Road
No

Road Name

A

R639

Main Street

2

N/A

Lower Green / Upper
Green

1

80,000

B

Priority

Costs

C

R692

Friar Street /
Clonmel Road

1

Under Construction

D

R691

Dualla Road

2

80,000

E

Crotty’s Lane

2

120,000

F

Old Road

1

170,000

G

Rock of Cashel

2

20,000
N/A

H

N74 /
R505

N74 Bypass / Golden
Rod

2

J

R639
/ N74

Cahir Road

1

Table 9.4: Cashel Junction Project Priority & Cost Estimates
id

Location

Road
No.

1

Cahir Road /
Boherclough Street /
Lower Green
Friar Street / Clonmel
Road / Dualla Road

R639

1

85,000

R691

1

100,000

2

Priority

Costs
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9

9.1

Cahir Recommendations

EXISTING CHARACTERISTICS

Cahir is located at the junction of the M8 Dublin – Cork Motorway with the N24 Limerick – Waterford
National Route and on the Waterford - Limerick Railway line. Historically the town evolved at this
location owing to the fact that the River Suir was easily crossed at this point. The historic development
of the town at this location has given rise to some of its greatest assets such as the river walks and
the designation of Cahir as a Brown Trout Fishing Centre of Excellence.
Cahir Castle is an important tourist destination for visitors to the Tipperary region. Swiss cottage is
another significant tourist attractor and there is a good 2km riverside pedestrian link from Cahir Castle
to Swiss Cottage.
The town is relatively compact with the furthest extents of the town approximately 2km from the town
centre. Cahir lies in the valley of the River Suir which has determined the topography of the town and
the main routes around the town, with both sides of the town sloping down to the river. With the
exception of the immediate approaches to the river and the Mitchelstown Road the other routes within
the town are flat or have reasonable gradients.

The Square: Dominated by car parking

Cashel Road Cycle Lanes

The town centre is split in two by the river with the west side having the larger food retail shops of
Supervalu and Aldi whilst the east side has more typical commercial and retail elements centred on
The Square area. There is only one river crossing point connecting the east and west sides of the
town making the bridge the focal point for any east-west movements that take place within the town.
Apart from the river the only other notable barrier to pedestrian or cyclists movement is the one-way
street on Barrack Street, which forces cyclists from Clogheen Road to take an unnecessary detour to
access the town centre.
The existing cycle network within the town has seen some significant improvements in recent years,
with the provision of cycle lanes on sections of Mitchelstown Road and Cashel Road combined with
recent resurfacing being good examples of recent improvements. In addition, traffic calming has
recently been provided on Clonmel Road and Tipperary Road with a very effective and attractive off road cycle track provided on the south side of Clonmel Road.
There is good pedestrian provision within the town, however the central pedestrian focal point at The
Square is dominated by car parking, and improvements to its area, as noted within the Cahir Local
Area Plan 2011, in terms of increased pedestrian space would be a welcome addition to the public
realm and provide a quality space for visitors to the town centre.
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The town already has well defined amenity and tourist walking trails already in operation, primarily
focussed around the River Suir and it is a destination on the newly developed Butler Trail around
South Tipperary.
Fig 9.1 illustrates the prevailing trip distances in the town. It is evident that the majority of the town is
within 1.5km distance of the town centre and that most trips within the urban area would be of a
distance of 2km or less. Therefore the majority of trip making in Cahir could comfortably be made on
foot on journeys of a duration of up to twenty minutes. All trips would be accomplished on a relatively
short bicycle journey.

Figure 9.1: Walking and Cycling Distances in Cahir

9.2

TRIP ORIGINS AND ATTRACTORS

The majority of the town’s residents are located to the north of Cahir Town centre as shown on Map
9.1. There are approximately 1,000 residents living to the north east of the town centre which include
the areas of Farranlahassery, Townpark and Barnora. To the north west of the town centre there are
approximately 500 residents in the areas of Ballyglasheen, Bendomere and Roselawn. To the south
west of the town, there is a population of approx. 600 residents including the areas of Beechpark as
well as areas along Mitchelstown Road and Mountain Road.
The town is served by just one secondary school which is located to the north east of the town. The
school accommodates 633 pupils, the majority are from Cahir Town and its hinterlands. There are two
primary schools within the town, Cahir Boys National School and SN Mhuire Na Trocaire, which
combined cater for approximately 450 pupils. The two schools are located close to each other on the
south east of the town and are both accessible by Convent Road.
AIBP Meat Processors is the main employer in the town. Located on the R670 south the town, the
plant employs 400 people. There are two other main employment areas outside of the town centre,
Cahir Business Park and Carrigeen Industrial Estate, located along Tipperary Road and Mitchelstown
Road respectively. There are no hospitals within the town itself, the nearest hospitals are located in
Clonmel and Cashel. There is a health centre which is located along Pearse Street.
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There are two historical castles within the town, Cahir Castle and Carrigeen Castle. Cahir Castle is
within the town centre itself whereas Carrigeen Castle is located along Mitchelstown Road. Cahir
Castle is one of the key tourist destinations within the region and links from the Castle into the town
centre are important in terms of encouraging visitors into the town centre.

Castle Street looking towards Cahir Castle

9.3

INFRASTRUCTURE RECOMMENDATIONS

The recommendations for Cahir are focused on the following elements:
x

Reduction in traffic speeds and improvements to the approach routes / gateways to the town.

x

Improvements to the existing pedestrian network in terms of improved access to the schools and
to the town centre and improving the link from Cahir Castle to the town centre.

x

Extension of the existing cycle network, removal of existing barriers to cyclist movement and
improved facilities and signage for cyclists.

The strategy supports the proposals set out in the Cahir Local Area Plan 2011 to improve the public
realm within The Square area, and the recommendations contained within this report would
complement these public realm improvements. Map 9.2 indicates the recommendations which are
detailed further in Table 9.1. It is also noted that the County Council propose to develop a 20km
cycleway from Cahir to Mitchelstown as part of the National Cycle Network. This is not included as
part of the costed recommendations as the project would be subject to a separate funding application

Table 9.1: Cahir Recommendations
Route
ID

Road
No.

Road Name(s)

Proposed Improvements

Approach Roads

At entry point to the
town.

Provision of improved gateways at entry to the
town, provided in conjunction with planned
Butler Trail Gateway signs.

A

R668

Mitchelstown
Road

From town centre to
R639 junction

Extension of 50 kph speed limit to existing
60kph, and 60 kph extended to R639.
Extension of existing on road cycle lane
provision to the R639, provided in conjunction
with resurfacing of this route.
Provision of an uphill cycle lane from Barrack
Street to Highfield.

B

R640

Bridge Street

On Bridge

Provision of new footpath along the southern
side of the street.
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C

R670

Cashel Road

From railway line to
school

Existing footpath on the eastern side to be
widened to provide for a minimum width of
2.0m.
Existing cycle lane layout to be amended to
provided improved clearance from wall and
lamp post near the entrance to the school.

D

R668

Barrack Street

From town centre to
R668

Provision of an on road contra flow cycle lane
along Barrack Street.

E

R668

R668

From Ballynamona Rd
junction to AIBP plant

Increase footpath width.

1

R640

Castle Street

On east side of the
river

2

R670

St. Marys Road

Near junction with
Pearse Street.

Provision of a new pedestrian crossing directly
adjacent to the Cahir Castle car park and a new
crossing just west of St Mary’s Street. The
existing mid-block crossing point will need to be
removed.
Provision of new pedestrian crossing point near
Pearse Street along existing walking route to
the school.

Other Initiatives

Reference

Proposed Recommendation

Improved Signage

Provision of improved walking and cycling signage provision.

Improved Cycle Parking

Provision of improved cycle parking facilities at key destinations and within the
town centre and at schools and main employment sites..

9.4

IMPLEMENTATION

The infrastructure projects set out in Table 9.1 have been prioritised in terms of delivery and cost
estimates have been applied to each project. Whilst all projects would derive a significant benefit for
the town, priority has been allocated to projects which are relatively low cost and could be relatively
easily delivered in the short to medium term. Implementation and construction of these projects would
commence within the next two years, subject to funding. Priority 2 projects would be completed in the
medium to longer term with projects to be delivered from three years hence and onwards.
All costs are preliminary and are subject to review. More detailed costing will be developed as the
scheme designs are advanced.
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Table 9.2: Cahir Project Priority and Cost Estimates
Route
ID

Road
No.

Road Name(s)

Preliminary Cost
Estimate (Ex VAT)

Priority

Approach Roads

At entry point to the
town.

50,000

1

A

R668

Mitchelstown
Road

From town centre to
R639 junction

100,000

2

B

R640

Bridge Street

On Bridge

16,000

2

C

R670

Cashel Road

From railway line to
school

15,000.

1

D

-

Barrack Street

From town centre to
R668

40,000

1

E

R668

R668

From Ballynamona Rd
junction to AIBP plant

30,000

2

1

R640

Castle Street

On east side of the
river

50,000

1

2

R670

St. Marys Street

Near junction with
Pearse Street.

20,000

1

Other Initiatives

Reference

Proposed
Recommendation

Preliminar
y Cost
Estimate
(Ex VAT)

Improved Signage

Provision of improved
walking and cycling
signage provision.

20,000

2

Improved Cycle Parking

Provision of improved
cycle parking facilities at
key destinations and
within the town centre
and at schools and main
employment sites.

10,000

1

Priority
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Targets, Monitoring and Evaluation

10

10.1

TARGETS

A number of specific targets have been developed in line with the objectives of the national policy and
the strategy. Each of the five towns is starting from a comparable existing mode share and it is
considered appropriate that each town adopt the same mode share targets. Based on the broadly
comparable characteristics of each urban area in terms of topography, land use patterns and travel
distances, each town can work towards the same targets.
Travel distances in Clonmel are somewhat longer than the other four towns and therefore cycling mode
share increase may be expected to be somewhat higher than the other four towns. However the overall
mode share increase for walking and cycling would be expected to be similar across all five urban
areas.
All five towns have equal opportunity to have school travel plans in place for all schools by September
2015. This target will should help notably to influence the 2016 mode share targets. Regarding
workplace travel plans it wold be expected that the focus will be placed on Clonmel and the large public
and private sector employers located in the town.
South Tipperary Walking and Cycling Strategy Targets

10.2

x

To increase the cycle mode share for journeys to work, school and education from 1%
to 6% by 2016 and to 10% by 2020

x

To increase the overall mode share for walking and cycling by 9% by 2016 and by 15%
by 2020

x

All schools within each town to have a school travel plan in place by September 2015

x

Workplace travel plans to be implemented by major employment sites by the end of
2014

MONITORING

The monitoring of the implementation of the behavioural change initiatives and the infrastructure
improvements will be carried out on an on-going basis. For example each town will set out a
programme for implementation of school travel plans, agreed with the schools in each town. This will
allow for simple monitoring of the roll out of the plans up to September 2015. The implementation of
infrastructure projects will be monitored against the prioritised implementation plans set out for each
town.
10.3

EVALUATION

The mode share targets will be evaluated through census data from the 2016 and 2021 censuses and
will determine the overall evaluation of the Active Travel Town strategy. In addition counts and surveys
will be carried out to monitor the strategy on an on-going and annual basis as follows:
x

Electronic Counters: Electronic cycle counters will be installed at key locations on the main radial
routes to the town centres. In addition traffic speed counters will be installed that will both advise drivers
of their traffic speed and will log traffic speed and flow data. These data sources will provide on-going
data in relation to cycling and vehicular traffic.
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x

Manual Counts: Manual counts will be carried out for a period of one week each year at key junctions
in each town in order to quantify pedestrian, cycling and vehicular traffic movements at these junctions

x

Education Travel Surveys: Surveys will be carried out on an annual basis in all schools to record, inter
alia, the mode of travel for students and staff.

x

Workplace Travel Surveys: These will be carried out on an annual basis with the main objective of
recording and monitoring the mode of travel to work.
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